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SUPER LEAGUE 
TO AXE CLUBS 


By John Economos 


he NSW Soccer Feder- 
ation’s Board Of Directors 
will sit down tomorrow 
} night (Wednesday) to decide on 
the composition of clubs to be 
accepted into the State’s newly 
Structured Summer Super 
League, 


The currently in- 
progress NSW 
Super League com- 
prises 14 teams. 

| However after 
tomorrow night's 

. Meeting this number 
Peter Gray ot ycams ig anticipat- 
ed to be cut back to 10 of 12 teams. 

Mr Peter’Gray, President of the 
NSW Soccer Federation, stated to 
ABSW last night; 

“We shogld be in a position to 
make an official announcement by 
Thursday or Fridu: eck. 
“After Wednesdiy night's meet- 
ing we'll know exactly which teams 
will be accepted into the new 
Summer League. 

“We have had 21 applications 
from clubs us far'ss the A.C.T. to 
enter our new competition which 
will kick off in October. 

“However in no way is our switch 
to Summer Soccer designed to com- 
pete or even cut across the NSL. Far 
from it 

“The-new competition will have 
two grades - Senior and Under 19s. 

“The matches will be piayed 
around the dates of NSL fixtures,” 
ended Mr Gray, 


ANGELO COSTANZO: Adelaide City’s quality mobile defender surging forward in Adelaide 
City’s customary late season charge to the top six play-offs. 
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HERE COME 
ADELAIDE CITY 


By John Economos 


Ve Matic, Adelaide City’s steel-tough and highly 


successful coach, flatly refuses to give up on making 
the final Top Six in the National Soccer League. 

The unyielding and long serving coach who has already 
snared three prestigious National League Championships plus 
three National Cups for the “Black and Whites’ Boardroom, is 
now seriously in the hunt, hungrily chasing for more honours. 

Since losing to the Parramatta Power in Sydney 1-0, the game 
in which Adelaide City scored a ‘controversial goal’ that was 
disallowed, the “Black and Whites’ have now powered ahead to 
reel off four wins from their last four outings. 

Being an engineer and draughtsman, the workaholic Matic 
has also been over the years a master-builder of good teams. So 
much so that Adelaide City in the past 14 years has supplied 
more players to Australia’s national squads than any other club 
in the League. 

High quality players 
of the calibre of Sergio 
Melta, Johnny Perin, 
Charley Villani, Alex 
Tobin, Milan Ivanovic, 
the Vidmar brothers 
(Aurelio and Tony), 
Robbie Zabica, Jason 
Petkovic, Damian Mori, 
Carl Veart and Bradley 
Hassell are just some of 
the illustrious ‘Black 
-and White’ soldiers to 
have marched from 
Adelaide City and 
stepped onto the inter- 
national arenas for 
Australian teams. 

Very strong and proud tradition runs high in the corridors at 
Adelaide City. 

The hard taskmaster Matic, was yesterday (Monday) briefly 
in Sydney on a construction site in the inner city region where 
he is rapidly building three townhouses. 

Matic briefly spoke to ABSW about his beloved current 
“Black and White’s squad. 

When we questioned him as to which teams he saw looming 
as obstacles in his fixed quest to further glory, the always dry 
Matic flatly hit back with: 


Zoran Matic: Adelaide City 
coach. 


Continued on page 3 
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Olyroo Mateh 


SLOVAKIA 1 AUSTRALIA ° 
he LG Under-23 Men’s Soccer 
team lost the first of it’s two 
European matches going down 
1-0 to Slovakia in Bratislava, as prepa- 
rations continue for the 2000 
Olympics. 

In a fairly physical encounter, the 
Australians conceded the goal a minute 
before half-time, Marek Mintal scoring 
the match winner for the Slovaks after a 
scramble in the box. 

Earlier, Australia had Stephen Laybutt 
taken off with an ankle injury, the big 
defender straining ligaments and is 
expected to miss next week’s second and 
final match of the tour, against Holland. 

“The Slovakian team came out and 
played a very physical game, and that is 
something that we can and will 
encounter at the Olympics, so it was a 
tremendous experience to play an oppo- 
nent like that now, “ said Raul Blanco. 

“That’s what we're here for, to make 
sure we play and encounter different 
styles of football, in order to keep learn- 
ing, and this game taught the team the 
lesson of adapting to the way your oppo- 
nents play the game, which we adapted 
to late in the first half and for the second 
half, where we matched them in every 
department.” he ended. 

“Unfortunately we were a little unset- 
tled for the first half hour of the match or 
so, because they took the game to us 
instead of us taking the game to them. 


AMEX PARTNERS 
AUSTRALIAN SPORT 


Yeppoon ae ivr om 
to be the largest group of sporting organisations in Australia. 

More than 20 Australian sports groups including soccer, rugby, basketball, tennis, 
golf, scuba diving and yachting and their organisations are reaping financial rewards as 
a result of the individually branded affinity credit cards. 

The affinity credit cards help each sport by generating funds each time a purchase is 
made on the Card, These funds are then used by the sports organisation to invest in its 
own growth, development and key projects and to increase the loyalty and emotional 
attachment of the group's supporters and members. 

Cariton Soccer Club’s Chief Executive officer, Peter Jess said, “The shareholders, 
management and the Club’s members have welcomed the Carlton Soccer Club Credit 
Card program. 

Not only does the card provide our members with a low interest rate, superior service, 
product benefits and one of the best card loyalty reward programs it benefits the Club 
with every purchase Cardmembers make on the Card.” 

To date, American Express has partnered with more than 20 different sporting groups” 
including: 

+ ACT Brumbies 

* Australian Basketball Federation 

» Australian Canoeing 

* Australian Parachuting Federation 

« Australian Tenpin Bowling Congress 

« Australian Yachting Federation 

* Bicycle New South Wales 

* Bicycle Victoria 

© Carlton Soccer Club 

* Club Marconi 

« Confederation of Australian Motor Sports (CAMS) Limited 

» Equestrian Federation of Australia 

+ Hang Gliding Federation of Australia 

* Lawn Tennis Association of Australia 

* NSW Soccer Federation 

+ NSW Softball Association 

© Professional Association of Diving Instructors (PAD!) 

Squash Australia 

* Team Basketball Australia 

* Tenpin Bowling Australia 

* Women’s Golf Australia 

Barry Amold, Senior Vice President Australia, New Zealand and South Pacific, 
American Express said, “We are committed to developing products that are not only 
financially compelling, but also intrinsically linked with the lifestyle and interest of con- 
sumers. 

This in tum allows the organisations we partner with, to give more fo their members 
and affiliates. 

The result is a win for all —a win for consumers, a win for our sporting partners, and 
a win for American Express.” * 

To further entice members to take up the Card, many are offering bonus gifts, promo- 
tions and the chance to win major prizes when they become a Cardmember. The Carlton 
Soccer Club team members who proudly wear the ‘Do More’ American Express logo on 
their playing jerseys, offers a free Carlton Nike cap to those who sign up for the Credit 
Card at each game. 


Brett Emerton 


Once we settled down, we started to play 
a lot better, and that was evident in the 
second half,” added skipper Brett 
Emerton. 

LG Under 23 line-up vs Slovakia Joe 
Didulica (gk); Tansel Baser, Stephen 
Laybutt (Chris Coyne 30), Buddy Farah, 
Con Bilatsis, Brett Emerton (c), Jason 
Culina (Marco Bresciano 71), Vince 
Grella (Lucas Neill 75), Nick Rizzo 
(Kasey Wehrman 46), Michael Curcija 
(Kosta Salapasidis 60), Clayton Zane. 

Yellow Cards: Grella 40, Zane 41, 
Farah 89. 


ZELIC GIVEN HUNK STATUS BY CLEO 


soccer star to male hunk and even 
the most wanted man in Australia 
amognst women?. 

Well this could well be a scenario that 
Adelaide City’s Ivan Zelic may find him- 
self in after being announced one of 
Australia’s 50 most eligible bachelors in 
the annual competition run by Cleo maga- 
zine, 
The yearly competition, organised to 
find Australia’s most eligible hunk, this 
year includes Zelic who has been plauged 
by a groin injury for the past three months. 

Whilst the 23-year-old defender has 
been on the sidelines recoperating, he feels 
he is back to full fitness. 

He must now catch the eye of coach 
Zoran Matic and prove that he is once 
again ready to resume in the top 
although Zelic is also hoping to catch the 
attention of the judges of the prestigious 
bachelor competition. 

“I have had some good reports by a 
number of people” says Zelic who is no 
stranger to the catwalk and modelling in 


general. 

“1 have 
been doing a 
fair bit of 
modelling 
here in 
Adelaide for 
both TV and 
Optical.”. 

Tvan, the 
younger 
brother of for- 
mer Socceroo 
Ned Zelic, is enjoying his new found tal- 
ents as a top model and the Cleo offer has 
allowed him to move out of his brothers 
shadow. 

“Modelling allows me to get away from 
soccer, and it gives me another identity. 

The winner of the Cleo bachelor of the 
year will be revealed at the Gas nightclub 
in Sydney on Friday April 14, however 
Zelic may not be in attenndance as his club 
takes on Northem Spirit in Adelaide on the 
same night. 


tvan Zelic 


PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT 


NOT BE ANSWERED. 


BSW would like to announce to all readers that there has been a prob- 
Jem with an email address connected to us. 
ANY email received in the name johneconomos@hotmail.com should 


This is a forged email address and does not belong to John Economos. 
if you have received an email from this address in the past few weeks 
or receive one in the future, please contact the Editor of ABSW as the 
information must be passed on to the authorities. 


PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT 


Thank You 


FEDERATION CUP FINAL 


ners through much of the first half. 


Glass completed a rout. 


GOAL FEST FOR JUVENTUS 
By Orabem Cooke 

Gan Juventus roared back from a goal down to beat Tuggeranong United 7- 

1 in the Federation Cup final - a stern reminder to the newly promoted team of 


f just how tough life can be in the Premier Division. 
United opened the scoring through Jason Warren-Smith and had the look of win- 


But it all came apart in the minutes leading up to the interval. 

First George Cattanach equalised then, on the stroke of half time United defender 
Nick Mathas was sent off after bringing Steve Lazzari down in the penalty box. Craig 
Rankine put Juventus ahead from the spot. 

Against a depleted and dispirited opponent Juventus dominated the second half. 
Niall Stoddart made it 3-1, and goals by Steve Lazzari (2), Martin Lazzari and John 


Juventus coach Ian Heywood acknowledged the send-off had been a turning point 
of the game. “We faded for a spell in the first half, but we were getting back into our 
stride when Mathas was dismissed,” he said. 

“The team has settled down well together. We did not lose a game in the cup and 
that’s a good omen for the start of next week's league program.” 
Canberra Deakin beat Canberra Olympic 3-1 in the third place play-off. 


FARINA'S TOUGHEST TEST | KINGZ HERE TO STAY 


By Richard Kreider 


Farina is fully aware of the 
enormous task ahead of the 
Socceroos clash with the mighty 

Czech Republic on Thursday morning, 
and although he concedes his charges are 
the underdogs, he is confident of the team 
putting up a good fight. 

“Don't write us off,” said Farina in The 
West Australian newspaper. “Hopefully, we 
will be able to do what no other nation has 
done in recent times,” he said. 

When you look at the Czechs awesome 
record in qualifying for Euro 2000, you start 


Frank Farina: Tough ask. 


to get an idea of the task ahead of the 
Australians. Played 10, Won 10, Scored 26, 
Conceded 5. 

“A record like that does not come easy and 
the Czech Republic deservedly is ranked sec- 
ond in the world behind Brazil,” said Farina. 

Australia are currently ranked 91st 
although the gulf between Australia and the 
Czech Republic would be considerably less 
embarrassing if the Socceroos had been 
involved in more competitive matches, 

“Tt is important we perform well to boost 
our standing,” Farina said. 

“Good performances and the right results 
also help maintain a good spirit within the 
camp. The games in South America’ were 
good, and the match and result against 
Hungary excellent, but there really is no sub- 
stitute for regular competitive matches. 

Tt is more than fikely team selection will 
not be finalised until the day of the game, 
since people like Manchester United’s 
Bosnich and Leeds United’s Kewell are: busy. 
in championship-chasing teams in the 
English Premier League. And then there are 
injuries of course. 

“The news regarding our squad has been 
good and the response from the clubs very 
Positive. However, I would not like to spec- 
ulate on a likely starting line-up because any- 
thing can happen between now and the kick- 
off,” said Farina. 

“It is imperative we have the best side 
available. Even though outsiders will see it as 
no more than a friendly, to us it is of great 
importance, We have little in the way of com- 
petitive matches until the final stages of 
World Cup qualification. It is games like this 
where we will learn most about strengths and 
weaknesses,” he ended. 


See page 2 for full squad list 


By Richard Kreider 


he Auckland Kingz (or is it 
the Football Kingz or just 
Kingz FC?) are destined for 
NSL longevity, according their assis- 
tant coach Shane Rufer who is 
equally optimistic about the long 
term future of the world game in the 
land of the long white cloud. 
“I firmly believe the game is on a 
Teal high,” said Rufer 
“There is huge potential for soccer 
in New Zealand. It is the biggest par- 
ticipant sport up to 15 years of age and 
with a State League competition about 
to commence, which can be the ideal 
feeder to the Kingz, we now have the 
Opportunity to retain those youngsters 
before they are tempted to move to 


Shane Rufer: Long future 
planned. 


other sports like rugby,” he said_ 
- “Now with the Kingz being a fully 
professional organisation, there is"real- 


ABSW (8) 


ly no excuse for Kiwi soccer talent to 
head overseas. They don't have to 
worry about things like the European 
cold, weather, family or girlfriends, 
they can now stay at home for the fish 
& chips or crayfish,” he said, 

Rufer acknowledges the administra- 
tive component of the club could be 
healthier, but he is confident all will be 
ironed out once the ownership issue 
has been resolved. 

“In terms of due diligence, we had 
further talks with SKY TV last week. I 
am confident once everything has been 
settled, we will have every right to feel 
optimistic about the long-term future 
of the club,” Rufer said. 

“Already, we have a new Board 
which is corporately motivated and not 
interested in personal agendas or in- 

~house bickering,” he ended. 


HERE COME ADELAIDE CITY 


Continued from front page 


"[ don't worry about any other team 
in the League, other than my own. 

"That's all I'm ever interested in. We 
are taking each game week by week. 

"We again this season didn't get off to 
a good start.” 

Renowned for his unique one-liners, 
Matic then quipped: 

"Now that we've missed the Express 
Train we are chasing everyone on foot," 

Matic bluntly refuted that Adelaide 
City's fate string of wins has been due to 


any special changes of approach or any 
new tactics employed. 

"We have changed nothing but ‘are 
working even harder. My players have 
realised that we could miss the Top Six. 

"Some were under the actual belief 
that by just pulling on the Adelaide City 
shirt would automatically bring them 
success, 

“Now they are taking the job far more 
seriously than before and working much 
harder,” Matic explained. 

Matic also refused to accept sugges- 
tions that a couple of his star players 


have recently lifted their own game and 
are now spearheading the ‘Black and 
Whites’ surge to top form. 

"Not at all," Matic rejected. “Not one 
single player is playing extraordinarily 
well. “We are all playing and working 
harder as a unit. One man does not win 
games for anyone,” ended Matic before 
catching his flight back to Adelaide in 
time to train his squad last night. 

The ‘Black and Whites’ clash this 
Friday with recent League leaders 
Sydney Olympic at the Hindmarsh 
Stadium. 


We Want You! 


Enlist in the Power Army and Join us in 
our Campaign torymaké the Final Six 


PARRAMATTA 


POTesTAR RERMETIO 


v South Melbourne 
Friday 31 March “The Powerhouse” 


Parramatta Stadium 


Youth League 5.30pm *NSL Match 7.30pm 


Tickets available from all Ticketek outlets including Parramatta Leagues Club 
and at the ground « $40 Family ticket available * Free Shuttle Bus from 
Parramatta Station from 5.30pm 
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The Good Oil ... The Good Oil... 


ATT HORSLEY, 

Wollongong Wolves’ 
long serving skipper, who 
to date has notched up no 
less than 241 games in 10 
years for his side, was late 
last week honoured by his 
Club. 

At a private and small 
ceremony to pay special 
tribute to Horsley, he was 
presented with a special 
commemorative plaque by 
Wollongong’s former Lord 
Mayor David Campbell, in 
salute for his 10 years 
service with the senior 
team. 

At the function, Horsley- 
was. tagged Wollongong’s 
“Living Treasure’. 

A series of events will be 
staged over the coming 
months to raise proceeds 
that will go directly to 
Horsley and his young 
family, (wife Deborah plus 
their two daughters, Emily 
and Brooke). 

One of the functions will 
include a dinner for 500 
people to be held at the 
Fraternity Club, a special 
‘Roast Horsley’ luncheon, 
a six-a-side Soccer Day, a 
Golf Day, plus a match to 
be played between 
Wollongong against a high 
profiled opponent, possibly 
against Raul Blanco’s 
Australian Olympic team. 

The mobile goalscoring 
flank midfielder made his 
debut for the first team 
when the then coach David 
Ratcliffe upgraded the 
teenaged Horsley into the 
Wolves’ first team for the 
away match - against 
Melbourne’s Sunshine 
George Cross. 

Despite Horsley scoring 
his very first goal in the 
NSL in this match, the 
Wolves went down 3-2 to 
the Cross. 

Almost from Day One, it 
was Ratcliffe, plus former 
Wollongong sterling 
stopper Michael O’Shea 
that have always been 
stubborn and most 
encouraging supporters in 
Horsley’s developing early 
years. 

Last Sunday night at 
Brandon Park for 
Wollongong’s home clash 
against the Marconi 


Stallions, the fans gave 
Horsley a rousing ovation. 
Wollongong however 
went down 1-2 to Marconi 
even though Horsley came 
very close to scoring a late 
equaliser. 
escee 
ATTHEW KEMP, 


Adelaide City’s young ~ 


flank goalscorer, again failed 
to disappoint his hard- 
taskmaster, coach Zoran 
Matic. 


Xj 


Power fans. 

There will be activities 
for the kids, clowns, rides 
plus jumping castles. 

All the Power coaching 
and senior playing staff 
will be in attendance to 
sign autographs as well as 
Tun games. 

The ‘Fan Fair’ kicks off 
at 9am at the rear of the 
Parramatta Stadium in 
O’Connell Street, 
Parramatta. 


latthew Kemp: ‘The Black and Whites’ goalscorer. 


The courageous Kemp 
last Thursday nailed the 
“Black and Whites’ second 
and final goal in Auckland 
just four minutes from time 
to cement Adelaide’s most 
valuable 0-2 win over the 
Kingz at North Harbour 
Stadium. 

The experienced Bradley 
Hassell drew first blood in 
the 63rd minute as Adelaide 
launch a most determined 
but belated bid in their race 
against time to climb into the 
Top Six. 

What will stand the 
‘Black and Whites’ in good 
stead, (as always) is their 
marvellous tight defensive 
record, 

To date in 26 outings, 
Adelaide City has conceded 
the least amount of goals 
(28). 

e000 
HE PARRAMATTA 
POWER this Sunday 
(April 2), will stage its 
inaugural ‘Fan Fair’ at the 
Parramatta Stadium. 

Entry to ‘The Fan Fair’ 
will be free of charge for a 
fun-filled day for all the 


Matthew Horsley: Wollongong’s skipper honoured. 
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The Power’s next home 
match is against. the 
Melbourne Knights this 
Friday night at 7.30pm 
with the Youth League 
game starting at 5.30pm. 


vision/Hunter Group’, 
‘Nestle Peters’, ‘Holiday 
Inn’, ‘Rover Coaches’ plus 
‘Garden City’. 

All have now linked up 
with the Breakers’ 
Corporate family for the 
rest of the season. 

The Breakers’ General 


Alex Duric: Left Marconi to join Sydney Olympic. 


and Goutzioulis started the 
match against the Melbourne 
Knights who ultimately won 
01. 

Duric was replaced in the 
65th minute whilst a tiring 
Goutzioulis came off four 
minutes later. 


Joel Griffiths: The Power's mobile striker. 


e000 
E OR GE 
GOUTZIOULIS, 
South Melbourne’s 


midfielder, was last Friday 
night surprisingly transferred 
to Sydney Olympic. 

This was the second 


surprise signing made last 


week by Olympic. 

Last Wednesday, 
Olympic’s coach Branko 
Culina jumped in and 
snapped up Marconi’s 
gangling striker or left 
wingback Alex Duric. 

Duric originally a South 
Melbourne player, has 
played with the Gippsland 
Falcons, F.C. Lokometiv 
(China), West Adelaide, 
Trannjong (Singapore) 
before joining Marconi this 
season. 

In Olympic’s home game 
last Sunday night at Belmore 
Sports Ground, both Duric 


IHE NEWCASTLE 
BREAKERS late last 
week unveiled a string of 
hew sponsorships that 
included ‘Retra- 


¥ « 


Morris MacAllister: The Newcastle Breakers’ 


manager, Mr Morris 
MacAllister stated: “This 
season has been successful 
thus far on the park. It is 
now good to see that we 
have kicked a few goals off 
it. 

“Newcastle has 
recognised the feats of this 
year’s team and the 
Novocastrians have 
already shown their strong 
support through their 
attendances at our home 
games. 

“Now they have done 
the same via the corporate 
community,” ended Mr 
MacAlister. 

Ld 

LENN GWYNNE, the 

Brisbane: Strikers’ 
excellent sweeper, played 
his 150th match for the Club 
last Sunday when the 
Queenslanders journeyed 
down to the Bob stadium to 
face current League 
Champions South 
Melbourne, 

The Brisbane skipper now 
joins only two others that 
have reached this number of 
games for the Club. 

Current Strikers’ 


goalkeeper Clint Bolton 
reached his 150th game 


General Manager. 


Glenn Gwynne: 150th match in the NSL for the 
Strikers. 


earlier this season whilst 
technical midfielder Troy 
Cranney (now with the 
Northern Spirit), achieved 
this mark two years ago. 
0000 

ONG KI KIM, 

Adelaide City’s South 
Korean utility defender, 
last Thursday night played 


Dong Ki Kim: 50 games in the NSL for 


Adelaide City. 
in Auckland his 50th game 


for the ‘Black and Whites’, 

Tt was a happy occasion 
for him as the ‘Black and 
Whites’ won this match 0-2 
as they steam towards the 
Top Six. 

Three other players last 
weekend also played their 
S0th match for their 
current clubs. 

Defender Andy Vargas 
(Gippsland Falcons), 
midfielder Aytec Gene 
(Sydney United) and 
midfielder Andrew Marth 
(Carlton) all knocked up 
their ‘half centuries’. 

e000 
ORTHERN SPIRIT’s 
Round 31 clash against 
the Canberra Cosmos will be 
played on Saturday April 
22nd at the North Power 
stadium (Grahame Park) in 
Gosford. Kick-off has been 
set down for 7.30pm. 
e008 
UKE CASSERLY, the 
‘Northern Spirit’s 
utility defender, ‘scored’ a 
fulltime contract last week 
with Swedish club side 
AIK Solna. 

It was a good week for 

Casserly as he also won 


selection in Frank Farina’s 
Australian squad 
announced last week to 
play the Czech Republic 
tomorrow (Wednesday), 

It’s believed that the 
Swedes will pay the 
Northern Spirit a $130,000 
transfer fee for the balance 
of Casserly’s contract, 


Luke Casserly: Top 
week with two 
‘bonuses’. 


eeee 
© LESS THAN 12 
“own goals’ have been 
scored to date in the NSL 
this season. 

An amazing number? 

No not really. 

The most ‘own goals’ 
‘scored’ in a complete 
season has been 23. 

‘This was achieved back in 
1992/93, the season that 
Marconi won the League 
championship. 

Tronically, Marconi this 
season so far has ‘scored’ 
the most ‘own goals’-four. 

Goo 


The Good Oil 
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... The Good Oil ... 


oO B BIE 

TRAJKOVSKI, the 
Perth Glory’s ball-playing 
right wingback is not only 
a star in Soccer. 

At the Club’s recent 
Golf Day at The Vines, 
Robbie teamed up with 
Martin Minoque, Steve 
Long and Steve Hyams for 
the quartet to take out first 
prize. 

Glory’s _ intelligent 
striker Bobby Despotovski 
also proved to be no slouch 
with the sticks, 

He took out the prize for 
getting closest to the pin on 
the 17th. 


e066 
EVIN MUSCAT, 
‘ormer South 
Melbourne defender, scored 
his second goal of the season 


Kevin Muscat: Scores 
second goal for the 
Wolves. 


Robbie Trajkovskl: The Glory’s marvellous right 


MATCH DAY SPONSOR JOHNNIE WALKER 
MARCONI STADIUM, MARCONI PLAZA BOSSLEY PARK PH 9823 2222 


wingback. 


KICK OFF 
6PM 


recently for his English club 
side Wolverhampton 
Wanderers. 

The Wolves in their away 
match ‘downed Swindon 
Town 2-1 with Muscat 
drilling the target on the 
hour mark. 

eeee 

BS-TY will telecast 

‘Live the international 
clash between The Czech 
Republic and Australia 


tomorrow night 
(Wednesday) early 
Thursday morning direct 
out of TEPLICE. 


The exclusive telecast 
commences at 12.45am 
(Thursday morning) to all 
Eastern States, 

South Australia and 
Darwin will be getting the 
Live transmission at 


John Warren: SBS’ 
Soccer Analyst. 


Tileensons ON 


12.15am Thursday 
morning whilst Perth will 
receive theirs at 10.45pm 
Wednesday. 

Highlights of this match 
will be screened this 
Thursday night on SBS’ 
most popular Toyota 
Sports at 7pm. 

000 
CHAEL CUNICO, 
he Northern Spirit’s 
midfielder, was erroneously 
booked (yellow card) by 
Sydney referee Simon 


Michael Cunico: Spirit’s 
talented midfielder. 


STALLIONS 


Micallef in Auckland against 
the Kingz two weeks ago 
and was thus suspended by 
Soccer Australia for last 
Friday night’s home match 
against the Gippsland 
Falcons. 

Tt was centre-back Mark 
Rudan that had been carded 
for a strong challenge 
against a Kingz player, but 
erroneously the offence was 
attributed to the luckless 
Cunico. 

Following a strong 
protest, with evidence, 
lodged midweek by Spirit 
officials to Soccer Australia, 
Cunico’s ‘suspension’ was 
historically reversed, thus 
allowing him to play last 
Friday night against the 
Falcons. 


eeee 
ATTHE W 
INGLEY, the 
Northern Spirit’s mobile 
central marker, is 
rumoured to 
be signing 
today 
(Tuesday) 
for Wollon- 
ens Matthew 
former st Bingley 


George and Marconi 
striker cum defender is 
expected to sign for the 
Wolves till the end of the 


NORTHERN 


BE A PART OF THE 


Café Siena - Wetherill Park 


$10 000 GOAL KICK 


SPIRIT 
SUNDAY 2 APRIL 2000 


TC; 00/2220 


season. Deadline 
transfers is April 7th. 
eeee 

Ni WCASTLE 

BREAKERS’ coach 
LEE STERREY, last Friday 
night whilst together with his 
Breakers’ squad was special 
guest at the Newcastle 
Knights vs St George 
Tilawarra match, shattered the 
attending Rugby League fans 
minutes before kick-off of the 
main game. 

From the sideline Sterrey 
made his ‘latest signing’ as he 
unexpectedly turned and 
proposed marriage to his 


for 


former American and 
vivacious girlfriend. Ms 
Dayna Groppenbacher, 


Unwarned and totally 
shocked by ‘The Question’, 
the former 29-year-old darling 
from Wisconsin, (also the 
choreographer-coach of the 
Breakers’ cheer squad and 
Marconi Stallionettes), finally 
stammered and stuttered the 
magic ‘Yes’. 

The magic ‘Yes’ vote 
simultaneously signalled a 
Blue and Red fireworks 
display to ignite and engulf 
the Stadium as the crowd of 
almost 14,000 loudly roared 
its approval. 

No date has been set for the 
happy couple’s “Grand Final’. 

Meanwhile the Breakers’ 


__ Soon to be Ms Sterrey. 


washed out home match from 
last Friday will now be played 
tonight (Tuesday) against the 
Canberra Cosmos at the 
Breakers’ Stadium at 7.30pm. 


Ms Dayna Groppenbacher: 


eeee 
ORTHERN SPIRIT 
players have suffered 
a horrendous streak of 
injuries this season, only’ 
midfielder Troy Cranney 
escaping such bad luck. All 
other Spirit players have 
missed at least seven 
matches through various 
injuries. The Spirit has 12 
players under the age of 20 
in its squad. 
eeee 


MAJOR SPONSOR BRESCIA FURNITURE 
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SAMURAI FALLS ON HIS SWORD 


After only seven rounds, the axe fell 
three times for coaches in the Victorian 
Premier League, renowned for its bloody 
ruthlessness. Melbourne editor Rert van 
Bedaf ventured onto the sawdust. 


T: axe falls quickly in Victorian 
Premier League soccer. It’s been 
known to fali more than a dozen 
times two seasons ago, setting something 
of a sacking record in a blood-stained 
league, 

Former Socceroo Alan Davidson became 
the third coach to depart after only seven 
rounds this season, which is set to snare a 
few more victims before the season’s out. 

Jim Pyrgolios was the first coach to leave 
at Heidelberg, quickly followed by Harry 
Chalkitis, who left Bentleigh Greens. 

Heidelberg replaced Pyrgolios with Jeff 
Olver, also youth coach at NSL club Carlton 
until the end of the season. 

Pyrgolios, a former South Melbourne 
coach, was a hero last season, lifting the 
Bergers back into the Premier League. But 
success is only as lasting as the last win and 
Heidelberg has had a poor start, being sec- 
ond bottom of the VPL. 


A former Socceroos goalkeeper, Olver 
tried to keep Heidelberg in the VPL two 
seasons ago as stand-in coach for the last 
nine matches - and nearly succeeded. 

Three of his predecessors failed to retain 
their jobs in the process as the Bergers spi- 
ralled towards relegation. Pyrgolios retumed 
from the West and lifted the Bergers back 
into the VPL. But after five losses he ran out 
of favour. 

“We did not sack him and he did not 
resign. It was an amicable separation,” 
Heidelberg president Elias Deliyannis said. 
“We're very much up and down at the 
moment and we both agreed a change of 
coach may be for the best.” 

“Olver is one of the club’s favourite sons 
and games record holder. He coached us for 
nine games two seasons ago and we're more 
than confident he can do the job. 

“Jeff will remain at Carlton for the time 
being, there aren’t too many rounds to go 
before the (national youth) season finishes. 
He'll stay ‘with us till the end of the season 
and we'll take it from there,” he said. 

Slayers of coaches, the Melbourne 
Raiders snared their second coaching scalp 
in three weeks after beating Bulleen 2-0 at 
the Veneto Social Club in round seven. 

What began as a festive evening ended in 
full-on drama, of a quality and tension not 
even famous Italian director Bernardo 
Bertolucci could have scripted or filmed. 

Before the start of the match; Victoria’s 
towering Sports Minister, Justin Madden, 
declared the Veneto ground an official 
Olympics 2000 training ground (together 
with Epping stadium, Paisley Park, 
Anderson Reserve, Olympic Park and Bob 
Jane Stadium). 

But at the end of the encounter, Bulleen 


president Michael Catalano announced Alan 
Davidson was no longer coach. 

One win, two draws and a fourth loss left 
the Zebras bottom of the Victorian Premier 
League table. It was too much to bear for 
supporters and the club committee, who 
went into “crisis mode” immediately after 
the game to deliver the verdict a few hours 
later. 

“The club and Alan have agreed that we 
should part ways. It wasn’t working out and 
we need to get out of this crisis,” Catalano 
said. 

Catalano moved quickly, appointing for- 
mer Adelaide City Force midfielder and 
City’s assistant coach for five years Joe 
Mullen only days later. 


Alan Davidson: Early departure. 


A professional in the finance business, 
Mullen was relocated to Melbourne and 
snapped up by the Victorian Zebras, who pine 
for the past history of Brunswick United 
(Juventus) and wear the famous Juventus 
stripes - like its Italian soul-club, Adelaide City 
Force. 

“He came highly recommended to us. 
(Adelaide coach) Zoran Matic told us, ‘this 
guy’s a winner’, so we're fairly confident (in 
him),” Catalano said. 

“We can’t go any lower and we’re setting 
our sights of making the top four. The players 
are happy about what’s happened. What we 
need is some stability. We need someone with 
more people skills. Mullen is a manager of 
people, We're taking a punt, but I believe this 
is a greal opportunity. It is a calculated guess,” 
he said. 

Davidson left after a turbulent few months 
at Bulleen. 

His intense personality and high standards 
of achievement leave little room for niceties, 
Throughout his career Davidson has been a 
true Samurai to the soccer cause and he decid- 
ed to fall on his sword, when his demiselooked 
imminent. 

With Japanese parentage. (mother) cursing 
through his veins, his unwavering commitment 
in the face of personal odds has kept him at the 
forefront as a player for many years and 
because of his self-effacing style, he’s allowed 
himself no room for excuses as coach. 

“J am responsible as a coach. I have to hold 
my hand up. I do not blame the (Bulleen) 
board. The board stood by me, Catalano stood 
by me,” Davidson said. 

“J signed several players (Chris Emsovski, 
Costa Caimakanis among them) and they let 
me down. They didn’t perform and I have to 
hold my hand up (for that). 


“Tm disappointed in the players. But I 
signed these guys, so I have to take the respon- 
sibility for it. I had no excuses. There were 
about six players I didn’t give a start and they 
wanted to leave (the club). As a coach I was 
responsible. I don’t want to blame the board. T 
have no regrets how they handled il. I still have 
respect for them. 

“The bottom line is, the measuring stick is 
the results, At the end of the day the results 
weren't there. It was time for me to part. I told 
Michael (Catalano), ‘I cannot tum this around”, 
1 knew where it was heading and | wished the 
club all the best,” he said. 

Contrary to the other two coaches, whose 
clubs were languishing at the bottom, Harry 
Chalkitis was relieved of his post at Bentleigh 
Greens, while his team was second on the VPL 
ladder, 

A former Bulleen and Altona Magic coach, 
Gary Cole took over on the specific wish of 
Greens president Malissa Fischer-Massa, who 
was president of Altona, when Cole was coach 
and he won her a VPL title. 

Thus, the fortunes of team and coach are not 
always in the lap of performances and results, 
they can also rest with presidents’ desires — 
metaphorically speaking, in the lap of the 
Gods. 

The season is still young and there may be 
more changes in the wind yet. Zoran 
Trajcevski at Altona Magic and Peter Tsolakis 
at Port Melboume are feeling the pressure, as 
well as apparently Oakleigh’s player-coach Ike 
Alogiozidis, who as player-coach is so far pro- 
ducing the goods. 

But Victorian club officials are renowned 
for their impatience when results are not imme- 
diately forthcoming or running dry. They wield 
the axe quickly and ruthlessly and invariably 
are the last ones still standing. 


SOUTH AUSTRALIA PREMIER LEAGUE 


BLUE EAGLES CONTINUE UNBEATEN RUN 


By Allan Crisp 


tion is wearing a ring of confidence thanks 
to the Sydney 2000 Games. 

A considerable improvement in playing standard 
is apparent due to a corresponding upgrading of sev- 
eral pitches that are to be used by visiting teams for 
pre-Olympic training in Adelaide, 

Home teams and visitors alike are relishing the 
lush green turf of the revamped facilities. 

Meanwhile, pacesetters Blue Eagles continued 
their run-a-way express train imitation by derailing 
Metro Stars 3-1 who derived consolation by becom- 
ing the first team to score against the Eagles this 
season, 

Joint Sergio Melta Medal winner John 
Fontanarosa was the man who blotted Eagles goal- 
keeper Gino DeLucia’s copybook after 514 minutes 
of faultless denial, 

It will be back to the defensive set-piece clip- 
board for Metro coach Mario Boffa, who noted that 
all three Eagles goals were netted from comer kicks. 

Eagles now lead the league table by six points 
after six games, with an incredible 20 goals scored 
and one conceded. 

Confident Croydon rocked the Blues boat by 
thrashing youthful Birkalla 7-0 with former Sharks 
striker Joel Porter heading the assault with a brace. 

Another ex-Sharks player, Hugo Giminez took 
over the temporary coaching assignment at: White 
City following the sacking of Rod Del Nido, but lost 
0-1 to Alby Kidd’s Elizabeth City. 

Red Cards flashed at Pirate Park where Mark 


S=: Australia’s Premier League competi- 


Brazzale (Raiders) and Matt Villios (Cumberland) 
were marched as Cumberland racked up its second 
successive win to conform a solid revival. 

Raiders continue to disappoint, despite the acqui- 
sition of former Sharks and Northern Spirit goal- 
keeper Peter Blazincic. 

Modbury Jets stayed in touch with the Blue 
Eagles chasers by toppling Campbelltown 2-1 in 
another successful night game venture at Golden 
Grove which attracted over 1000 fans. 

Tt was an unlucky loss for the red Devils, who lost 
Joe Barbaro with a groin injury after 10 minutes, but 
had themselves to blame for squandering scoring 
chances. 

Player unrest surfaced this week with striker Joe 
Berlingeri walking out on Metro Stars after being 
dragged during the match against Port Lion. 

And young Raiders striker, cum midfielder, 
Michael Keens,-who has been unable to command a 
regular spot in the A team, is likely to be snapped up 
by Birkalla coach Charley Villani. 


Premier League Results 

Modbury Jets 2 (Aitken, Doran) Campbelltown 
Red Devils 1 (Piscioneri). Best — Modbury: 
Biefari, Dobson, Donovan; Campbelltown: Daniel 
Menechella, David Menechella, Panagopoulos, 

Elizabeth Rams 1 (McMillan) White City 0. 
Best — Elizabeth: Kidd, McMillan, Goulding; 
White City: S. Dacic, Hodges, D. Stam. 

Raiders 0 Cumberland Foxes 2 (Gagliardi, 
Nichols). Best — Raiders: Haralabakis, Karapetis, 
Blazincic; Cumberland: Forster, Raponi, Coombs. 

Metro Stars 1 (Fontanarosa), Blue Eagles 3 


_ (Kierno, J. Dacic, Deleso). Best — Metro Stars: 
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Sabatino, Fontanarosa, Moore; Blue Eagles: J. 
Dacic, Cutillo, Kokkinoplitis. 

Adelaide City 1 (Saraceno) Port Lion Pirates 3 
(Martin, Mihailopoulos, Paleka). Best — Adelaide 
City: Budin, Romanowicz, Rees, Port Lion: 
Parissos, Wildy, DeGiovanniello. 

Birkalla 0, Croydon Kings 7 (J. Porter 2, Perin, 
Pirone, Deptula, S. Barbaro, C. Woods). Best — 
Birkalla: Plummer, Rechichi, Wilkinson; Croydon - 
Kings: C. Woods, Christison, $. Barbaro. 


State League Results 
Para Hills 6, Adelaide Hills 0; Western Strikers 4, 
Seaford 1; Salisbury 4, Northem Demons 2; Enfield 
5, Panthers 0; Port Pirie City 3, Cobras 1, Noarlunga 
0, Olympic 1. 


Round 7 — Premier League 

Friday, March 31: Modbury Jets v Cumberland 
Foxes (Golden Grove). 

Saturday, April 1: Port Lion v Birkalla (Pirate 
Park); Blue Eagles v Adelaide City (Marden); 
Campbelltown v Metro Stars (Newton Sports Field); 
White City v Raiders (Woodville West); Elizabeth 
City v Croydon Kings (Ramsay Park). 


Round 7 — State League 
Saturday, April 1: Enfield v Port Pirie City; 
Northern Demons v Panthers; Seaford v Salisbury 
Apaches; Hills y Western Strikers; Cobras v 
Noarlunga; Para Hills v Olympic. 


Adelaide Biue Eagles 
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GOUTZIOULIS JOINS OLYMPIC 


By Bert van Bedaf 


SL title holder South 
Nisin is still feeling the 

after-effects of its World Club 
Championship (WCC) involvement in 
Brazil last January, with midfielder 
George Goutzioulis transferring to 
Sydney Olympic last week and several 
other players showing signs of burn- 
out. 

As first reported in ABSW on 
February 29, Goutzioulis walked out on 
the club over a pay dispute several weeks 
ago. 

The midfielder complained he had not 
received his share of the WCC bonus he 
believed he was entitled to, having been 
left out of the elite group that received 
$40,000 each for the tournament. 


South fined him the full amount of the 
bonus for disciplinary reasons and rele- 
gated him to the youth team, where he 
didn’t take the field. 

His first reaction was, “I love the club 
and want to play, but if they don’t treat 
me with respect, I won’t respect them.” 

The Players’ Union assisted in finding 
a way out of the impasse, with its chief 
executive Brendan Schwab saying, “I’m 
sure an amicable resolution can be 
achieved.” 

Midweek, it became apparent Sydney 
Olympic was keen to sign Goutzioulis to 
fill the role of the injured Gabriel 
Mendez. 

“Tf he’s available we'd be interested. 
He’s an aggressive player and Sydney 
Olympic is too nice,” Olympic coach 
Branko Culina commented. 

South coach Ange Postecoglou wasn’t 
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George Goutzioulis: New club. 


having a bar of it, saying, “He 
(Goutzioulis) is not leaving anywhere.” 

But by last Friday, South released a 
Statement, announcing “the immediate 
transfer of George Goutzioulis to Sydney 
Olympic”, after four years at the club. 

“An amicable agreement has been 
made between both the clubs and the 
player. Both, South Melbourne and 
Sydney Olympic are very happy with this 
arrangement, 

“South Melbourne wishes George 
Goutzioulis all the best in furthering his 
career with Sydney Olympic,” club chair- 
man and solicitor Peter Mitrakas said. 

Meanwhile, South vice-captain Fausto 
De Amicis set a bomb under Bob Jane 
Stadium by announcing to the Melbourne 
press, “I think this season is probably 
over for us,” 

De Amicis did not believe South was 


good enough to be in the finals, He also 
doubted the current resolve of the play- 
ers, suggesting maybe it was time for 
changes, blooding youngsters for the 
future, 

South were also dealt a severe blow 
with a serious injury to winger Andy 
Vlahos. Vlahos, who signed from Greece 
a couple of months ago, damaged his 
right knee in the match against the 
Melbourne Knights and will be out of the 
side for the rest of the season. 

A new young star who recently arrived 
at South is Elias Demourtzidis. 

The 18-year-old striker completed 18 
months at the Australian Institute of 
Sport and Postecoglou expects big things 
from him. 

“He’s been impressive at training and 
we've got big plans for. him,” 
Postecoglou said. 


By Bert van Bedat 


Melbourne club where his Australian jour- 
ney began 12 years ago. 

Sunshine brought Waddell out from his native 
Scotland to bolster their team, then playing in the 
national league. But the club has fallen on hard 
times and fast season it was relegated from the 
Victorian Premier League to division one of the 
State League. 

Waddell arrived at Sunshine in 1988 and played 
146 matches with the club until 1993, 


Ak Waddell has returned to Sunshine, the 


lympic football fever is gradually gripping 

Melbourne. The Olyroos and the Matildas 

will be the first Australian participants to 
soak up the Olympic atmosphere when the teams 
Tun out onto the MCG on September 13, two days 
ahead of the official opening of the 2000 Olympics 
in Sydney. 

The Olympic spirit will revisit Melbourne, since it 
hosted the “friendly” Games in 1956, also at the 
MCG. 

The famous stadium will host seven 
men’s matches, comprising five 

group matches, a quarter-final 

and a semi-final. Five women’s 

ANS matches will be played as dou- 
ble-headers, taking the total of 

matches to 12 until September 


Sydney opp 2. 
Zz J There are 410,000 
ORD tickets available, 
with prices starting at $19 and a 


Season’s pass at $153. 

Victorian Sports Minister Simon Madden recently 
announced the six official Olympic football training 
grounds in Melbourne at one of them, Bulleen’s 
Veneto Social Club ground. 

The other grounds are Epping stadium, Paisley 
Park at Altona, Anderson Reserve at Port Melbourne, 


The club invited Waddell to join it again as play- 
er-coach with the aim of returning to the VPL as 
soon as possible. Other former NSL clubs, who 
managed to jump back after a single season in’ the 
State League are Preston and Heidelberg. 

Sunshine captain for five years during its NSL 
period, Waddell left former VPL champion Bulleen 
after Jast season to step into his new role. He also 
played for Green Gully in the VPL, as well as 
Preston, the Gippsland Falcons and the now defunct 
Collingwood Warriors in the NSL. 

“His return has revitalised Sunshine,” club 
spokesman Victor Brincat commented. “Supporters 


Justin Madden: Training ground 
announcement. 


have also rallied behind the club and membership is 
higher than last season. We're hoping for a quick 
return to the premier league,” he said. 

Sunshine also dipped in the transfer market to 
taise its chances, It gained Alex Stefanovich from 
Fawkner, Dean Stafrace from Melbourne Raiders, 
while Michael Branov and John Kindter came out of 
semi-retirement, 

An enthusiastic youth brigade has given Waddell 
more talent to choose from, with Steve Castyan, 
Nicholas Riera, Damien Buttigieg, Owen Sacco, 
Eduardo Soares and Nathan Grica as the most out- 
standing young players. 


Olympic Park (Carlton’s home ground) and 
Bob Jane stadium at South Melbourne, 

“The re-development of facilities such as the 
Veneto Club will benefit the whole of 
Victoria,” Madden said. 

“The upgrading of grounds across 
Melbourne will mean we'll now have the infra- 
structure to support other international soccer 
events. 

“To ensure the grounds meet the standards 
required, SOCOG and FIFA officials will be 
inspecting all grounds on an ongoing basis, 
Final approval of the grounds as an Olympic 
training venue will be confirmed by SOCOG in 
July,” he said. 

So far, IOC officials have reacted favourably 
to the venues, 

“All training, accommodation and competi- 
tion venues are excellent and we know the foot- 
ball tournaments (men and women) will be a 
great success,” IOC director of Sport, Gilbert 
Felli said. 

But South Melbourne has already com- 
plained preparations are interfering with its 
NSL program. 

“We are sympathetic to the Olympics’ needs, 
but we are fighting for an NSL championship 
and will need to come to some common agtee- 
ment,” South’s general manager Damien 
Phillips said. 


Waddell, who will play at sweeper, was cautious 
about the club’s fortunes. “The idea is to get back 
into the premier league. But we'll have to see how 
well we'll go.” 

It appears the Georgies still have a long way to 
£0, if they’re going to make a quick return to the 
VPL. 


South Dandenong, also relegated from the VPL 
last season, thumped Sunshine 6-0 in the opening 
tound of the Crazy John’s State League first division 
match. 

It put South Dandenong top of the division and 
Sunshine at the bottom. 


Putney Rangers 


Juniors’ Soccer Club 


Coaches wanted to 
train U/10s Soccer 
team in Ryde District. 


All enauiries please contact: 


Tony Candy 
9802-1674 / 0410 425 748 
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son — even the ones we have lost. 


Dwindiling crowds spark stormy threat 


By By Graham Cooke 


anberra Cosmos chairman Ian Knop 

has lashed the ACT soccer community, 

threatening to dump the club if there is 
not an improvement in support at home 
games, 

Cosmos crowds at Bruce Stadium have slipped 
below the 2000 mark in recent weeks, and only 
1621 were present for the 4-2 win over South 
Melbourne. 

An angry Knop said he wondered if Canberra 
deserved National League soccer, pointing out 
that revenue from the meagre crowds was not 
even covering the hiring costs of Bruce Stadium. 

He said the apparent Jack of interest from ACT 
fans in the National Capital would give ammuni- 
tion to those who would have the Cosmos cut 
from the competition if and when it is reduced in 
size. 

| — Knop’s stormy comments come at a crucial 
time for the club, whose sponsor, Novell, com- 
pletes an initial three-year association at the end 
of the season. 

During the whole of that period the Cosmos 
have languished at or near the foot of the table 
and while the computer company has made no 
official statement on a renewed deal, it must sure- 
ly question the value it has obtained. 

For once no-one is blaming the media which 


fan Knop: Threatened to dump the club. 


has been responsive to an innovative program of 
awareness-raising activities conducted by the 
club. 

In fact coach Tom Sermanni says his profile 
has never been higher. 

“Strangers in the street know who I am. People 
want to talk about the club,” he said. 

“But they don’t seem to want to come and 
watch us play football. 

“That’s a shame, because we have been very 
competitive in most of our home games this sea- 


“We got bigger crowds last year when, quite 
frankly, we sometimes struggled to get out of our 
own half. 

“You have to ask whether it is worthwhile car- 
tying on when so few people seem to care. We 
could go back to the NSW Superleague and potter 
about there for half the wage bill.” 

He agreed Knop was taking a risk with his out- 
burst. 

“Tt could alienate more people than it attracts, 
but after five seasons in the league, the fans have 


‘Neither player saw much National League 

action; they failed to make the starting line-up in 

any game, and were restricted to a handful of 
appearances by coming off the bench. 


Tom Sermanni: High Profile. 


to be made aware that a continued place in the 
competition is not ours by right, 

“Tt is not as if we are asking for 10,000 at every 
game — we could more than pay our way with 
4000 — but at the moment every time we play at 
home we are losing money.” 

The Cosmos have asked the presidents of local | 
clubs to a meeting this week, with the aim of 
exploring ways of getting more fans though the 
gate in the remaining matches of the season. 


Practice makes Pertect 


““Pasic’s new techniques full of quality” 


By! Mark Stavroulakis 


e is the only man to have lead 
Australia to a World Cup 
Finals in 1974. He is Rale Rasic. 

The man known to people as the ‘mae- 
stro’ has been busily working on a new 
plan that is set to pick up his illustrious 
career once again. No, it’s not another 
coaching job at a National League level, 
but it is Rasic’s newfound techniques that 
he has endorsed with equipment that will 
be the new avenue for Australian soccer. 

A sport like soccer, which is the high- 
est played activity in the world especially 
in Australia, has blossomed well in the 
past few years, Currently catering for 
140,000 juniors in the NSW region, it is 
easy to say that soccer in on a high, com- 
paring it to many other popular sports. 

One man that has ceased on this oppor- 
tunity to educate these young kids and the 
professionals as well is none other than 
Rale Rasic. 

Bom in Eastern Europe, Rasic’s coach- 
ing diplomas are that of high class, pick- 
ing them up in Europe, South America 
and Australia. In Rale’s thirty-year career 
span, he has said to have trained at least 
one million players, making this an amaz- 
ing result for this very multi-talented man. 

Living legends such as Beckenbauer, 
Souness, the late Sir Stanley Matthews, 
Pele, Neeskins, Carlos Alberto, Kevin 
Keegan and Professor Julio Mezzei 
(Pele’s manager), are just some of the 
many big names Rasic has been accompa- 
nied with. 

Travelling around the world, meeting 


new people and developing contacts have 
helped Rasic compile many coaching 
techniques, using them in his own unique 
way. 

“Working with these great pioneers of 
soccer have taught me many more innova- 
tive ideas in thinking very professional- 
ly,” Rasic said. 


Rale Rasic: New techniques. 
‘There are four main endorsements in 
which Rasic abides by, they are: Heading 
for Glory, Jumping for Glory, Goal for 
Glory and Coach's Mate. All of these 
activities are all equipped with the latest 
high-tech fittings that are sure to progress 
players especially the young ones. 
Heading for Glory is a heading appara- 
tus that helps the player develop his kick- 
ing, heading and chesting skills. Eye ball 
skills, balance, timing and co-ordination 
agility are helped upon when put to the 
test by the jumping for glory apparatus. 
FIFA has commended Rasic in this area 


as they have endorsed it and have hailed it 
as a big success. 

“Heading for Glory, we believe will be 
of great use, particularly i in the coaching 
of young players”, Walter Gagg, Director 
of sports division at FIFA said. 

Jumping for Glory is an activity that 
helps people's strides and makes the play- 
er run correctly and precisely making 
him/her faster. Various hurdles are put on 
the ground and spaced out in order for the 
player to run the correct, easier and fast 
way fine tuning the skill of this action. 

Running in soccer is of course very 
critical, as to have that extra edge over an 
opponent will prove to be much more of a 
success as the match progresses on. 
Coinciding with Jumping for Glory, play- 
ers can take that extra step in developing 
and perfecting this skill to its highest abil- 
ity. 

“Seccer is a simple game and simple 
ideas for training are very often the best. 
Rale’s hurdles are as a result of extensive 
experience in physical training and condi- 
tioning,” Perth Glory and former East 
German coach Bernd Stange stated. 

Goal for Glory is yet another product 
endorsed by the ‘maestro’. This practice 
allows the player to shoot and defend at 
fraining with a smaller goal post of that 
used in a real match. It is also used to 
have various one on one’s or two on two 
matches that always prove to be an enjoy- 
able exercise at a training ground, but this 
time aiming at scoring or defending in a 
much smaller goal making the task much 
harder. 

Also, Rasic has altered the size of the 
ball in order for the game to be that much 
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harder in trying to master it. The 
small ball makes it harder and more diffi- 

cult to control, as the glory bail involves 
that extra bit of skill to grasp the proper 
technique of it. 

These special skill balls are only exclu- 
sive to Rale’s training programs of 
course. Various specifications have been 
altered to that of a normal size football. 


Christian Vieri: “Never stop 
practicing.” 

The Skill ball is made up of special 
synthetic leather not of rubber, which is 
used on normal soccer balls, that makes it 
harder to control, 

Lastly, Coach’s Mate is something 
unique that Rasic has introduced in order 
to help the coach at trainings in refining 
the players skills, which in fact is all 
equipped in one bag. Consisting of zigza- 
ps, markers, stopwatch and field marker, 
all these are an essential for any coach 
pursuing a dream of creating and develop- 


ing younger talent. 

These various techniques and styles 
developed by Rasic took years of coach- 
ing to actually conduct and are known to 
De one of the most modem skill drills in 
the world. 

“Simple, innovative and practical ideas 
for all players are a must. Skills are 
learned before puberty but we should 
never stop practicing. Correct practice 
makes perfect. | wish Rale every suc- 
cess,” said Bora Milutinovic, former 
World Cup coach for Costa Rica, USA 
and Mexico, and also one of Rasic’s best 
friends. 

The simple rule of learning skill drills 
at a young level is what is needed to 
progress through the ranks, and starting 
and practicing from a young age, is what 
brings out the future stars. 

“Learn your techniques as early as you 
can. Never stop practicing,” Inter Milan 
star Christian Vieri said according to 
Rasic’s program. 

Heading for Glory, Jumping for Glory, 
Goal for Glory and Coach’s Mate are all 
endorsements that Rale Rasic has brought 
out, They are all easy to use, portable but 
the best aspect is that it’s not only 
equipped for soccer, but for other sports 
as well. 

Rasic’s knowledge in the game is sec- 
ond to none and we wish him the best of 
tuck with these products, and know that 
many young players will benefit from 
these specific drills. 

“Tf you use this equipment 48 weeks a 
year, three to four hours per day, success 
is assured as the more you learn, the bet- 
ter player you will be,” concluded Rasic. 


ne of the rewarding joys of 
QOiates is being able to 

watch your siblings partici- 
pate in their chosen sporting pur- 
suits. 

Dependent on their behavioural 
traits, most fathers and mothers are 
welcomed by their sons and daughters 
as supportive fans on the touchlines. 

Those parents who are not wanted 
will get subtle hints, while those who 
are required will receive the ultimate 
accolade of a voice pleading — “Why 
don’t you come and see me play?” 

Proud Adelaide father Rocky pro- 
vides a case in point, but there are 
extenuating circumstances surrounding 
his failure to respond to the call of his 
two sons to attend their respective 
matches. 

“They still ask me to go to see them 
play and 1 feel guilty about not going,” 
Rocky said. 

The father in question is Rocky 
Aloisi, coach of the SA Premier 
League club Raiders, whose sons are 
Ross and John. 

Ross, 26, and John, 24, are profes- 
sional soccer players, Ross with 
Austrian First Division club Graz AK 
and John with English Premier League 
club Coventry City. 

Rocky did answer the calls of his 
boys in 1998 when he embarked on a 
five-week trip to see John perform with 
Portsmouth and Ross with French First 
Division club Lorient. 

“T was very dedicated because I went 
to every training session,” Rocky said. 
“T visited other clubs as well and learnt 
alot. 

“But, one thing that has to be taken 
into account is that you can’t expect to 
apply professional training methods to 
part timers — that just won’t work.” 


Currently, Socceroo Ross is thriving 
in the tough environment of Austrian 
football, while fellow Australian inter- 
national John, is enduring his most 
frustrating period since embarking-on 
his overseas professional career which 
began with Standard Leige (Belgium) 
and continued with Antwerp 
(Belgium), Cremonese (Italy), 
Portsmouth and Coventry. 

The phrase, “Being sent to 
Coventry,” has taken on a bitter mean- 
ing for John, who has been sidelined 
for six months through a hamstring 
injury. 

“John has started light training,» 
Rocky said. “When I ring England, 
John doesn’t like to talk much, because 
he’s like me when I lose a game — I’m 
a bad loser. 

“T get most of the information from 
John’s wife, Angela, but John will start 
talking again when the frustration of 
the injury is over.” 


John Aloisi: Started light training. 


Apart from missing most of 
Coventry's league season, the former 
Adelaide City junior. was forced to 
withdraw from the Socceroo squad for 
the matches against Brazil, Hungary 


and the Czech Republic. 

The hamstring tear is just above the 
knee, an injury described as similar to 
the one suffered by Liverpool star 
Michael Owens. 

“Basically, I’ve spent a lot of time 
recently doing weights and making 
everyone’s life miserable, with Angela 
copping the worst of it, but once f get 
back on the park playing she’ll be OK 
— and she can’t wait,” John said. 


PELOSI PICKS 


UP LAGATI 

Adelaide City has acted on the 
advice of Claudido Pelosi by signing 
his ex-Empoli team mate, Gianluca 
Lagati. 

The Force has contracted defender 
Lagati for the rest of the NSL season, 
hoping that his presence will extend 
their campaign into their customary 
finals stage. 

A former Juventus junior, Lagati, 27, 
played alongside Alessandro del Piero 
in Serie B side Padova. He also spent 
four seasons with Serie C club Gualdo. 

“Gianluca is a greater player and I 
feel he will quickly adapt to Australian 
conditions,” Pelosi predicted. 


BRAZILIANT DRAW 
FOR SA? 


South Australia is banking on 
Brazilian loyalty to ice its Olympic 
Games tournament in September. 

Historically, Brazil, when it comes 
to trophy collection, likes to return to 
the scenes of former triumphs. 

And since Brazil was based in 
Adelaide when it won the World Youth 
title in 1993, and spoke glowingly of 
the facilities, as well as the lifestyle and 
the hospitality, the hopes are that its 
officials will use their considerable 
influence to return. 

History certainly repeated itself in 
1986 when Brazil came back to 
Guadalajara, Mexico, scene of its 1970 
World Cup success. 

Adelaide will lobby for the honour 
of hosting the Brazilians, but can 
expect stern opposition from Brisbane, 
which is pushing for Brazil to play-at 
the Gabba as top seed in Group D. 


he Newcastle Breakers, last 

Thursday, announced a five 

prong sponsorship deal with 
a mix of local, national and interna- 
tional companies that marketing 
manager Marty McLean will need 
to work overtime on to retain. 

The fact that McLean was able to 
get Retravision / Hunter Group, Nestle 
Peters, Holiday Inn, Rover Coaches 
and Garden City Shopping Centre on 
board was a great effort strengthened 
by the team doing so well on the park. 
Perhaps a bit of professionalism in the 
managers office might see them retain 
these valued sponsors past this season. 

When the Breakers travel to Perth 
and Melbourne later this season they 
will stay at Holiday Inn Hotels. 

“The reason we are here today is to 
announce the formation of several 
strategic alliances,” Newcastle 
Breakers marketing manager Martin 
McLean told the gathered media rep- 
resentatives at the Holiday Inn in 
Newcastle last week. 

“The Newcastle Breakers have 
experienced phenomenal growth this 
season on the back of the team’s win- 
ning performances. 

“Breakers home crowds have 
grown by 66 per-cent which has 
allowed us to build additional corpo- 
rate boxes and also make room for an 
influx of season ticket holders. 

“And now with the support of the 
Breakers major sponsors we can look 
forward to initiating further projects 
which include additional selling points 


WOLLONGONG NEWS 


Breakers 


throughout the Hunter (Valley) 
for Breakers game tickets and mer- 
chandise and the continued develop- 
ment of our junior program, 

“Tt is pleasing to see such reputable 
local, national and international com- 
panies offering their support and con- 
fidence to the Newcastle Breakers. 

“Though these arrangements aré 
only for the remainder of this season, 
it has provided us with a solid plat- 
form for next season. 

“We are now working hard towards 
producing long term fruitful relaticn- 
ships.” 


a 
ES 


Lee Sterrey: Coach who has 
brought huge success to the 
Breakers this season. 

Let’s hope the managers of the 
companies represented deal with 
Marty and are forgiving of a general 
manager who can’t read correctly 
from a prepared speech. 

Rover Coaches logo appears on the 
Breakers shirt sleeve while Holiday 
Inn and Retravision are on the front of 
the shirt. Garden City and Nestle 
Peters appear on the back of the shirt. 
Existing sponsors NBN (sleeve) and 
2HD (shorts) also compliment the 
sponsors on the-Breakers playing 
strip. 


By Otto Bader 


olves latest addition, newly arrived 

from a stint in the UK, midfield 

player Mark Robertson (23), made 
his first appearance at Brandon Park. 

The Wolves, not fancied in pre-season bet- 
ting, find themselves at the pinnacle of the 
table, even if only for a week, leading on goal 
difference. 

They are defying all experts. 

Hopefully the supporters continue to turn out 
in massive numbers to cheer their team on for 
the run home, keeping a top spot. 

EEE 

Club loyalty to be recognised is the aim for 
past Wolves president Brian Hastings. He is 
heading a committee of Wolves supporters, 
shareholders and officials to acknowledge 10 
years service of Wolves captain Matt Horsley. 

A special media launch is to be organised 


with future activities to be determined in recog- 
nition of the contribution of Matt Horsley now 
in his tenth year with the club. 

BREE 

Yellow peril is threatening some Wolves 
players, in danger of missing 
out on possible end of season 
play-off matches. Goalkeeper 
Les Pogliacomi is on three yel- 
low cards, one more means an 
automatic one match suspen- 
sion. 

Striker Scott Chipperfield, who 
has already served a one game sus- 
pension, is once again facing the fact 
that another yellow card could bring a two 
game ban. 

The third Wolves player walking the yellow 
card tight-rope is defender George Souris. All 
these players now face a nervous few weeks 


and need to watch out for over-board tackles or 


other possible booking offences. 


EEEE 

Tall striker Esala Masi is back in action after 
recovering from a hamstring injury. Also 
strongman defender David Cervinski is back, 
much to the relief of Wolves coach Nick 

Theodorakopoulos. 

EEE 
Wolves Cubs success against 
Manly Dolphins — U/11s won 
1-0, U/12s lost 1-0, U/13s won 
3-0 and are clear leaders. U/14s 
won 4-0, U/15s drew 1-1 
and U/16s won 1-0. 

Soccer [awarra round 2 results 
in ICU Premier League: Bulli 1 
Kemblawarra 3, Northern United 0 


= Cringila Lions 2, Western Suburbs 2 


Wollongong Olympic 2, Port Kembla 1 
Shoalhaven City 1, Coniston Lions 0 Lysaghts 
2, Tarrawanna 3 Albion Park WE 1. 

ICU First Division: Highlands 0 Woonona 1, 
lawarra United 2 University 2, South Coast 


United 2 Dapto 1, Shellharbour City 1 Picton 
Rangers 1, Berkeley 1 Fernhill 1, Balgownie 2 
Warilla Wanderers 0, Kiama 4 Helensburgh 3. 

Surprise results in Premier League are 
Cringila’s win over last year’s champion, 
Lysaghts win over previous week’s record scor- 
er Coniston and Bulli’s disappointing start. 

In First Division Kiama stopped high flyers 
Helensburgh, South Coast United defeated 10-0 
first round winners Dapto while Bellambi leads 
the table at present with a win and a draw. 
Looks like a very competitive competition. 

anERE 

The Austral Bricks Cup final played 
Wednesday night organised by South Coast 
United, resulted in Cringila Lions winning first 
prize. Second was Port Kembla, 3rd Fernhill, 
4th South Coast United, Sth Western Suburbs 
and 6th Bulli. 

Even the runners-up received $400. Not bad! 
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-ETTERS TO THE EDITO 


Dear Sir, 

I'ma Norther Spirit supporter and 1 was happy to 
see Northern Spirit lose to the Auckland Kingz on 
recently. The reason I was happy is that Nicola Berti 
was not involved in the game and therefore cannot be 
blamed for this loss. 

It seems to me that people like Graham Arnold & 
John Taylor (from Daily Telegraph) don’t respect 
people like Nicola Berti enough. Since his arrival, 
Berti has received a caning from these two supposed- 
ly soccer experts. 


Graham Arnold: Should he stay? 


Arnold’s results speak for themselves. He should 
resign or be sacked as soon as possible. This is the 
guy who stated that he was prepared to give youth a 
chance, but yet still has lan Crook playing, consider- 
ing they have nothing to play for this year. 

As for John Taylor, everybody knows where he is 
coming from, he is one of Eddie Thomson’s support- 
ers, this is why every time something is done to bet- 
ter this great game in this country, he has to “bag” it. 

When Terry Venables was appointed as National 
Coach, he was against it from day one. OK Australia 
didn’t qualify for the World Cup, but what he did for 
Australian Soccer in the period he was involved 
nobody has come close to. 

At least when he was coach, Australia played great 
soccer and looked like scoring goals and entertained. 
Not the lone ranger tactics that Thomson used to 
adopty. 

When a club like Northern Spirit does something 
good for this game, like bring out a quality player 
liker Nicola Berti, he is the first to come out and 
“bap” it. He is always the first to publish all the neg- 
ative things that come out of Northern Spirit. It’s 
quite obvious that he has something against the club. 
The sooner Australian Soccer gets rid of these peo- 
ple the better it is for the game. 

Juliano Saezand 
Wetherill Park, NSW 


Well, some pretty damning allegations there 
Juliano! 

The most important thing here is that it is a great 
thing that Northern Spirit has brought such a quality 
player to this country. 

T hope they benefit and who knows maybe you'll 
see John Taylor write something positive. 

I'm sure your probably a little biased as a Spirit 
supporter. 

Keep reading, I'm sure things will get better. - Ed 


Dear Sir, 

1 feel that I should write to you as Editor of ABSW 
because I am writing on behalf of myself and perhaps 
even the average soccer fan. 

I was covering the Northern Spirit v Gippsland 
Falcons game on Friday night, for a foreign language 
paper that I do some work for, and as I always do on 
a Friday night, I took my fiance” along to the game. 

We were sitting out near the fence at North Sydney 
Oval when the heavens opened up. As we only had a 
general admission ticket (and I had my media 
pass)we decided to run towards the O’Reilly Stand to 
escape the elements. 

Others, and there were very few of us at the game, 
decided to do the same. However, once we got there 
we were greeted by a lady claiming to be an ‘official’ 
who stopped us and told us that the two end stands 
are available for general admission. Fair enough, 
however, the nearest stand to us was the O’Reilly 
stand and it was pouring. 

Furthermore, the O’Reilly Stand was virtually 
empty (just like the ground itself) and it would have 
been a nice PR exercise to let the few people (most 
were children) just sit in there out of the rain. No 
chance! 

Rules are mules and flexibility is not part of their 
vocab, despite the poor public relations exercise that 
resulted. The O'Reilly stand is reserved for season 
ticket holders and that is it, 

Well, to Northern Spirit, let me remind you of a 
few things. A couple of years ago when I was writing 
in a community newspaper a weekly feature article on 
soccer, if I dared to criticise Northern Spirit, 1 would 
receive a phone call because they were very con- 
cemed about their image. Where is that same image 
today? Northem Spirit did not announce a crowd fig- 
ure for the game and if that sort of inflexibility exists, 
then you can understand why their crowds are staying 
away in droves. 

Those children, sent away from the stand to get 
wet, are well within their rights to refuse to ever 
attend Northern Spirit games again. 

Oh yes, by the way, didn’t those same children 
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WHEN IT RAINS, IT POURS 


receive a lot of complimentary Spirit tickets through 
their schools last year? Some schools, in the original 
Spirit area, havn't seen a complimentary Spirit ticket 
for ages. However, there is always a Parramatta 
Power ticket, and sometimes even a Marconi ticket, 
floating around the school. 

Go the Power, your marketing department should 
be complimented for what you do for local schools 
and in the long run you will reap the benefits. As for 
the Spirit, authority doesn’t come from the badge, but 
what is behind the badge. 

The only saving grace for me personally, was that 
the Spirit Chairman allowed myself and fiance’ to sit 
in the near empty second media tower, however, for 
the few brave souls that attended the game, just hang 
in there because by drawing public attention to it, 
soccer marketing and P.R might improve in this 
country. 

When there are small crowds at any venue, the 
public that do attend soccer matches should be given 
the best possible seats, if they are empty. We desper- 
ately need those fans to return to our game and we 
simply cannot afford to lose them to other codes. 

Each and every club should get a list of ALL the 
schools in their local area and send them 50 to 100 
complimentary tickets (depending on school size) for 
each of their home games. Anything less means that 
their marketing people are sleeping. Don’t preach 
(market) to the converted, they go to games anyway, 
target the children as they are the future! 

Joe Russo 
By email 


Joe, it’s unfortunate that such things happen and 
in hindsight people do different things. Nobody wants 
to upset children but sometimes the very difficult-to- 
master human characteristic of ‘Commonsense’ is all 
too absent. I guess in this case it just might have 
been, 

But remember, if the same situation arises again, it 
doesn’t necessarity mean that the outcome will be the 
same. - Ed, 


FEDERATION DIVISION 


ONE 

First Grade: Rockdale City Suns 3 (S 
Ckuamovski 18m, A Adamo 27m, Z 
Kuzmanoski 30m), Dulwich Hill 3 (R 
Todorouski 51m, A Stubbs 53m, T 
Pontidas 87m): AC United 1 (J 
Melisorgous 3m), Hajduk Wanderers 0: 
Illawarra Lions 1 (M Stojanovski 58m), 
Hurstville City Minotaurs 1 (M Sarikakis 
72m): Bathurst ‘75 1 (A Collins 52m), 
M.S.C. Liverpool 3 (T Dunlop Sim, A 
Maiorca 62m, J Amendolia 71m): Fraser 
Park 0, Auburn United 2 (S Tumer 50m, N 
Varess 79m): Stanmore Hawks, Ryde City 
Gunners Washed Out. 

Under 21: Rockdale City Suns 2, 
Dulwich Hill 1: AC United 0, Hajduk 
Wanderers 0: Illawarra Lions 0, Hurstville 
City Minotaurs 9: Bathurst ‘75 3, M.S.C. 
Liverpool 3: Fraser Park 1, Auburn United 
1: Stanmore Hawks, Ryde City Gunners 
Washed Out. Under 18: Rockdale City 
Suns 1, Dulwich Hill 0; AC United 2, 
Hajduk Wanderers 1: Illawarra Lions 2, 
Hurstville City Minotaurs 4: Bathurst *75 
2, M.S.C. Liverpool 3: Fraser Park 12, 
Auburn United 1: Stanmore Hawks, Ryde 
City Gunners Washed Out. 


FEDERATION DIVISION 
Two 


First Grade: Central Coast Lakers, 
Greystanes Washed Out: Mt Druitt Town 
Rangers, Sydney District Washed Out: Mt 
Pritchard 1, University of NSW 0:. White 
City, Sydney University Washed Out: 
Hakoah 5, Belmore Hercules 1: Hills 
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United, Hurstville ZSC Washed Out. 
Under 21: Central Coast Lakers, 
Greystanes Washed Out: Mt Druitt Town 
Rangers, Sydney District Washed Out: Mt 
Pritchard 2, University of NSW 0: White 
City, Sydney University Washed Out: 
Hakoah 0, Belmore Hercules 2: Hills 
United, Hurstville ZSC Washed Out. 

Under 18; Ceatral Coast Lakers, 
Greystanes Washed Out: Mt Druitt Town 
Rangers, Sydney District Washed Out: Mt 
Pritchard, University of NSW Washed 
Out: White City, Sydney University 
Washed Out: Hakoah 0, Belmore Hercules 
0: Hills United, Hurstville ZSC Washed 
Out. 


FEDERATION DIVISION 
THREE 

First Grade: Balmain 0, Prairiewood 
United 2: Holy Cross Ryde 0, The 
Wanderers 2: Prospect United, Colo Colo 
Washed Out: Camden Tigers, Nepean 
District Washed Out; Trasandinos 2, 
Liverpool City 3: Western Sydney Lions, 
Parramatta City Washed Out, Reserve 
Grade: Balmain 2, Prairiewood United 1: 
Holy Cross Ryde 5, The Wanderers 2: 
Prospect United, Colo Colo Washed Out: 
Camden Tigers, Nepean District Washed 
Out: Trasandinos 3, Liverpool City 0: 
Western Sydney Lions, Parramatta City 
Washed Out. 


FEDERATION DIVISION 
FOUR 
Round 4: All Games for Ist Grade and 
Reserve Grade were Washed Out. 


FEDERATION DIVISION 
FIVE 

First Grade: Liverpool Olympic, 
Kosciusko Washed Out: Hinchinbrook 
Chiefs, Bossy Washed Out: Lithgow 
Workmen 3, Petersham 2: UTS, Birrong 
Sports Washed Out: Western Sydney 
Passion, Fairfield City Washed Out. 
Reserve Grade: Liverpool Olympic, 
Kosciusko Washed Out: Hinchinbrook 
Chiefs, Bossy Washed Out: Lithgow 
Workmen 0, Petersham 2: UTS, Birrong 
Sports Washed Out: Western Sydney 
Passion, Fairfield City Washed Out. 


WOMENS SUPER 


LEAGUE 

First Grade: Manly Warringah 
Dolphins 3, Wollongong Wolves 0: 
Gladesville Ravens 1, Macarthur Rams 1: 
Northern NSW/HAS 7, Central Coast 
Lakers 0: Marconi, Nepean Association 
Washed Out: Sutherland Sharks 0, NSW 
Academy 3. 

Grade 21: Manly Warringah Dolphins 
2, Wollongong Wolves 2: Gladesville 
Ravens 0, Macarthur Rams 1; Northern 
NSW/HAS 7, Central Coast Lakers 3: 
Marconi, Nepean Association Washed 
Out. 


WOMENS STATE 
LEAGUE 
First Grade: Uts 2, CSI Schofields 1: 
Bathurst City 9, Inter Lions 0: Gladesville 
Hornsby Koalas 3, Roselands Raptors 4. 
Grade 19: Bathurst City 4, Inter Lions 
1: Gladesville Hornsby Koalas 1, 


Roselands Raptors 0: UTS, CSI Schofields 
Washed Out. 


SUPER YOUTH LEAGUE 
Grade 13: Eastern Suburbs Wanderers 
2,Canterbury Marrickville Berries 0: 
Bankstown City Cubs 5, Fairfield Bulls 0: 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles Vs Macarthur 
Rams Washed Out: Sydney United Vs 
Parramatta Eagles Washed Out: 
Blacktown City Demons 4, Sydney 
Olympic 2: Marconi Stallions Vs Central 
Coast Coasties Washed Out, Penrith 
Panthers Vs Wollongong Wolves Washed 
out: Manly Warringah Dolphins 0, 
Sutherland Sharks 1: Northern Spirit 4, St 
George Saints 0: Leichhardt Tigers 2, 
Newcastle Breakers 4. 
Grade 14: Eastern Suburbs Wanderers 
2, Canterbury Marrickville Berries 1: 


“Bankstown City Cubs 3, Fairfield Bulls 1: 


Bonnyrigg White Eagles Vs Macarthur 
Rams Washed Out: Sydney United Vs 
Parramatta Eagles Washed Out: 
Blacktown City Demons 4, Sydney 
Olympic 0: Marconi Stallions Vs Central 
Coast Coasties Washed Out, Penrith 
Panthers Vs Wollongong Wolves Washed 
Out: Manly Warringah Dolphins 4, 
Sutherland Sharks 2: Northern Spirit 4, St 
George Saints 0; Leichhardt Tigers 0, 
Newcastle Breakers 2. 

Grade 15: Eastern Suburbs Wanderers 
4, Canterbury Marrickville Berries 1: 
Bankstown City Cubs 2, Fairfield Bulls 1: 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles Vs Macarthur 
Rams Washed Out: Sydney United Vs 
Parramatta Eagles Washed Out: 
Blacktown City Demons 0, Sydney 


Olympic 3: Marconi Stallions Vs Central 
Coast Coasties Washed Out, Penrith 
Panthers Vs Wollongong Wolves Washed 
Out: Manly Warringah Dolphins 0, 
Sutherland Sharks 3: Northem Spirit 1, St 
George Saints 0: Leichhardt Tigers 1, 
Newcastle Breakers 5. 

Grade 16; Easter Suburbs Wanderers 
0, Canterbury Marrickville Berries 1: 
Bankstown City Cubs 1, Fairfield Bulls 2: 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles Vs Macarthur 
Rams Washed Out: Sydney United Vs 
Parramatta Eagles Washed Out: 
Blacktown City Demons 2, Sydney 
Olympic 0: Marconi Stallions Vs Central 
Coast Coasties Washed Out, Penrith 
Panthers Vs Wollongong Wolves Washed 
Out: Manly Warringah Dolphins 1, 
Sutherland Sharks 2; Northern Spirit 5, St 
George Saints 0; Leichhardt Tigers 2, 
Newcastle Breakers 2. 


DIVISION ONE YOUTH 


LEAGUE 
Round 4: All games for G/13, G/14, 
G/15 and G/16 were washed out. 


DIVISION TWO YOUTH 


LEAGUE 
Round 3: All games for G/13, G/14, 
G/15 and G/16 were washed out. 


@ apsw 


NATIONAL SOCCER LEAGUE 


NORTHERN SPIRIT 
GIPPSLAND FALCONS 


By John Economos 


mistakes committed by Falcons players that utlimately 

allowed them to score a goal in each session before running 
out 2-0 winners over a tight and well organised Gippsland Falcons 
last Friday night at the North Sydney Oval. 

The Spirit struggled to brake the dead lock up until just five minutes 
before the break. 

Following a terrible throw-in taken by a Gippsland defender 
inexplicably back towards his own defence, the ball flew far too 
forward for sweeper Mehmed Durakovic to gather possession. 

That's all that the hungry and dangerously lurking Seal needed as he 
tead it exceptionally well to race in, intercept, then set sail for the edge 
of the box before letting fly with a screamer that nailed the target. 

Seventeen minutes from the bell, another piece of disaster play by a 
Falcon player presented the Spirit’s hungry and eager 17-year-old 
substitute striker Ryan Griffiths, the chance to double the scoreline and 
cement all three League points for his side. 

A long bouncing through ball blasted upfield by left wingback 
Matthew Langdon, saw the Falcons’ goalie Bojo Jevdjevic totally 
misjudge the bounce. As he raced out to the edge of his box, Jevdjevic 
erroneously allowed the ball to bounce on the hard pitch and it flew 
high and well over his head. 

The young and enthusiastic Griffiths, being in no philanthropic 
mood and extremely keen to iinpress, gleefully raced around the 
‘keeper to slam it into the now unguarded net. 

The Falcons made life very tough for the Spirit as the midfield of 
Sandy Robertson, John Hutchinson and Clayton Bell quickly closed 


Ts Northern Spirit largely relied on two horrendous 


AUCKLAND KINGZ 
ADELAIDE CITY FORCE 


By Gareth Duggan {in Auckland) 


clearly demonstrated to the Football Kingz than in the 2-0 
defeat to Adelaide Force at North Harbour Stadium on 
Thursday. 

One major positional error by the usually solid Ivan Vicelich, an 
unbelievable miss by veteran striker Wynton Rufer and the sending-off 
of striker John Lammers were crucial moments in the defeat. 

With the Force looking composed and well-organised, such 
transgressions made victory — even in front of the large, vocal crowd 
— an unlikely proposition. 

The Kingz started brightly, with Aaron Silva denied by the 
outstretched arms of Force ‘keeper Adrian Cagalj. Then Damien Mori 
went close for the visitors and an entertaining game seemed likely. 

But the Kingz were always on the back foot in the battle for midfield 
parity, with only Harry Ngata — the scourge of Australian ankles all 


T= harsh realities of professional soccer were never more 


CARLTON SC 
PERTH GLORY 


By Bert van Bedaf 


n inspirational 60 seconds in the second half gave Carlton a 
hard-fought 3-1 victory over Perth Glory at Olympic Park last 
Friday night in front 1749 spectators. 

Two goals within a minute after the interval by captain Andrew Marth 
gave the Blues an unassailable lead, although the Glory struck back with 
just over 20 minutes remaining to give the game a nail-biting finish. 

Marth, who battled a bout of the ‘flu and was a last-hour inclusion, made 
room for Simon Colosimo in the 75th minute. It was Colosimo’s first senior 
Tun since Manchester United striker Andy Cole inflicted a shocking knee 
injury on him playing for the Socceroos at the MCG eight months ago. 

“This was good victory for us,” Carlton coach Stuart Munro said 
afterwards. “During the (second-half) 15 minute surge (after the goals) we 
looked terrific. But Perth got a goal back and almost scored an equaliser as 
well,” Munro reflected on Perth’s late fight-back, 

Marth’s late inclusion was nothing short of inspirational. The 
indomitable captain rose from his sickbed to lead the team on the park. 

“We didn’t know whether he was going to play until Friday moming,” 
Munro said. “But he’s such an important player for us. He’s so combatant,” 
Munro noted. 

Munro praised makeshift striker Andrew Packer for showing courage up 
front. “He’s a gutsy player and a hard worker. He’s not afraid to put his 
body on the line and he did well.” 

He also welcomed Colosimo’s return and singled out Danny Vasilevski 
for his first goal and excellent performance. “Danny did very well and 
Simon is a class player. Hopefully he’s on the way back,” Munro said. 

Perth Glory coach Bernd Stange said the absence of Troy Halpin 


down the home side with former international sweeper, the classy 
Mehmed Durakovic, cutting out anything that happened to leak 
through, 

Spirit’s Italian import international, Nicola Berti, still strived in the 
midfield is still wel} off being fully fit. His new role of sitting deep and 
in front of his twin-markers will suit him far better as the weeks roll on 
and he gets stronger. 

Berti almost had a goal in the second minute but he guided his 
header from a Matthew Langdon free kick well over the horizontal as 
did the Falcons’ lanky striker Brian MacNicol whose header in the 20th 
minute went wide of the target. 

The second half greatly livened up and in fact at one stage an all-in 
brawl appeared immanent when the Spirit*s veteran Ian Crook came on 
and clashed with a Falcon defender just outside the visitiors’ box. 

Five minutes after the interval Spirit midfielder Michael Cunico 
nodded down a cross but captain Robbie Slater’s blast at the target was 
brilliantly slapped away with one glove by Falcon custodian Jevdjevic. 

With six minutes left on the clock, the young Griffiths tenaciously 
chased, a seemingly hopeless ball, which he brilliantly managed to trap 
Tight on the byline. 

The teenager in a flash cracked it back square of the target and hit 
the base of the far left post to be denied a spectacular second goal of the 
night. 

Outstanding performers for the Spirit were ‘Man Of The Match’ and 
striker David Seal, followed by giant stopper Mark Rudan, Griffiths 
and sweeper Robbie Enes, whilst the Falcons were best served through 
industrious front runner Brian MacNicol, stylish sweeper Durakovic 
and energetic midfielder Clayton Bell. 

Spirit’s former international striker and now coach, Graham Amold, 
later reflected: “It wasn’t a great game to watch but | think we deserved 
on chances to win it. It certainly wasn’t one of our better games as 
Gippsland gave us a couple of presents, Our possession picked up in 


year — competing consistently and effectively for the home side. 
By the time Kingz ‘keeper Jason Batty made a mind-boggling triple: 
save on the half hour mark, it was already clear that more precise 
finishing by the Force would 
leave the Kingz really 
struggling. 

Then disaster struck in the 
43rd minute when Lammers 
drew the red card for a raised 
elbow in his aerial challenge 
with Bradley Hassell. 

The robust Dutchman had 
been the most promising axis 
of attack for the Kingz, and 
his departure left just the 
diminutive Aaron Silva 
scratching for goal-scoring 
opportunities. 

Early in the second half, 
Ngata was left writhing in 


Brad Hassell: First scorer. Pam after. Michael 


(suspended), Kasey Wehrman (Olyroos) and the departure of Con 
Boutsianis had left Perth’s midfield depleted. 

“We are just not able to substitute such players. Half of the game is 
played in the middle. But we can’t replace so many players. We don’t have 
enough depth,” Stange said. 

“When we were two goals down in a minute, we tried to fight back. 

Despotovski made the difference. We had back luck when he:hit the 
crossbar. It could have been a draw. 

“We are under pressure and we need to win our two home games to be in 
the finals. We should be playing for the premiership, but perhaps the 
pressure it too big for some of the players. 

“Tt was easier to play for a top six place (last season). But people in 
Perth expect more now. When we get Wehrman and Halpin back, we'll be 
able to give another (better) performance,” he said. 

Carlton created the early opportunities, with tall defender David 
McPherson and John Markovski heading and aiming over the bar in the 
first 15 minutes. 

Perth got away with two defensive tackles that looked suspiciously like 
fouls inside the box. Glory captain Gareth Naven appeared to tug Andrew 
Packer’s shirt in the 25th minute and Lubo Lapsansky seemed to be fouled 
while running between Naven and Hamilton Thorp five minutes later, also 
inside the area, 

But referee Mathew Breeze, renowned for bringing out the cards, kept 
the plastic in his back pocket. 

Perth strung together the first real chance, but Brazilian Aurelio was 
wide from an Alistair Edwards flick-on. 

Carlton stung back with two good chances in the last five minutes before 
the interval. Andrew Packer went through from a Lapsansky pass, but his 
left-foot shot flew across goal, while Marth went close with a header, 
which Perth ‘keeper Jason Petkovic saved well from point-blank range. 

But the Blues struck two stunning blows within a minute just after the 
break. 


the second half as our nerves got the better of us in the first half. When 
Crook (Jan) came on he settled us down, but ‘Crooky” doesn’t like to 
teally play these days. Griffiths (striker Ryan) is only 17 years old and 
did very well. 

“Berti (Italian import Nicola) is getting fitter these days and I’ ve got 
him sitting in front of the back three (‘Screener’) which seems to suit 
him now instead of expecting him to go from box to box.” 


In praising his stopper Mark Rudan, Amold went on to highlight: “In 
all the games that Rudan hasn’t played because of injuries, we have 
conceded 30 goals. He’s aerial power is just great for us,” Amold 
summed up. 


Cartwright’s clumsy challenge. Although the Kingz skipper continued, 
his presence after that fall was markedly Jess influential. 

The deadlock was finally broken when a Kingz attack broke down 
and Vicelich tried to make an intercept, missed, and left a gaping hole 
on the left of the defence. His team-mates could not respond quickly 
enough to cover, and Bradley Hassell was able to exploit that to score 
for the Force. 

A couple of minutes later Noah Hickey brought a sharp save from 
Cagalj, and in the 70th minute Vicelich almost made ammends from a 
comer. He won space well from impressive Force defender Alex Tobin, 
but his header from Jonathan Perry’s cross flashed just over. 

With 13 minutes left, the crowd finally got its wish to see Wynton 
Rufer in action. 

Sadly, his best opportunity to eam even greater adulation from the 
home fans went begging. A hopeful free-kick was touched on in the 
penalty area and, with heaps of space, the man who scores goals for 
laughs smashed nothing but a few million unlucky air molecules into 
the back of the net. 

Moments later a swift counter-attack through Aurelio Vidmar down 
the left ended with Kemp finishing superbly. 


Steve Horvat provided a long-range through-ball, which reached Marth 
outside the box. The Carlton captain raced into the area and smacked home 
the opening goal with bullet-like velocity. 

Sixty seconds later, Marth landed his and Carlton’s second in the net 
with another powerful shot, after Thorp had saved a Vasilevski header off 
the line. 

Carlton could have finished off the contest with a third goal just on the 
hour after Markovski sliced the ball into the goal-mouth from the left 

flank. But Packer stepped over the ball and McPherson scooped it over 
the bar from a metre out. 

Nonetheless, it was the best spell 
Carlton enjoyed since the early rounds. 
The players’ confidence lifted visibly, 
giving the Blues a spark that had been (% 
lacking for nearly five months. 

That’s why Perth’s goal in the 68th 
minute threatened to put a severe dent 
in Carlton’s near-euphoric mood. 
Bobby Despotovski, on for Ivan Ergic § 
at half time, found space to unleash 2 
20-metre shot that hit the net off the 
post to keep Glory in the match. 

‘The Westemers pressed hard to eam 
an equaliser with Edwards cracking a 
shot just wide of the post in the 73rd 
minute, Despotovski struck the bar 
with a looping shot three minutes into injury time, but the Blues sealed 
victory with the last kick of the match, two minutes later. 

Colosimo ran the ball into the box, where Petkovic half-cleared as he 
collided with the young Carlton star. An alert Vasilevski, however, was 
quick to claim the loose ball and strike his first NSL goal and Cariton’s 
third on the rebound. 
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NATIONAL SOCCER LEAGUE 


WOLLONGONG WOLVES 
MARCONI STALLIONS 


By Otto Bader 


of 7,338 spectators in an even game Marconi survived a late 
onslaught by the Wolves to take the points. 

Both coaches Nick Theodorakopoulos and Eddie Krncevic for 
Marconi had their sides well prepared and all players looked sharp. The 
teams entertained the spectators with good soccer, top moves and many 
terrific shots on goal. 

As the Marconi coach said afterwards he expected a tough match and 
his side played well in the first half while they had to weather the storm 
in the second half, it was a gutsy effort with some outstanding 
performances. 

Nick Theodorakopoulos for the Wolves paid tribute to a very good 
opponent, he was critical of some distribution by his team with too 
many passes going astray, however in his opinion two well playing 
teams cancelled each other out. The Wolves came up against an in-form 
Marconi which was clever enough to counter everything the Wolves 
threw at them. 

The game started furiously, the pace was lightening fast, quick 
interchange passing by both sides provided plenty of excitement. 
Wolves Dino Mennillo had the first dangerous shot on target and just 


A t Brandon Park last Sunday night in front of a great crowd 


SOUTH MELBOURNE 
BRISBANE STRIKERS 


By Bert van Bedaf 


a 0-0 draw and a point each with Brisbane Strikers at Bob Jane 

stadium last Sunday night as a unique third championship in 
succession begins to look like an impossible dream. Former champion 
Brisbane’s chances of making the finals are also looking remote. 

Captain Paul Trimboli twice, Anthony Magnacca, John Anastasiadis, 
Vaughan Coveny and Goran Lozanovski in the latter stages saw their 
attempts thwarted by Brisbane ‘keeper Clint Bolton and a resolute Strikers 
defence. 

The Strikers also could not penetrate South’s last line, but they should be 
happier with the draw than South Melboume, whose finals chances are 
looking slimmer every week, 

“Tt was a frustrating match. We were creating a lot of opportunities, but 
we gave them away. I don’t think we played badly tonight. If one chance 
goes in, it becomes a different story,” South coach Ange Postecogiou said. 

“Who knows,” Postecoglou replied when asked about South’s finals 
chances. 

“It's getting a bit hard now. We were terribly disappointed with our 
effort last week (4-2 loss to Canberra), but the effort was there today. It’s a 
bit out of our hands now, but as long as we're getting results, we'll see what 
happens,” he said, 

Postecoglou believed South needed to win six of its eight remaining 
matches (including a catch-up game) to reach the finals. 

Brisbane coach John Kosmina said he was happy with the point and 
believed his team still had a chance to make the finals. 

“I’m happy to get a point, considering the importance of the game. It’s 
been a while we took a point (off South away) and I can’t complain about 
that,” Kosmina said. 


St Melbourne is ruing a match of missed opportunities, sharing 


SYDNEY UNITED 1 
PARRAMATTA POWER 0 


ydney United notched up its first victory in 11 matches 
S= the first victory under coach Ivan Petkovie with a late 
1-0 win over Parramatta Power in front of 3,467 fans, 

United’s goal came with one minute of normal time to spare 
when replacement Ante Moric crossed the ball from the right 
sideline into the path of Tom Pondeljak. Pondeljak on the edge of 
the penalty area delicately chipped the ball over Parramatta’s 
goalkeeper, Mike Gibson, much to the relief of the ecstatic Sydney 
United fans. 

For United fans it was a win they craved all season following the 
mass exodus of their players to Parramatta. 

“Tt was a fantastic win,” said jubilant United coach Ivan Petkovic. 
“We knew the longer we kept it tight at the back and they had to 
push more men forward, that we might catch them on the break and 
that’s what Tommy did.” 

Pondeljak, who has struggled to score all season, caught Power 
napping from a quick free kick by. Ante Moric with two miutes left 


missed while counter attacks by Marconi forced Wolves keeper Les 
Pogliacomi to make a fine save to prevent any score. 
The keeper had a top game but so did Marconi’s Michael Turnbull. 


=. ee , : 
Sean Babic: Winner. 


“South had the better of us in the first half, but we were getting in some 
good positions (in the second half) although we didn't make the most of 
them. 

“But there’re still seven games to go, so we're (both) in it with a chance. 
We just need to be a bit more positive and some players will need to take a 
bit more of the responsibilities,” he said, 

South Melbourne began its throw of the finals dice in attacking mood, 
creating early chances. Steve Isosifidis released Magnacca with a short pass 
from the right after nine minutes. 

Magnacca gave himself space with a deft back-heel turn and had a shot 
on goal that Bolton blocked, giving Anastasiadis a slim chance on the 
rebound that finished in a goal kick, 

Anastasiadis was in the thick of it again two minutes later, but his shot 
from five metres flew over the crossbar. 

Magnacca, in place of Lozanovski who was relegated to the bench, also 
dazzled with some clever footwork in the 17th minnte, giving himself 
space, but his right-foot shot went wide of the left post, 

Tn contrast, Archie Alagich struggled to make an impression in place of 
Steve Panopoulos, also dropped to the bench, and the pair reversed roles in 
the second half. 

However, Brisbane weathered the South storm well, cutting through the 
middle with a low shot by Jeromy Harris that threatened to test South 
‘keeper Chris Jones but bounced just wide of the left post. 

A poor, clearing header by Nick Orlic in the 35th minute allowed a busy 
Harris another shot from 20 metres that went also wide but kept the South 
defence on its toes. 

Paul Foster saw his shot saved by Jones five minutes before the break as 
Brisbane slowly matched South by reducing its early dominance. 

Brisbane’s Peter Dwyer headed a Jade North cross over the bar in the 
49th minute, giving South notice, while a minute later South captain Paul 
Trimboli should have done better with a close-range shot. But his attempted 
chip proved an easy catch for Bolton after a good build-up involving 
Magnacca and a cross by losifidis. 

Bolton also stood his ground with a header from David Clarkson in the 
58th minute as the South attack kept running into a solid Brisbane defence. 
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Marconi looked very organised at the back. In the earlier stages the 
visitors were testing the Wolves keeper with long-range shots. 

In the 27th minute the home side scored after a quick break, the ball 
reached Esala Masi and the Fijian international first seemed to lose the 
ball, but regained and hit it into the net, a fine individual effort. 

The stadium erupted. For the visitors Francis Awaritefe answered 
with a near missed header, the ball just clearing the bar. 

However, in the 35th minute, a quickly taken free-kick caught the 
Wolves off guard and Awaritefe was on hand to head in the cross 
giving the keeper no chance. 

Marconi was on a roll and took the lead right on half-time in the 45th 
minute through Sean Babic who caught Wolves defence napping. 

The second half saw a continuous attacking Wolves side, throwing 
all caution to the wind. Several near misses and numerous comers came 
their way. 

Blatant chances were wasted by several Wolves players, unable to 
find the target or being frustrated by excellent goal keeping. 

Marconi had the opportunities to increase the score with the Wolves 
pushing players forward and looking exposed at the back, only alert 
goalkeeping by Les Pogliacomi keeping the score down. 

Matt Horsley had the opportunity to equalise with the final kick, only 
to see his effort narrowly miss. It was an even match with the Wolves 
having plenty of possession mainly in the second half while Marconi 
defended with cleverness and skill. 

The home side had chances but when one does not utilise them one 
cannot win. 


Magnacca’s substitution with Coveny earned Postecoglou boos from the 
restless South crowd, while the 21-year-old was given loud applause for his 
tireless efforts. 

Minutes after his introduction, Coveny released Trimboli who raced 
towards a one-on-one with Bolton, who blocked Trimboli’s hurried side- 
foot shot as the Brisbane defence closed him down, 

Panopoulos, on for Alagich in the 69th minute, put Coveny through in 
the 72nd minute, but the 
New Zealand striker shot 
wide of the far post, 

Postecoglou threw his last 
card on the table, bringing 
on Lozanovski for Trimboli 
with 17 minutes remaining 
to force a breakthrough and 
keep South’s finals fires 
burning. 

It nearly paid off, whea 
Lozanovski unleashed a 
blistering shot with a minute 
remaining, but Bolton 
parried the rocket to keep a 
clean sheet. 

South appealed for a 
penalty in injury time when 
a Brisbane defender 
appeared to handle the bal! 
as it fell to him after Bolton 
had blocked a Coveny cross. 
But both coaches said they 
hadn’t seen the apparent 
foul. 

Also, a late penalty would have been rough justice for the Strikers and a 
touch too lucky for the home side, whose two-year reign looks like coming 
to an end. 


Clint Bolton: Great Performance. 


and calmly lobbed the Power keeper from just inside the box. 

It was United’s first win in 11 games and dented Power’s play-off 
hopes. 

The loss was a bitter pill to swallow for the Power — they had 
made most of the running throughout the game but rued a number 
of missed chances. 

The most notable of them fell to midfielder walter Ardone five 
minutes before half-time when he had an open goal from just four 
metres out but somehow lifted his shot over the bar. 

Joel Griffiths also had a chance to give Parramatta the lead eight 
minutes after half-time but a weak shot allowed United keeper Brett 
Hughes to save. 

Despite having most of the possession, the Power struggled to 
create good goalscoring opportunities. 

In the remaining minutes, the Sydney United fans stood up 
chanting and calling for the referee to blow full time. The victory 
was made that much sweeter as 11 of the 14 Parramatta players 
were part of Sydney United’s Minor Premiership winning team of 
1999, 
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NATIONAL SOCCER LEAGUE 


SYDNEY OLYMPIC 
MELBOURNE KNIGHTS 


By John Economos 


also former Sydney Olympic striker Adrian Cervinski, 

ultimately proved to be enough to send Olympic crashing to its 
eighth defeat of the season last Sunday night at the Belmore Sports 
Ground. 

The win by the previously lowly-placed Melbourne Knights, was their 
third in a row which has now suddenly catapulted the Victorians to 
belatedly threaten for a spot in the final Top Six, 

Despite fielding its two midweek new signings of Marconi’s giant front 
runner Alex Duric on the left of the attack plus South Melbourne’s 
industrious George Goutzioulis in the midfield, Olympic struggled for 
most of the match. , 

The effective Cervinski who last season was with Olympic, relished his 
goal which came less than 4 minute after an Olympic attack at the other end 
saw left wingback Lindsay Wilson fire with his ‘wrong’ foot, a 20-metre 
swerving drive that flashed past the right far post. 

Cervinski ploughed through a mass of Olympic defensive bodies to slam 
home even though goalie John Perosh got the tip of his right glove to the 
hot missile, 

Both sides were missing star players, but Olympic’s trio of Chi Chi 
Mendez, Brett Emerton and Scotty Thomas, all missing in action through 
injury or due to national duty, proved more fatal than the Knights who 
played without four of their regulars. 

The Knights’ midfield of Mark Silic, Zeljko Susa, Alex Kiratzoglou and 


A Solo goal in the 64th minute by the Melbourne Knights’, and 


Deferred match Round 17 


PERTH GLORY 
AUCKLAND KINGZ 


By Richard Kreider 


fter suffering two consecutive defeats in a week, Perth Glory 
rebounded with a vengeance at an overcast Perth Oval last 
when they downed a disappointing Kingz FC, 3-1. 

A belated bonus came later that evening when losses to both Sydney 
Olympic and Wollongong Wolves elevated the Glory to the top of the 
league standings for the first time this season. “It was a pleasing win 
because it came at a time when it looked like we might struggle” said Glory 
coach Berd Stange. Perth defender Gareth Naven, who scored a dazzling 
goal to break the deadlock, agreed with his boss. 

“Those two away losses against Melbourne Knights and Carlton was a 
huge wake-up call,” he said. Meanwhile, Kingz assistant coach Shane 
Rufer tended to focus on the positives from the loss, saying the team is still 
Jearning and in a building phase for next season. 

“Today’s result highlighted what we have struggled with all season, 
namely a consistency and mental toughness,” said Rufer. 

Glory placed their opponents on the back-foot right from the opening 
whistle and came close to a breakthrough after just seven minutes when 


John Rajher were very quick to close down Olympic’s midfield which 
again was alarmingly lacking a real playmaker to direct the now rudderless 
Olympic ship. 

Time after time it was pathetic to watch Olympic’s highly skilled strike 
duo Pablo Cardozo and Nick Carle, forced to come back into the midfield 
to dig out balls as they were totally starved of any quality service. 

On the half hour mark Cardozo eleganily twisted his way through a pack 
of Knights’ players from the edge of the area to get into the six yard box, 
but a great block tackle by defender Jason Vukadin neutralised the danger. 

Nine minutes earlier Cardozo had again twisted his way through the 
Knights’ pack before pushing a clean ball out to his right for defender Chris 
Zoricich who had raced up in support. However the Kiwi’s first-timed blast 
from 25 metres flashed past the wrong side of the right post. 

The League’s top goalscorer Cardozo, had just one shot at the target in 
the whole match. From his welt taken free kick from the right three minutes 
after the break, it flew dangerously and narrowly wide of the top left 
comer. 

The Knights’ acrobatic goalkeeper Martin John pulled off a couple of 
most valuable saves that helped cement his team’s victory. One included an 
awkward bumpy 20-metre drive fired in by Goutzioulis in the 37th minute 
and with a minute from fulltime John blocked a Scott Baillie point-blank 
header following a frantic Chris Kalantzis comer. 

Playing without confidence, Olympic could consider themselves a trifle 
unfortunate in the second session when substitute striker Norman Tome 
was floored just inside the box. 

With a combination of a heavy shove in the back and rough tackle by a 
Knights’ defender, Tome was sent sprawling in the box, but referee Brett 
Hugo waved play on. Tome should haye levelled in the 77th minute from a 
great flat cross from Wilson, but he dithered far too long on the ball inside 
the box and the Knights’ defence easily caught him. 


defender Hamilton Thorp found himself metres in front of the Kingz goal 
but centimetres from tapping a Rob Trajkovski free-kick into the back of 
the net. Trajkovski, who was celebrating his 50th appearance in a Glory 
shirt, brought the best out of Michael Utting after a quarter of an hours play 
with a snap-shot that startled the South African custodian into an ungainly 
clearance. 

After Trajkovski crashed a free-kick onto an upright three minutes later, 
Naven found the back of the Kingz net in the 20th minute after a quickly 
taken free-kick by Bobby 
Despotovski landed perfectly at 
the skippers feet 15 metres out. 

It was 2-0 in the 25th minute 
of play when Jamie Harnwell 
found himself in hectares of 
space before unleashing a 
glorious 25-metre rising strike 
that crashed into the underside of 
the cross-bar and rebounded over [7 
the goal line before bouncing out 
— ala Geoff Hurst’s goal in the 5 
1966 World Cup final. After a Fi 
short delay, referee Perry Mur 
pointed to the centre-circle to 
award Harnwell his first goal of 


the season and second in total. Coscia ei SVS 


With time rapidly running out and Olympic’s attack looking lame, lanky 
sweeper Ante Juric pushed well up into the centre as well as the front line 
but frustratingly to no avail. The Knights had their helmets in front and 
they were going to keep them there till the final bell. 

Few performed well for Olympic other than newly signed midfielder 
George Goutzioulis, midfielder Peter Zorbas, and defenders Ante Juric and 
Scott Baillie, whilst the Knights who played as a well-drilled unit had “Man 
Of The Match’ in striker Adrian Cervinski, acrobatic goalkeeper Martin 
John, and defenders Jason Vukadin and Dragi Nastevski who excelled. 

The Melbourne Knights’ victorious coach later quietly boasted: “Before 
I came here (to the Knights) we played individually, but now we play like a 
team. I don’t know whether we can make the Top Six, but we are certainly 
going to try very hard to. 

“T lost four players before this game. Three reported to me sick (Kelic, 
Vargas and Banini) whilst our captain (Ante Kovacevic) flew to America 
for trials during the week. All the boys though played as a real team and 
did an excellent job. 

“In our last 12 games we have now only had one loss,” ended the 
powerfully built Knights’ coach. The Knights’ next game is against 
Wollongong at home. 

Meanwhile Olympic’s coach Branko Culina was philosophical about his 
team’s loss as he went on to state: “We are not such a good team to not 
miss three of our best players in Chi Chi Mendez, Breit Emerton and Scott 
Thomas, but I was delighted with our new players in Duric and Goutzioulis 
who just unfortunately ran out of legs. We haven't been playing well lately 
and that is why we are where we are (slipping from top to third on the 
ladder). We have lost our confidence and we must get back our hunger,” 
Culina ended. 


Naven came close to netting a double just moments later when some 
clever combination play on the break from Alistair Edwards, Harwell and 
Trajkovski, ended with the Glory skipper heading just wide of Utting’s 
right-hand upright. The pattern was the same after the break where Peter 
Buljan came close after just 10 seconds of the restart and Despotovski 
headed a Trajkovski cross onto the top-bar four minutes later. 

At the other end though, Perth goalkeeper Jason Petkovic was merely a 
spectator for most of the match, as the NSL newcomers played a game 
devoid of any commitment or passion. Captain Harry Ngata did his utmost 
to create openings out of midfield, but Wynton Rufer and Aaron Silva were 
marked too tightly to be any sort of menace. 

Their first direct shot on goal wasn’t until the 64th minute of the second- 
half, when Rufer had a stinging left-fogt tight-angled drive smartly pushed 
away by Petkovic for a corner. 

Tt took a cruel deflection however, to beat Petkovic a minute further on 
when Chris Jackson tried a speculative grass-cutter from the front of the 
box. But before the Kingz could capitalise on their good fortune, it was 3-1 
in the 66th minute when substitute Aurelio Schwertz powered a Naven 
right-side centre past Utting from 10 metres out. 

Ivan Ergic replaced Despotovski seconds later and wasted no time in 
creating havoc with his trademark explosive bursts into the opponents 
dangerzone. Stopper Che Bunce in particular, found Ergic a handful and 
frustrations got the better of the Kiwi defender in the 83rd minute when he 
received the only yellow card of the game for a clumsy tackle on the pacy 
teenager. 


ROUND 27 


| Auckland v Adelaide City 
3-G. Naven 
2-J. Hamwell 
1-R. Trajkovski 


Carlton v Perth 
3-A. Marth 

2-M. Thorp 

1-D. Vasilevski 


Northern Spirit v Falcons 

3-D. Seal (NS) 
'-B. MacNicol (GF) 

1-M. Durakovic (GF) 


Sydney United v Parramatta 
3-V. Kupresak (SU) 

, 2-T. Pondeljak (SU) 
1-W. Ardone (PP) 


3-C. Bolton 
2-A. Magnacca 
1-J. Tsekinis 


ydney Olympic v Melb Knights 
3-A. Cervinski (MK) 
-M. John (MK) 
|. Vukadin (MK) 


3-C. Care 
2-D. Cervinski 
1-8. Babic 


Perth v Auckland (Rd 17 re-sched) 


South Melb v Brisbane Strikers 


Wollongong v Marconi 
MI 


David Cervinski 
Andy Harper 
Pablo Cardozo 
Angelo Costanzo 
John Buonavoglia 
Mehmed Durakovic 
Michael Curcija 
Con Boutsianis 
Matt Horsley 
Gareth Naven 
Lubo Lapsansky 
Andrew Marth 
Andrew Crews 
Gabriel Mendez 
Aurelio Vidmar 
Mile Sterjovski 


(PG) 
(PG) 
(PG) 


() 
(PG) 
©) 


(BS) 
(SM) 
(SM) 


(WwW) 
(MF) 
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(Wollongong Wolves) 
(Newcastle Breakers) 
(Sydney Olympic) 
(Adelaide City Force) 
(Newcastle Breakers) 
(Gippsland Falcons) 
(South Melbourne) 
(Perth Glory) 
(Wollongong Wolves) 
(Perth Glory) 
(Carlton SC) 

(Cariton SC) 
(Parramatta Power) 
(Sydney Olympic) 
(Adeiaide City Force) 
(Parramatta Power) 
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far away, Green 
Gully is setting standards 
for itself and breaking 


records, the rest of the VPL pack is 


By Ivan Perkov 


‘wo superb second half strikes by 
Saso Markovski secured Bentleigh 
Greens’ 2-1 away win over St 
Albans at Churchill Reserve last Sanday. 

The Saints don’t seem to be able to play 
well at home against the Greens, who also. 
won the same fixture 3-0 last season. 

Early in the match, the Saints almost put 
the ball through their own net after a 
defensive misunderstanding that left Saints 
goalkeeper Marijan Vundert clutching thin 
air, 

‘The best chance of the first half fell to St 
Albans. Captain Kon Sianidis gathered the 
loose balt and went on the counter. He came 
within 15 metres of the Greens’ goal and 


GREENS BEAT 


Bentleigh Greens stamped their 
authority on secohd place by beating 
St Albans. Altona Magic regained 
more composure, despite the loss of 
its president, beating neighbour 
Altona Bast and the Oakleigh Cannons 
continued to defy carly predictions by 
showing # healthy. competitive edge, 
beating the toothless Lions, 

If you were able forget the 
Cavaliers existed, the league could be 


chipped the ball onto the head of Deniz 
Ekici, whose header was well-saved by 
Bentleigh ‘keeper Glenn Clarke, 

The first of Markovski’s goals came in 
the 52nd minute. Theo Constantinou hit a 
pass into the path of the Greens striker, who 
dribbled and shimmied past a couple of 
Saints defenders and hit a low shot for 1-0. 
Markovski’s second goal came from 
another misunderstanding in the St Albans 
defence. The striker was presented with the 
ball and hammered his shot past Vunderl. 

When Mijo Trupkovic pulled a goal back 
for the Saints in the 71st minute, the Saints 
still had a glimmer of hope to draw level. 
Trupkovic sent a side volley clear of Clarke 
after good lead-up work from Sianidis to 
peg a goal back. 

But Bentleigh held out until the final 


Heidelberg and Bullcen, under new 
coach Joe Mullen, are early 
candidates, But Preston and 
Melbourne 
themselves entirely immune from 
‘Some future calamity. 


SAINTS 


described as 2 tight contest, As was 
the case last season, the dogfight will 
be concentrated in the relegation zone. 


Fawkner, Port Mebourne, 


shouldn't regard 


whistle and the winning scorer, Markovski 
was relieved to secure victory. 

“It’s always difficult against the Saints, 
especially at home. We didn’t expect this, 
but it’s good to get clear of the pack,” 
Markovski said, 

‘The Greens continue the chase in second 
place behind rampant Green Gully, while St 
Albans drop further behind. 

Saints: Vunderl, Hréhoresin (Benac), 
Rados (Movric), Cuze, Raspudic, Klarica, 
Vojtek, Urlovic, Ekici (Milardovic), 
Sianidis, Trupkovie 

Greens: Clarke, Karapatsos, Micheil, 
McDonagh, Constantinou, Drakos, 
Markoyski, Kourtouzolos, Mladenovic 
(Laurence), Hastie (Kalinieris), Breslin. 


OAKLEIGH CANNONS LIONS 


By David Davutovic 


akleigh consolidated its position 

in the middle of the Premier 

League table with a resounding 
3-1 victory over a ten-man Preston at 
Jack Edwards Reserve on Friday. 

“We had a turbulent start to the year and 
I think this is the beginning of a bright 
future for the club,” a jubilant player-coach 
Ike Alogiozidis said. 

“If there’s one thing on our side it’s 
confidence. We are capable of making the 
top four,” he said afterwards. 

The opening goal came in the seventh 


Oakleigh Cannons 3 Preston Lions . 
Saturday 25 March 
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Altona Magic ..... 1 Altona East .. 


minute when Preston keeper Steven 
Talevski parried a Bill Nalpantidis free kick 
and Juan Sastre rushed in to net-the 
rebound. 

Five minutes later the Cannons doubled 
the lead when their latest signing from 
South Melbourne, Tas Psonis, struck a 20- 
metre thunderbolt which took a deflection 
and left Talevski stranded. 

Psonis almost netted a second goal in the 
25th minute, however, he aimed wide with 
only Talevski to beat, 

A tactical switch from Preston midway 
through the first half saw midfielder Pece 
Stojcevski being brought on for defender 


P 

Green Gully Cavaliers 8 

Bentieigh Greens 8 

uel oot 1 | StAlbans Saints 8 
Altona Magic 8 

Oakleigh Cannons 8 

ssrree8 | Altona East Phoenix 8 
Preston Lions 8 

Melbourne Raiders 7 

Mee Fawkner Blues 8 
Port Melboume Sharks7 

Heidelberg United 7 

Bulleen Zebras 7 


Antun Kovacic. It nearly paid dividends as 
his 20-metre shot forced Oakleigh ‘keeper 
Nick Koletsas into a great save. 

Nalpantidis brought the house down 
three minutes into the second half, hitting an 
unstoppable shot from just outside the 
penalty area for a 3-0 lead. 

Stojcevski was red carded in the 79th 
minute for a rough challenge, but it only 
seemed to inspire another Preston substitute, 
Chris Sterjovski, to greater effort. 

Deep into stoppage time Sterjovski’s 
cross was clinically headed home by fellow 
substitute Zoran Drogriski for Preston’s 
consolation: goal. 


Well Live Well Premier Leagu 


(ss Www.soccervictoria.org.au 


eat well 
live well 


CAVALIES EQUAL RECORD 


By George Koukeris 


reen Gully equalled a 24-year club 

record as it cruised to a 3-1 victory 

over a Fawkner to record eight 
consecutive wins and remain undefeated 
so far this season. The last time the 
Cavaliers won eight games on the trot was 
in 1976, 

Although coming from behind, the 
Cavaliers showed great form from the start. 
Ice Kutlesovski and Brandon Vassallo 
caused havoc among the Blues defence, 
extracting the best from Fawkner ‘keeper 
Maurice Gonzalez. 

Fawkner shook Green Gully after two 
minutes. A through-ball from Frank 
Tramontano set up striker Santo Emmanuele 
for a crack at goal, but lack of 
communication resulted in Agim Sherifovski 
taking the shot and sending the ball over the 
bar, 

Green Gully produced several counter 
attacks in the next 15 minutes, but five 
minutes before half time, Fawkner’s Peter 
Psarros broke the deadlock with a chip over 
Gully ‘keeper Robert Brian, sending the 


Blues into the lead with the first goal of the 
match. 

But Green Guily responded three minutes 
later. Sonny Seven crossed with pinpoint 
accuracy to Kutlesovski, left umarked in the 
box. The former Melbourne Knights forward 
controlled the cross on his chest and turned 
to fire on target. 

The Cavaliers outplayed Fawkner in the 
second half. Gully substitute Tony Neceski 
produced two goals in the jast 20 minutes to 
deliver his side a comfortable win. 

Neceski chipped Gonzalez in the 76th 
minute in a one-on-one with the ‘keeper 
from a cross by George Svigos. 

Svigos also delivered the decisive pass in 
the 87th minute. This time from 40 metres he 
sighted Neceski on the penalty spot and 
volleyed perfectly for the lethal substitute to 
head home in the top right comer. 

Green Gully: Brian, Atanovski 
(Valkovski 45), Douglas, Mangos, Spiteri, 
Sevin, Kutlesovski, Georgiadis, Becvinovski 
(Suric 70), Vassallo (Neceski 61), Svigos. 

Fawkner: Gonzalez, Tramontana, 
Stojcevski, Vazzocchi, Schipano, De Santis, 
Murphy, Panebianes, Emmanuele (Luci 78), 
Psarros, Sherifovski. 


MAGIC EDGES PAST EAST 


By Ivan Perkov 


n the battle of the neighbours, Altona 

Magic edged past Altona East Phoenix 

1-0 last Saturday night at Paisley 
Park, but significant changes were made 
on and off the pitch before the start of the 
match. 

Altona Magic president Tony Todorovski 
resigned, citing personal reasons, while 
Altona East had signed former Magic 
youngster Jovanco Novacevski, who made 
his first appearance against his old club. 

Altona Magic started stronger and took 
the lead after 17 minutes. 

Zoran Petrevski, playing in his first game 
since injury, headed powerfully after his 
striking partner Zoran Todorovski put a good 


Victorian Soccer Federation Eat Well Live Well 
PREMIER LEAGUE 2000 


LEAGUE LADDER Leading Goalscorers 


W OL F APts| Name Team Goals 
8 0 0 23 3 24 ’ F 

Alf Heidelberg United 6 
toe ee 
3 3 2 141012] SasoMarkovski — Bentleigh Greens 6 
ey pene Sash Becvinovski Green Gully Cavaliers 5 
3 2 3 121411 
3 2 3 6 8 11] Dimce Panev Preston Lions 5 
; 3 : 5 : Ike Alagiozidis Oakleigh Cannons 4 
2 2 4 8 13 8 | Nick Tsaltas Port Melbourne Sharks 4 
21413177 
2 0 5 10176 
124 


9 145 


Sunday, April 2, 2000 
Fawkner Blues v Port Melbourne Sharks 
Preston Lions v Green Gully Cavaliers 


Altona East Phoenix v Oakleigh Cannons 


Heidelberg United v Melbourne Raiders 


cross intc the penalty area. 

Phoenix tried to strike back in the second 
half.as both Novacevski and Nick 
Papadopoulos put the Magic under pressure, 
while its dominance withered. 

The game was being played at a lightning 
pace and both sides had their share of 
chances, but A Magic win by one goal 
remained the score. 

Altona Magic: McGrath, Jolevski, 


Micevski, Lisolajski (Bozinoyski), 
Angelevski, Cergovski, Trifunov, 
Cvetanovski, Stojevski (Josevski), 


Todorovski, Petrevski 

Altona East: Frangos, R.Antoniadis, 
Valentic, Armour, De Amicis (Petrovski), 
Dimitrelos, Donnelly, T.Antoniadis, Bartol, 
Papadopoulos (Davis), Novacevski 


Bentleigh Greens v Altona Magic 


Monday, April 3. 2000 
Bulleen Zebras v St Albans Saints 


oe 


Blacktown City 6 
Sutherland Sharks 0 


By Don O’Regan 


T: Biacktown City juggernaut 
rolled on unmercifully at 
Seymour Shaw Park last 
Saturday as the Demons demolished 
Sutherland Sharks 6-0 in round 12 of 
the NSW Super League. 

Tt was that man Mark Hagger to the 
force once again, going one better than 
his hat-trick the previous week, this time 
bagging four to become the first Demon 
since Ross Brown in 1977 to register con- 
secutive hat-tricks. 

Tn fact, once he netted his fourth strike 
in only the 34th minute, it looked as if the 
State League record of seven goals in a 
game, held jointly by Les Schauman and 
Ziatko Nastevski, was going to be given a 
shake. 

Thanks to a couple of astute half-time 
substitutions by Sutherland coach John 
Lavin, the Sharks were able to prevent 
this record being broken. 

The game itself may have had a differ- 
ent complexion if Sutherland’s Matt 
Merralls had made more of his breakaway 
effort in the fourth minute, but instead he 
skewed his shot wide when he had the 
goat at his mercy. 

The punishment for this miss was swift 
and severe as Blacktown raced up the 
other end of the park, Paul Yates playing 
a ball to Hagger’s feet who turned his 
man, sped inside the area and as he 
reached the six-yard box gleefully 
thumped the ball home. 

His second came in the 17th minute 
following great lead up play from Paul 
Dee, Damien Brown and Damon Langan 
got him into space and lashed the ball into 
the net. 

Five minutes later and Hagger started 
the move that led to the third Demon 
strike. 

He fed the ball to Matthew Lowe who 
in tum played it out to Naoki Imaya who 


SHARKS CRUSHED 


headed for the by-line. Lowe continued 
his run forward and was on the end of 
Imaya’s low cross to stick the ball in the 
Sharks’ goal. 

Hagger completed his hat-trick in the 
31st minute, slamming in Dee’s centre at 
his second attempt and only three minutes 
Jater claimed his fourth and Blacktown’s 
fifth, a pin-point cross from Steve Riches 
driven home with his now customary rel- 
ish. 

Five-nil at half-time and coach John 
Lavin could have been forgiven for 
throwing in the towel. Instead he reshaped 
his shell-shocked troops bringing in Phil 
Wurth to strengthen the defence and 
Andrew Smith to add weight to the attack 
and immediately the Sharks raised their 
game. 

Smith was unlucky not to find the tar- 
get in the 72nd and 73rd minutes but on 
both occasions shot narrowly wide. 
Jimmy Corbo and Con Paradisis also 


TOP SCORERS 
AFTER ROUND 12 


CLUB GOALS 
Blacktown 13 


Bonnyrigg 10 
Easts Subs 10 
Leichhardt 10 
Leichhardt 9 
StGeorge 9 


went close before Blacktown hit their 
sixth in the 75th minute. 

Brown, on the left, played the ball in to 
Peter Sermanni who beat his man before 
seiting up Imaya just outside the area. 
With his back to goal Imaya took a touch, 
swiveled, and rifled a volley into the top 
comer of the Sharks’ net, 

Incredibly, every out-field player has 
scored so far this season with the excep- 
tion of Paul Dee and with 36 goals for and 
10 goals against record after 11 games the 
Demons are well on track in defence of 
their tide, 


VY YNAGA&ON 


| NSW Soccer Federation 


P.O. Box 6024 Blacktown Business Centre, NSW. 2148. Telephone: 9629-1800 e Fax: 9629-3770 


— ROUND 12 — 


IN REVIEW 


Penrith Stadium, spoiling their 
planned Penrith Panthers 
Stadium Day 2000. 

‘Their Saturday evening clash against 
St George was called off on Saturday 
moming. 

The highlight of this weekend’s 
Super League — in which two games 
were again called-off because of heavy 
rain in Sydney and surrounding areas 
during the week — was Blacktown’s 
6-0 drubbing of Sutherland at Seymour 
Shaw Park, with Mark Hagger bagging 
four first-half goals in the process, 
becoming the leading goalscorer in 
Super League with 13 goals. 

Hagger is the first Blacktown player 
to score at least three goals in two 
games since Ross Brown did it for 
Blacktown in the late 1970s when the 
Club was known as Toongabbie. 

Bonnyrigg needed two second half 
goals from Colin Luff (one of which 
was a penalty) to overcome Manly 
Warringah at Cromer Park, after the 
home side had led going into the break 
after an Andre Glucina goal in the 42nd 
minute. 

Despite controlling most of the pos- 
session, Canterbury Marrickville suf- 
fered another loss to go down 2-1 to 
Eastern Suburbs at Wentworth Park, 

Despite the loss, Canterbury 
Marrickville coach and former 
Socceroo, Jimmy Patikas, wasn’t dis- 
pleased with the team's efforts. 

“We were unlucky not to get a draw 
from the game, but that’s football. I'm 
quite pleased with our efforts consider- 
ing we've still got quite a few players 
out with injury, and the job is a chal- 
lenge with the way things are at the 
moment. I enjoy that!” 

Patikas is expected to bring in three 
new players next week. 

At Jensen Park, Bankstown and 
Macarthur Rams scored two apiece — 


I rained on Penrith’s parade at 


but not without a scare for Bankstown 
who saw Macarthur race to a 0-2 lead 
within 30 minutes through goals from 
Richard Lloyd and Eric Williams. 
Bankstown golden boy, Goce Trposki, 
hit back for the home side, 

Tn the final match of the round that 
went ahead, Fairfield and Parramatta 
Eagles also drew, 1-1 at Nineveh Field, 
Fairfield squandered plenty of chances 
to be ahead throughout the game and 
can blame only disappointing finishing 
and good goalkeeping for not gaining 
three points. 

The other washed-out match was the 
game between Central Coast and 
Leichhardt at Pluim Park. 

‘The top four positions on the Super 
League ladder are starting to get a com- 
fortable look about them, as Blacktown, 
Leichhardt, St George and Bonnyrigg 
jostle for position with only one point 
separating them. 

Leichhardt are in a slightly better 
position than the other three as they 
have one game in hand, Bankstown, 
Central Coast and Parramatta Eagles 
then push for the fifth position with 
Eastern Suburbs and Canterbury 
Marrickville needing better perfor- 
Mances to improve their mid-table posi- 
tions. 


ABSW & 


Sutherland Sharks 0, Blacktown City Demons 6 (M 
Hugger 6m,17m,31m,34m, M Lowe 22m, N Imaya 75m) 


Manly Warringah Dolphins 1 (A Glucina 42m), 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 2 (C Luff Pen 70m/$5m) 


Bankstown City Lions 2 (G Trposki 39m/56m), 
Macarthur Rams 2 (R Loyd 12m, & Williams 30m) 


Eastern Suburbs Wanderers 2 (D Segreto 42m, P 
Pallicino 85m), Canterbury Marrickville Berries 1 () 
Mendes 56m) 


Fairfield Bulls 1 (S Larocca 44m), Parramatta Eagles 1 
(A Anderson 65m) 


RESULTS 


Sutherland v Blacktown 
Cen. Coast v Leichhardt 
Penrith v St George 
Manly-Warr. v Bonnyrigg 
Bankstown v Macarthur 
Easts v Cant-Marr. 
Fairfield v Parramatta 


See page 10 for all other results 


NSW SOCCER FEDERATION 


Super League 


Kick-off times — 3.00pm (1st Grade}, 1.00pm (U21s), 
11.00am (U18s) unless otherwise stated 


SATURDAY 1 APRIL 2000 


Bonnyrigg White Eagles v Penrith Panthers 


Serbian Centre 


3pm (U18s), 5pm (U21s), 7pm (1st Grade) 
Blacktown City Demons v Fairfield Bulls 


Gabbie Stadium 


2pm (U18s), 4pm (U21s), 6pm (1st Grade) 


Central Coast Coasties v Sutherland Sharks 


Pluim Park 


SUNDAY 2 APRIL 2000) 


St George Saints v Leichhardt Tigers 
St George Stadium 


Manly Warringah Dolphins v Macarthur Rams 


Cromer Park 


Canterbury Marrickville v Bansktown City Lions 


PWODUL EF A Pts WoL 
Central Coast Coasties 11 7 2 2 18 12 23 Fairfield Bulls 9 0 2 Henson Park 
Parramatta Eagles 12 6 3 $ 22> 14 21 Parramatta Eagles Ei ant 
Penrith Panthers ul: )er a ee Sere; Blacktown City Demons Zé orb oh 
Blacktown CltyDemons 11 6 3 2 23 16 21 Leichhardt ae 6 22 Eastern Suburbs v Parramatta Eagles 
Manly Warringah Dolphinsi1 6 1 4 25 21 19 Central Coast Coasties 5) Paes: Wentworth Park 
Leichhardt Tigers 10 5," 4) ie: 18) 16° 16 Bonnyrigg White Eagles 5 2 4 
Macarthur Rams 115 1 & 16 20 16 Macarthur Rams 44 3 
St George Saints 1413 4 4 20 16 13 Bankstown City Lions 435 Catch all the latest news on 
Sutherland Sharks 123 4 5 17 25 13 Penrith Panthers 3) 3 , ; rate) 
Fairfield Bulls 113 3 § 15 19 12 Sutherland Sharks 3 4 5 football in N: Soccer — 
Easter Suburbs Wi GS CS aie) ea) a) Eastern Suburbs 3 4 4 OUT 30 March! 
Canterbury Marrickville 12 (3) 2g oye coe St George Saints ee 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles Wo2 4 S&S 15) 20 10 Manly Warringah Dolphins. 2. ce 9) 
Bankstown City Lions 122 3 7 2 28 9 Canterbury Marrickville o 2 10 WWw.SOCCernsw.com.au 
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NORTHERN DIVISION CROUND 27) 
SUMMARY (RD 27) 


By Theo Katsaros 


SATURDAY 25 MARCH 2000 
NorthermiSpirit:satscciseesel ot cAUlG, samises's tide eciater aur. &) 
(Catanzaro 48) (Tsiorlas 56, Johnson 80, 

Grenell 82) 
Newcastle Breakers v A.C.T.A.S. (Postponed) 
SUNDAY 26 MARCH 2000 : 
Sydney United ............ 1.. Parramatta Power ..........+! A 
(Zec 75) (Angelucci 11, 17, 23, 

B Santalab 64) 


N.S.W.LS. v Sydney United Colts (Postponed) 

Marconi Stallions Colts ....2 ...Wollongong Wolves Colts .....1 
(Sandoval 3, Alemic 43) (Zakilas 49) 

Sydney Olympic ......... 7 ,. Sydney Olympic Academy ..... 1 
(Seitis 15, 42, Doumanis 65, 71, 

Chahine 66, Gasper 81, Nizam 83) 

Wollongong Wolves ....... 1...Marconi Stallions ............ 1 
(Markovski 33) (Junior 80) 

Newcastle Breakers Colts 1 lost to Q.A.S. 3 

(Played on Saturday 4 December 1999) 

Bye - Northem Spirit Colts 


PWD SB iL F A Pt 
Parramatta Power 2519 4 2 2 78 11 61 
Norther Spirit 250 wii 4 82" 4k 74°30 55 
Sydney Olympic 2S onli Sm cea O88 52850 
ALS. 20) elon) 3) leeeen sl so 7mae 
QAS. 2314 2 2 7 67 38 44 
Newcastle Breakers 22:14 1 #1 7 4225 43 
Marconi Stallions 200120925) ber o lez 8 
Sydney United 24:12 1 #1 WW 41 49 37 
Wollongong Wolves 25 10' Se 2) 10934537) 35 
ACT.AS. 23 9 6 2 #8 39 43 33 
Newcastle Breakers Colts 249 2 1 13 36 48 29 
Sydney Olympic Academy 24 9 1 2 14 42 76 28 
Marconi Stallions Colts 246 4 #1 14 37 6 22 
NS.W.LS. 220 Se ST B2V 25453820! 
Northern Spirit Colts 255472 Gia?) weto25 098. iS) 
Sydney United Colts RRS GE 90 PREES alpe 
Wollongong Wolves Colts 23) 0 2022 leat 08 m2 


League fixtures. The Newcastle Breakers v A.C.T.A.S. and 
the N.S.W.LS. v Sydney United Colts clashes were postponed, 
however, due to the rain that fell earlier in the week. 

The A.LS. recorded a fighting 3-1 win over title contenders the 
Northern Spirit at Christie Park. The Institute has been struggling for 
consistency of late but warmed all teams that they will not be giving up 
their title without a fight. 

The teams baitled out a scoreless first half before the deadlock was 
broken minutes after the break. Simon Catanzaro, who has played 
limited minutes in the top grade, gave the Spirit the advantage when he 
struck after 48 minutes. 

Mark Tsiorlas, who has now netted seven times for the A.1.S., 
equalised in the 56th minute, The goals swung the momentum towards 
the visitors yet it was not until the final 10 minutes that they sealed their 
victory. 

Two Novocastrians settled the issue. Mitchell Johnson gave the A.LS. 
the lead after 80 minutes before Joel Grenell added the third two minutes 
later. 

The Parramatta Power led 3-0 as John Angelucci scored a hat-trick in 
23 minutes. Sydney United reduced the deficit when Matthew Zec 
struck after 25 minutes but the damage was already done. 

Brendan Santalab struck in the second half for the Power to restore 
their three-goal buffer. The 4-1 result, and the three points that came 
with it, give the Power a six-point lead at the top of the league ladder. 
Can anybody catch them? 

At the Belmore Sports Ground, Sydney Olympic hammered their 
Academy by 7-0. A five-goal blitz in the second half indicated the 
Youth team’s superiority over their younger rivals. 

Chris Seitis recorded a double before the break as the goals began to 
flow. Anthony Doumanis also scored twice for the victors. Ali Chahine, 
Robert Gasper and Huseyin Nizam recorded singles. 

The clash between cellar dwellers Marconi Stallions Colts and 
Wollongong Wolves Colts did not produce any real fireworks but did 
produce three goals. The Stallions struck twice before the break before 
the Wolves responded with a goal after the break. 

It took three minutes for Rod Sandoval to open the scoring. Vihad 
Alemic doubled the lead just before half time. Dimitri Zakilas scored the 
lone goal for the Wolves. The 2-1 loss condemns the Wolves to their 
21st loss this season. 


A bright and sunny weekend played host to five National Youth 


At Brandon Park, the Wollongong Wolves entertained the Marconi 
Stallions, who have been out of action for one reason or another for the 
past five weeks. The 1-1 draw does not favour either side in their quest 
for a finals berth. 

The Wolves took the lead in the 33rd minute courtesy of a Steven 
Markovski goal. The Wolves held on to their advantage until the 80th 
minute but just couldn’t keep the visitors at bay. Josaia Sauturaga Junior 
levelled for the Stallions to set up a thrilling final 10 minutes. 

The clash between the Newcastle Breakers Colts and the Q.A.S. was 
played late last year to accommodate Q.A.S. The Q.A.S. defeated their 
hosts by 3-1. 


ROUND 28 


FIRDAY 31 MARCH 2000 
ACT.AS. vy N.S.W.LS. (Breakers Stadium - 5.00pm) 
Parramatta Power v Newcastle Breakers Colts 
(Parramatta Stadium - 5.30pm) 


SATURDAY 1 APRIL 2000 
Sydney United Colts v Sydney Olympic 
(Sydney United Sports Centre - 4.00pm) 
Wollongong Wolves Colts v Sydney United 
(Brandon Park No. 2 - 4.00pm) 
Northen Spirit v Marconi Stallions {Christie Park - 4.30pm) 
Norther Spirit Colts v A.LS. (Christie Park - 6.30pm) 
Q.A.S. v Newcastle Breakers (Suncorp Metway Stadium - 4.45pm) 


SUNDAY 2 APRIL 2000 
Sydney Olympic Academy v Wollongong Wolves 
(Wentworth Park - 4.00pm) 
Bye - Marconi Stallions Colts 


SOUTHERN DIVISION CROUND 18) 


WEDNESDAY 22 MARCH 2000 
Fawkner Blues............ 1...Bulleen Inter .............444 4 
(Lucas Fortuna) (Luigi Gullaci 2, Ricky Catalano 2) 
SATURDAY 25 MARCH 2000 
Albury Wodonga ..... 0...VIS ... 

(David Terek) 
SUNDAY 26 MARCH 2000 
South Dandenong .........7...Preston Lions 
(Festim Zekini 4, Christian Barra, 
Fitim Ibraimi, Veton Korcarevski) 
(Match terminated after 60 minutes) 
Meibourne Knights. ....... 1 .. Gippsland Faleons ...,....... 1 
(Tomislav Razov) (Michael Katz) 
FRIDAY 14 APRIL 2000 
Carlton v Melbourne Knights, (Olympic Park, 5 pm) 
South Melbourne v Bye 

P WODMLF A Pts 
Carlton 6 23 3 0 6 9 4 
VIS PE SI he ME be) 
Melbourne Knights WEP eS thy Py Pe) 
Bulleen Inter Kings 1609) 25S ears ee) 
South Melbourne 14 (9! (0) SSERe40R 4 2) 
Gippsland Falcons 1656 4) 16) 8287322 
South Dandenong I i BP aa al 
Fawkner Blues IS) 430 B17 36a 15 
Melbourne Knights Academy 15 3 1 11 13 32 10 
Albury Wodonga Wie ee ES EY eS tS 
Preston Lions [Oil ay ie tye cl 

ROUND 19 
WEDNESDAY 29 MARCH 2000 


Fawkner Blues v VIS, (C B Smith Reserve, 6.30 pm) 


SATURDAY 1 APRIL 2000 
Preston Lions v South Melboume, (B T Connor Reserve, 4 pm) 
South Dandenong v Bulleen Inter, (George Andrews Res, 4 pm) 
Albury Wodonga v Melb Knights Academy, (Alexandra Park, 4 pm) 


SUNDAY 2 APRIL 2000 
Melbourne Knights v Gippsland Falcons, (Knights Stadium, 4 pm) 

Carlton v Bye 

By Rey Hay 
Ibury Wodonga Warriors gave the Victorian Institute to 
Sport a real run for its money at Alexandra Park on 
Saturday, with the VIS getting through by the only goal of 

the game, 

Sam Chambers had another excellent game in the Albury goal, 
stopping nearly everything which the VIS directed at him. But he could 
do nothing about David Terek’s winner in the 72nd minute as he found 
space on the edge of the penalty box and fired a shot just inside the far 
post. 

John Ritchie might have given Albury a share of the points in the last 
minute but contrived to squeeze the ball wide from only three metres 
out. Coach Steve Hayes was delighted with the performance of the 
Warriors hoping that the team can maintain that standard for its 
remaining three matches. 

Bulleen had a convincing 4-1 win away to Fawkner Blues on 

Wednesday. Ricky Catalano’s sixth minute goal gave Bulleen an early 
advantage which it held till half-time. Lucas Fortuna equalised for 
Fawkner after 51 minutes, but Luigi Gullaci put Bulleen back in front 
seven minutes later. 

Gullaci and Catalano each scored again in 75 and 79 minutes to give 
Bullen its clear victory. 

Preston began its game against South Dandenong with only nine 
players and when it was 7-0 down in the second half it is alleged. that it 
removed three players so that the referee had no alternative but to 
declare the match over. 
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South Dandenong coach Goran Runje was yery upset with the 
outcome, having several players in his own team who had to double up 
in matches on the weekend. The South Dandenong goalscorers for the 
record were Festim Zekiri with four, Christian Barra, Fitim braimi and 
Veton Korcarevski, who also scored last week, though I incorrectly 
attributed the goal to his brother Qemal. 

Melbourne Knights Academy drew 1-1 with Gippsland Falcons at 
Knights Stadium on Sunday. 

When Alan Paleka was sent off for his second bookable offence it 
looked as if the young Academy team would fold in the face of 
Gippsland pressure, especially after Michael Katz put the Falcons ahead 
midway through the second half. 

But the Academy kept plugging away and following a comer kick in 
the last minute a hand-ball in the box resulted in a penalty expertly 
converted by Tommy Razov. 

The match between Carlton and the Melbourne Knights will be played 
at Olympic Park on Friday 14 April at 5 pm. 
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AIS OFF TO ITALY 


By Mark Stavroulakis 


he Australian Institute of 
Tier has confirmed the 

details of taking part in a 
world club competition in Italy in 
April this year. 

The new AIS squad has relished this 
opportunity and will do all that they can 
in making this tour a valuable experi- 
ence as a stepping stone towards their 
illustrious careers, something which 
many players from the AIS seem to do. 

In previous seasons at the AIS, the 
team has ventured to Asia or South 
America as part of an experience pro- 
gram upon which players may gain 
from in attaining their status as profes- 
sionals. These tours help to see what 
other countries have to offer and 
whether Australian standards are up to 
scratch with the rest of the world. 

This year however, an invitation was 


extended to the AIS to compete in a 
round robin competition in Italy against 
the giants of youth soccer. The 
Institute’s group include Italian giants 
Lazio and River Plate of Argentina. 

The tour of Italy will be no easy task 
as the squad itself is completely new. 
“Being a new team all together makes 
the tour itself a testing one as the team 
is completely revamped from the previ- 
ous one. Every two years we get a new 
squad of players coming into the AIS 
program, Right now we have a com- 
pletely new squad from around 
Australia, and we are doing the best we 
can in getting them all equipped for this 
tournament in Italy,” head coach of the 
AIS Steve O’Connor stated. 

This tournament will provide these 
young players with an experience they 
will not forget, as they could now see 
for themselves how they rate amongst 
the best youngsters in the world. 


Currently sitting fourth on the National 
Youth League ladder, O'Connor admits 
that the tour will be a great experience 
for the players, but a learning one as 
well. 

“The team itself hasn’t quite gelled 
together as a unit yet. Myself and the 
rest of the coaching staff are pushing 
the boys in anyway we can, sometimes 
too much, in making them into better 
players. 

This tour will be very beneficial to 
the lads themselves as they can see first 
hand how other youth teams of the 
world play, but as I said this will be a 
tough task because my squad has many 
things to learn. 

You could say that we have our 
backs up against the wall, but regardless 
of what happens in Italy, the results will 
be seen when we take part in the 
National Youth League competition 
next season, as the boys will have all 


NSWITC: Part of the maturing process for both the national and international stage. 


AlS: Helping mature players for the international stage. 


but matured greatly,” O’ Connor stated. 

O'Connor who has been with the AIS 
for 10 years, four of those as head 
coach, stated that the development in 
Australia is on the way up. 

“After last year’s success with the 
Joeys, people realized that soccer had 
an enormous potential in being what it 
is in Europe — the number one sport. 
The development itself is great, howev- 
er we still have many things to learn 
and through time these various things 
will develop slowly and soon people 
will realize that Australian soccer will 
be a force to be reckoned with,” 
O'Connor said. 

The experience that O'Connor has 
had over the years has been phenome- 
nal. His name has also been mentioned 
as a contender of the future Olyroo and 


Joeys position. Under his coaching 
guidance many top quality Australian 
players have passed through the ranks 
of the AIS. 

“The motto at the AIS is to develop 
players at an international level, and we 
try to provide this at the start of the 
each player’s seasons here. Players such 
as Viduka, Foxe, Laybutt, Colosimo, 
Skoko, Grella, Bresciano and the list 
goes on have all spent time at the AIS 
and have all been shown the correct 
way of being brought up as a future 
international player,” O’Conner said. 

The young guns are set to leave the 
shores of Australia on April 11th and 
will arrive back on the 25th of April. 
ABSW wishes the AIS the best of luck. 
~ These boys could be our next interna- 
tional stars. 


FANOUS PHOTOS 


Have you had your photo taken with someone famous in soccer? Even if it happened 
years ago, you can have the photo published in ABSW. 


Send photos to: 
The Editor 


Australian and British Soccer Weekly 
P.O. Box 155, Marrickville NSW 1475. 
Or E-mail the photo in JPEG format to 
soccerweekly@hotmail.com 
*All photos will be returned 
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SOCCER WOMAN 


ith the days clicking over 
ever faster towards the 
Olympic Games, the 24- 


member Matildas Squad remains 
unaltered. 

National Coach Chris Tanzey 
revealed the selections at the 
conclusion of last week’s training 
camp in Southport, before the players 
disassembled for a rare break from 
their heavy schedule. 


AIS SCHOLARSHIPS 
Dianne ALAGICH 
Sharon BLACK 
Lisa CASAGRANDE 
Sarah COOPER 
Bryony DUUS 
Alicia FERGUSON 
Alison FORMAN (capi) 
] Heather GARRIOCK 
} Kelly GOLEBIOWSKI 
Peita-Claire HEPPERLIN 
Sunni HUGHES 
Kate McSHEA 
dulie MURRAY 
Cheryl SALISBURY 
Danielle SMALL 
Bridgette STARR 
Anissa TANN-DARBY 
Amy TAYLOR 
| Sacha WAINWRIGHT 06/02/72 
Amy WILSON 09/06/80 
OAP SQUAD (comprised of the above 20 players plus the following): 
os 24/11/78 QLD Caims. 
11/01/82 QLD Tweed Heads 
a 10/11/75 SA Adelaide 
GK 26/09/67 WA Sydney 


DOB 

12/05/79 
04/04/71 
29/05/78 
08/10/69 
07/10/77 
31/10/81 
17/03/69 
21/12/82 
26/07/81 
24/12/81 
09/06/68 
13/04/83 
28/04/70 
08/03/74 
07/02/79 
10/12/75 
10/10/67 
11/06/79 


2900 OS Oly SS = Saas 


SMYRNIS & CO 


Solicitors and Public Notary 


@ Are you in trouble with the Federation and 
have to appear before one of their tribunals? 


By Janene Mar 


MATILDAS FIELD FIRMS FOR OLYMPICS 


The 20 AIS Scholarship athletes 
remain exactly the same as those 
named by him in January. The four 
additional OAP berths are also 
retained by the three goalkeepers, 
along with forward Belinda Dawney 
introduced to the Squad just a month 
ago. 

Each of the Matildas is vying for 
one of the coveted 18 places on the 
women’s football Olympic Team. 


“I’m very pleased with all the 
players, and the camp has gone well,” 
said Tanzey. 

“J have no reason to make. any 
changes at this stage.” 

This current AIS Scholarship 
period and next phase of preparations 
runs until June 13, the conclusion of 
the First Pacific Cup eight-nation 
tournament in Australia. 


Average Age: 23.5 years 


Highest Rep’d State: ACT with 6 


Canberra 5 
Newcastle 5 
Average Caps: 28.7 


Top City of Origin: 


WOMEN’S WORLD CUP 
RETAINS OWN PLACE 


he Women’s World Cup will 
retain its own place on the 
international calendar in odd 


The next Women’s World Cup, for 
which Australia is bidding to host, is 
therefore confirmed for 2003. 

The Executive Committee of FIFA 
announced the decision at the conclusion 
of its meeting last Friday in keeping with 
the recommendation submitted by the 
FIFA Committee for Women’s Football 
who had met four days earlier. 

The decision renounces the proposal 
made public rather hastily by FIFA 
President Sepp Blatter last December that 
would have seen the Women’s World 
Cup shifted a year forward to fall in the 
same year as the men’s World Cup. 

Blatter claimed it would raise the 


Sepp Blatter: Hasty announcement. 
profile of the women’s event. 

The Women’s Committee concluded 
quite the opposite. They presented the 
best option as being an avoidance of such 
an accumulation of major events, as the 
men’s World Cup was likely to 


overshadow all other competitions. 

The overturning of the 2002 proposal 
does however make for less time to 
establish separate women’s qualifying 
tournaments for the 2004 Olympic Games 
which will be contested by the larger field 
of 12 nations, rather than the current 
practice of qualifying via the World Cup. 

FIFA remains keen for this process of 
qualifying tournaments to be 
implemented, with the matter still to be 
finalised. 

The FIFA Executive also approved the 
Women’s Committee proposal to 
introduce a Women’s U18 World 
Championship, an event likely to be 
scheduled for 2001 or 2002. 

For the upcoming Olympic Games, the 
Football Draw has been confirmed to be 
in Sydney on June 3. 


FOR WOMEN’S 


PRO LEAGUE 


Club/Team? 


@ Do you have a dispute with your current I 


@ Do you need assistance in relation to your 
contract negotiations with a soccer club? 


If your require assistance in relation to any of 
the above then please call Mr Andrew Smyrmis 
who has over 15 years experience in 
appearing before tribunals and assisting 
players, coaches and clubs in relation to their 
contract matters. 


@ Please feel free to call us for an obligation 
free quote on these and all your legal needs. 


@ 91 Glebe Point Road, 
GLEBE 


Tel: (02) 9552 6288 
Fax: (02) 9660 7349 


@ 1st Floor, 2-6 Regent St, 
KOGARAH 


Tel: (02) 9522 6288 
Fax: (02) 9660 7349 


n a surprise move, the 
Football Association (FA) 
— England’s governing 
body — has pledged to 
establish a women’s full-time 
professional league within, 
three years. 

Promising a major injection of 
funds and television coverage, 
the league will allow the top 
females to make a career as 
footballers in the traditional 
heartland of the world game. 

The male-dominated FA has 
long carried the reputation of not 
moving with the times but their 
move towards advancing the 
elite development of women’s 
football must be commended, 
assuming their motives are 
genuine. 

Women's football in the 
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United Kingdom is experiencing 
an enormous growth spurt, much 
like that seen throughout the 
world over recent times. The 
number of girls and women’s 
teams has shot up from 500 in 
1993 to 4,500 currently, with the 
schools also encouraging girls to 
play to a far greater degree than 
in the past. 

The year 2003 has been set 
down as the target by which the 
league will be in force, and is 
likely to be based on the current 
ten-team FA Women’s Premier 
League National Division which 
includes sides Arsenal Ladies, 
Millwall Lionesses, and 
Doncaster Belles, the inspiration 
for the television drama Playing 
The Field. 

The FA intends implementing 


its powers and resources to gain 
the necessary television 
coverage by tying it in with 
agreements for the screening of 
men’s England matches and FA 
Cup games. 

“Women’s football has 
exploded in popularity in the last 
decade,” said the FA's Katherine 
Knight. 

“England, Scotland, Wales, 
and Northern Ireland all have 
their own national teams, 
England ladies have their first 
full-time coach, and 1000 
players attend 30 regional 
centres of excellence.” 

England and the UK’s greatest 
setback was surely their 
ineligibility to qualify for the 
Atlanta Olympic Games despite 
their fantastic seventh place 


finish at the 1995 World Cup. 
Because they were the English 
Team and not Great Britain, they 
could not advance to the 
Olympic tourmament. 

The issue of working out how 
Great Britain can qualify in such 
circumstances musi also be a 
priority for the future if the game 
is to truly flourish and provide 
teal goals for its youngsters. 

If the management and 
organisation of the league is 
solid with the advancement of 
women’s football its prime 
objective, the new league has the 
potential to be great. Let's hope 
the FA League is a top class 
success which will be for the 
good of not just Britain, but the 
sport worldwide. 


essusia) 


Brisbane City 
Brisbane Lions 
Wynnum 

IPSW Knights 
Gold Coast City 
Rochedale Rov 
B’berg Waves 
Toowoomba Utd 
Taringa Rovers 
Mt Gravatt 


mee NNNUWUOD 
NN eR ONNOD 


FUUUAUUE HO 


ROUND 6 


Taringa Rovers 
Brisbane City ... 
Wynnum 

Gold Coast City . . 
Brisbane Lions 


IPSW Knights . 


B’berg Waves .. 


Toowoomba Utd. 


DIVISION ONE SOUTH 


Eastem Subs 
Olympic Utd 
Rocklea Utd 
Capalaba 
Acacia Ridge 
Souths Utd 
Redlands Utd 
Slacks Creek 
Beenleigh 


Oavuaruwruqanu sy 


\ QUEENSLAND SOCCER FEDERATION 


“Perry Park” Abbotsford Road, Mayne Brisbane 4006. 
Phone: (07) 3252 5327 e Fax: (07) 3252 1137 


North Star 
North Pine 
Mitchelton 

Uni of Qid 
Pine Rivers Utd 
Newmarket 
Albany Creek 
The Gap 
Grange Thistle 


Ree Ee NNU ESB 
Orr uUHenNoHre 
URUH NNER On 


ROUND 6 


Beenleigh 3 
Souths Utd ... cies 
Redlands Utd . Prac) 
Acacia Ridge 0 


Olympic Utd 
Capalaba.... 
Slacks Creek . 
Rocklea Utd 


North Pine 
Newmarket . 


Eastern Subs - Bye 


Uni of Qid.... 
Grange Thistle... . 


ABSW (%} 
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DIVISION ONE NORTH 


WVUAADTTGUAAUY 
Or ee nuUurus 
—-o-f-o-oog 
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ROUND 6 


2 Albany Creek 
-2 North Star .... 
-1_ Mitchelton 
...0 Pine Rivers Utd 
The Gap - Bye 


CITY LEAD INCREASES 


As Bottom of the Table Clash Produces Hiding 


By Glenn Davis 


T= Brisbane City juggernaut opened up a 
seven-point lead at the top of the 
Queensland Premier league after 
accounting for second placed Ipswich Knights 
2-0 ina top of the table home clash on Sunday. 

A 0-0 halftime scoreline was converted to a 
comfortable win from Brisbane City after goals 
from Arron Alridge and Allan Cameron after the 
break. 

And for once Brisbane City did it without Chris 
Slater, the league’s leading goal scorer with seven 


Mal Bland: The Mt Gravatt coach has got a 
tough season ahead. 


goals in five previous matches, adding to his 
imposing start to the season, 

Brisbane City now remain unbeaten after six 
rounds with many posing the question just which 
team is capable of halting Brisbane City’s charge 
to the premiership. 

While there is a long way to go, Brisbane City 
now lead nearest rivals Brisbane Lions and 
Wynnum following their respective weekend vic- 
tories. 

Wynnum, with their huge poo! of available tal- 
ent on the bayside, are finally starting to fulfil their 
club’s dream of becoming one of the league’s bet- 
ter sides after downing Toowoomba 1-0, 

After six matches, Wynnum, under the guidance 
of astute coach Peter Tokesi, have lost just one 
match and are rapidly becoming one of the 
league’s most difficult opponents, 

After a scoreless first half Wynnum bagged 
maximum points for the third time this season 
thanks to a second half goal from striker Owen 
Filewood. 

After a slow start to the season, Brisbane Lions 
are finally making their mark after downing last 
season’s premiers Rochedale 4-1, 

Darren Hiller and Danny Stowers both scored to 
produce a 1-1 half time scoreline for their respec- 
tive sides before the home team ran away with 
three second half goals from striker Sasha 
Radulovic. 

Radulovic’s hat-trick propelled him to seven 
goals for the season - equal with Slater as the 
league’s leading scorer. 

The match was a crunch game for both sides, 
but Lions coach John Ogden was always confident 
the home ground advantage would favour his side 
after finding the net four times in their previous 
away game against Bundaberg. 

The defeat was costly for Rochedale who 
slipped a further point adrift of the top four. 

The Gold Coast, who have lacked cohesion 
throughout the early part of the season following a 
player drain, thumped Mt Gravatt 7-0 in a bottom 
of the table clash a Palm Beach. 


Peter Tokesi: The Wynnum coach finally 
Starting fulfil the club's dream. 

Gold Coast went into the game with the better 
form after grabbing a vital point against Rocliedale 
the previous round whereas Mt Gravatt were 
thumped 4-1 by Wynnum. 

Former national league player Adam Poric, who 
capped off several weeks of great form with the 
equaliser against Rochedale, continued to stamp 
his mark in the local league bagging a double. 

Lee Vernon and former Brisbane Lions mid- 
fielder Cameron Watson produced similar results 
while their seventh scorer came from Adam 
Hayward. 

Although trailing 2-0 at halftime, Mt Gravatt 
coach Mal Bland looks to have a tough season 
ahead. , 
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At Jack Speare Park, Bundaberg Waves con- 
founded their critics by upsetting Taringa 1-0. 

Waves normally have been a tough side to beat 
at home, but faced a long season ahead had they 
capitulated to Taringa. 

Taringa went into the game on a mini-roll with 
four points from its last two matches despite the 
loss of many players through injury. 

After a scoreless first half, Bundaberg grabbed 
the winner through striker Jacob Noe to give the 
visitors only their second win of the season. 


ROUND 7 
FIXTGRES 


April 1 
B’berg Waves v Rochedale Rov 
7.00pm 


April 2 
Taringa Rovers v Brisbane City 
2.45pm 


Mt Gravatt v Brisbane Lions 
2.45pm 


Toowoomba Utd v Gold Coast 
4.00pm 


IPSW Knights v Wynnum 


21 


BOLOGNA 2 


UDINESE 1 
ee Signori stole in at the back post to 
give the home side a 28th minute lead before 
Carlo Nervo sealed the win, pulling the ball down 
on his chest and firing a low shot in to the Udinese 
net. 

Roberto Muzzi’s 100th league goal gave Udinese 
hope before Bologna’s Michele Paramatti and 
Udinese’s Andrea Soitil were sent off for fighting. 
Bologna’s first win in seven matches. 


CAGLIARI 2 
PARMA 3 


reat start for Parma thanks to close range 
goals in the first four minutes from Diego 
Fuser and Brazil’s Marcio Amoroso. 

Argentine Herman Crespo set up both strikes and 
also released Mario Stanic for Parma’s late winner 
after Cagliari had pulled level at 2-2. Parma’s third 
straight win lifts them to fifth. 


LAZIO 2 
AS ROMA 1 


be Montella’s 16th goal of the season 
gave Roma an early lead in the 114th Rome 
derby but first Pavel Nedved and then Argentine 
Juan Veron with a superb free kick gave Lazio 
their first victory against their arch-rivals since 
March 1998. 

Roma’s Brazilian defender Cafu and French left 
back Vincent Candela were both injured in a pre- 
dictable bruising encounter. 


LECCE 1 
INTER MILAN 0 


wiss forward David Sesa found the back of the 
net for the third successive week to end Inter’s 
run of 10 matches without defeat. 

Sesa fired home a free kick from 20 meires in the 
23rd minute against a lacklustre Inter side who once 
again lost striker Christian Vieri to injury. Lecce’s 
first home victory over Inter in the league. 


Marcio Amoroso heads home for Parma who 
eventually defeated Cagliari 3-2. 
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AC Milan striker Andriy Shevchenko scores his first of two against Juventus as he beats 
Juve keeper Edwin Van der Saar. AC Milan won 2-0. 


PERUGIA 1 
FIORENTINA 2 


abriel Batistuta reacted first to a rebound off 
G:. Perugia post to score his 14th goal of the 
season in the seventh minute but, after Perugia 
equalised, the Argentine’s striking partner 
Predrag Mijatovic had a penalty saved by goal- 
keeper Andrea Mazzantini. 
Fiorentina’s third international striker, Enrico 
Chiesa, saved the day for the away side with a slight- 
ly scuffed winner in the 69th minute. 


PIACENZA 2 
VENEZIA 2 


hree goals in the first 15 minutes left Venezia 

leading 2-1 for most of this relegation clash 
before midfielder Gianpietro Piovani scored 
Piacenza’s equaliser with a shot-come-cross from 
the left side of the penalty area. 


REGGINA 1 
BARI 0 


ohamed Kallon’s 10th strike of the season 
— a first time volley after fine Reggina 
approach work — gave the promoted side their 
second win in a row. 
That lifted them to 11th place and handed strug- 
gling Bari their seventh defeat in their last nine out- 
ings. 


TORINO 0 
VERONA 3 


isaster for Torino who were 3-0 down by the 
interval and had former Italy striker 
Gianluigi Lentini and Uruguayan defender 


Gustavo Mendez sent off in the second half. 

Verona have now gone eight matches without 
defeat and have climbed out of the relegation zone for 
the first time this season. 


AC MILAN 2 
JUVENTUS 0 


uve were finally brought down after 22 league 

matches without defeat and saw their lead at 
the top of Serie A cut to six points. 

Andriy Shevchenko scored both Milan goals — the 
second from the penalty spot — to take his season 
tally to 21 in the championship. 


Matias Almeyda and Marcelo Salas celebrate 
Lazio’s 2-1 derby win over Roma. 


azio’s recent 2-1 victory over Chelsea in 
the Champions League, ensures that one 
Ee eee eet eee 


end of thelr run in Europe for this year. 
Overall, for Italian teams in Europe, season 
19992000 is best forgotten, 

‘There isn’t a single Malian team left in the | 
UEFA Cup and Lazio are their only hope in the | 
Champions League, So much as usual was expect- 
ed at the start of the season but so much has gone 
by the wayside this season in Europe. 

Lazio will be no pushovers, however, it is diffi- 

|, be dislodged from their position as favourites. 

Lazio’s downfall and ultimately the downfall of 
cool aiwerdanaan eg sega sepia 


Whether or not they bring home the Champions | 
League, the major prize of a Scudetto (champi- 
onship title) still eludes them since 1974, 

‘This year’s title will be going to Juventus who, 
unlike Lazio, have a very settied starting 11 and it 
is also very clear who the bench players are,’ 
Different styles, very different results in Europe 
{remember Juve’s embarassing 0-4 loss to Celta 
Vigo) and different results in the Serie A. 
Unfortunately for Eriksson, in ltaly, it is only real- 
ly this latter one that counts when it comes to 
keeping your job on the bench, 

recent derby between Juventus and Torino, 
called the ‘derby della mole’ in Italy, was con- 
troversial before, during and after the game. 

Prior to the game, a dispute between both clubs 
Teganding seating arrangements for their support- 

fs, Saw Juventus hand back tickets to Torino and 
Shik Ses eeek tosens actin of ic 
ground. 


Then the Italian Parliament stepped in and 


‘Then the game was refereed by Italy’ 
whistle-blower, the ‘skin head” Pierluigi Collina, 
Colina, who hails from the lovely Tuscan seaside 
town of Viareggio, hadn't officiated in a Juventus 

| game since April 98! 

Collina awarded three penalties during the 
| game, including two against Juventus. That same 
| Juventus who hadn't conceded a penalty all sea- 

son, now had conceded two in one game! 

Surely Juventus fans must be hoping that 
Collina doesn’t officiate their games for another 


ARSENAL 3 
. COVENTRY CITY 0 


eteran Coventry keeper Steve 

Ogrizovic, 42, making his first 
appearance of the season, produced a 
series of excellent saves but could not 
hold back Arsena!’s second half 
surge, 

Thierry Henry after 50 minutes, 
Gilles Grimandi (79) and Kanu a 
minute later made the difference as 
Arsenal stepped-up a gear after a flat 
first half. 

Coventry never threatened to score 
and have not won away all season. 


LEICESTER CITY 2 
LEEDS 1 


well-deserved win for Leicester 
who were at their battling best 
while Leeds looked tired. Stan 
Collymore put Leicester ahead after 
14 minutes but Australian Harry 
Kewell equalised in the 38th — his 
sixth successive scoring match. 
Steve Guppy hit the winner three 
minutes after the break, 


WEST HAM 2 
WIMBLEDON 1 


Ww Ham were in command 
against their London rivals, 
had more than 20 attempts on goal 
but still had to endure a nervous final 
15 minutes, 

Paolo Di Canio put West Ham ahead 
with a spectacular scissor-kick after 
eight minutes and debutant Frederic 
Kanoute, who also struck the bar with a 
header, got the second after an hour. 

Michael Hughes, with virtually 
Wimbledon’s only effort, scored a fine 
long-range goal in the 75th minute. 


seis 


Nikolas Dabizas of Newcastle and Titi Camara of Liverpool fight for the ball. Camara scored for Liverpool in 
their 2-1 victory over Newcastle at Anfield. 


ASTON VILLA 2 
DERBY COUNTY 0 


| Merson was again the catalyst 
for Villa’s win with a command- 


Leicester's Darrem Eadie and Lucas Radebe of Leeds tussle for posses- 
sion. Leicester’s 2-1 win may have ended the title aspirations of Leeds. 


ing performance in midfield. He set 
up Benito Carbone for the opener 
after 40 minutes and then curled in a 
great cross for the unmarked George 
Boateng to head the second after 57. 

Villa striker Dion Dublin, who broke 
his neck in December, came on to a 

- standing ovation 10 minutes from time. 


BRADFORD CITY 0 
MANCHESTER UTD 4 


nited repeated their 4-0 home 
win from December with ease. 
Bradford held out for 37 minutes but 
then conceded two in four minutes to 
Dwight Yorke - a bullet header from a 
David Beckham corner and a mis-hit 
cross that curled over Matt Clarke. 
Clarke saved well from Yorke, Gary 
Neville and Beckham but was helpless 
for the stunning third, volleyed in from 
outside the box by Paul Scholes who 
had been picked out by a Beckham cor- 
ner. 
Beckham tucked in the fourth 10 
minutes from time. 


CHELSEA 1 
SOUTHAMPTON 1 


nother lean day for Chelsea 

trikers Chris Sutton and 

Gianfranco Zola, who were both sub- 
stituted. 

Jo Tessam scored with a 25-metre 
shot against the run of play to put 
Southampton ahead after 69 minutes 
but the lead lasted only six minutes 
before a headed own goal by Dean 
Richards - his second in three games - 
saved Chelsea’s blushes. 


LIVERPOOL 2 
NEWCASTLE UTD 1 


fler a quiet first half this turned 
to a classic after the break. 

Titi Camara, starting in place of the 
rested Michael Owen, made his mark 
with a nicely-volleyed finish to Steven 
Gerrard’s cross after 51 minutes. 

Gerrard was through soon after but 
Shay Given did well to dive at his feet 
and hold the ball. a 

Liverpool appeared to have paid a 
heavy price when Alan Shearer rose to 


-head home an. Aaron Hughes cross in 


the 67th minute but substitute Jamie 
Redknapp, only on the pitch for four 
minutes, emulated the England striker 
with a match-winning header ¢wo min- 
utes from time. 


MIDDLESBROUGH 1 
SHEFF WED 0 


ndy Campbell lobbed Boro into 

he lead after 12 minutes and 
looked set for his second soon after 
before he was brought down in the 
box by Kevin Pressman, 

The keeper escaped with a yellow 
card and took full advantage to save 
Juninho’s subsequent penalty. 

The win took Middlesbrough’s 
unbeaten run to six but Wednesday, 
who sacked manager Danny Wilson in 
midweek, look doomed. 


SUNDERLAND 2 
EVERTON 1 


icky Summerbee put Sunderland 

ahead with a free kick after nine 
minutes but Nicky Barmby equalised 
with a great volley in the 38th. 

Kevin Phillips then curled in his 26th 
goal of the season to earn Sunderland 
their first win of the year and gain some 
revenge for their 5-0 Goodison defeat in 
December that started their dire run. 


WATFORD 1 
TOTTENHAM 1 


atford keeper _ Alec 
Chamberlain had a clearance 
charged down by Chris Armstrong 
and the ball fell into the striker’s 
path for him to tap-in after 51 min- 
utes. 
But battling Watford equalised 
through Allan Smart 12 minutes from 
time. 


Joe Tessum of Southampton finds 
Chelsea’s George Weah at his feet. 
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UEFA CHAMPIONS LEAGUE .. 


Porto (Portugal) 


Ouariep 
Mal Deaw 


QUARTER FINALS 


First Leg — April 7 
Second Leg — April 19 
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Bordeaux (France) 
Fiorentina (Italy) 


Manchester United (England) 


Valencia (Spain) 


TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 23 
Fiorentina 
Batistuta 25, Balbo 52 
Valencia 3 Bordeaux 
Farinos 60, Ilie 66, 

Gonzalez 88 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 8 
Bordeaux 0 Florentina 
Manchester Utd 3 Valencia 
Keane 38, Solskjaer 47 
Scholes 69 


WEDNESDAY, MARCH 1 
Manchester Utd 2 Bordeaux 
Giggs 42, 

Sheringham 84 
Fiorentina 1 Valencia 
Mijatovic 20pen 

TUESDAY, MARCH 7 


Bordeaux 1 Manchester Utd 


Pavon 9 Keane 33, 
Solskjaer 84 

Valencia 2  Florentina 

Tlie 34 

Mendieta 90pen 


WEDNESDAY, MARCH 15 
Manchester Utd 3 Fiorentina 
Cole 20, Keane 33, — Batistuta 16 
Yorke 70 
Bordeaux 41 Valencia 
Wiltord 54 Djukic 41 

Mendieta 48pen 
Gonzalez 71 
Sanchez 90 


TUESDAY, MARCH 21 
Fiorentina 3- Bordeaux 
Chiesa 47pen Wiltord 5 
Batistuta 61 Zanotti 87 
Costa 64 Batlles 90 
Valencia Manchester Utd 


Manchester Utd 
Valencia 
Fiorentina 


quarter-finals. 


1. Chelsea (England) v 
Barcelona (Spain) 


2. Valencia (Spain) v 
Lazio (Italy) 


2 Manchester Utd 0 


Bayern Munich (Germany) 


Dynamo Kiev (Ukraine) 
~~ Real Madrid (Spain) 


Rosenborg Trondheim (Norway) 
WEDNESDAY, 


3. Real Madrid (Spain) v 
Manchester United (England) 


4. Porto (Portugal) v 
Bayern Munich (Germany) 


SEMI-FINALS 


First Leg — May 3 
Second Leg — May 10 


GROUP D 


Feyenoord (Netherlands) 
Olympique Marseille (France) 
Lazio (Italy) 

Chelsea (England) 


WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 24 
Marsellle 0 Lazio 
Stankovic 64, 
Conceicao 78 
Chelsea Feyenoord 
Babayaro 45 Julio Cruz 90 
Tore Flo 67, 86 


TUESDAY, DECEMBER 7 
Feyenoord 3. Marseille 
Cruz 72, 90 
Bosvelt 83 
Lazio 0 Chelsea 


TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 29 
Lazio 1 Feyenoord 
Veron 37 Tomasson 78, 84 
Marseille 1 Chelsea 
Pires 16 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 8 

Feyenoord 0 Lazio 
Chelsea 1 Marseille 
Wise 27 


TUESDAY, MARCH 14 
Lazio 5 Marseille 
Inzaghi 17, 37, 38,71 Leroy 50 
Boksic 82 
Feyenoord 1 Chelsea 
Kalou 59 Zola 39 
Wise 64 
Andre Flo 69 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22 
Marseille 0 Feyenoord 
Chelsea 1 Lazio 


Poyet 45 Inzaghi 54 
Mihajlovic 66 


Table 
Lazio 6 3 4 
Chelsea 5 Wet: 5 10 
Feyenoord 2 738 
Marseille ek, 114 
Lazio and Chelsea qualify for the quarter- 
finals 


ee ey eee 
Winner 2 v Winner 1 


Winner 3 v Winner 4 
eeseds | Ae ote. 


FINAL 


Wednesday, May 24 
At Stade de France 


World Rankings 


DON ous won — 


s 
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(Valid until April 12) 
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Latvia 


TEN DAY RELEASE PERIOD 
INTRODUCED FOR OLYMPICS 


lubs will be required to 

release players 10 days before 

the start of the 2000 Olympic 
tournament, world soccer’s govern- 
ing body FIFA said last week. 

The rules usually require teams to 
free players 14 days ahead of interna- 
tional tournaments but FIFA, under 
pressure from European clubs, reduced 
the period in an effort to limit the effect 
on teams who will already be engaged 
in domestic league action. 

The agreed release period is twice 
the five days that FIFA president Sepp 
Blatter had proposed earlier this month 
during a meeting with International 
Olympic Committee (IOC) chief Juan 
Antonio Samaranch. 

The Olympic tournament is sched- 
uled to begin on September 13. 

“Tt means players will be at the dis- 
posal of their respective clubs one more 
weekend,” said FIFA general secretary 
Michel Zen-Ruffinen. “When we 
looked at it closely it made no sense to 
reduce it to five days. 

“It's a good compromise which 
allows clubs to keep players longer but 
allows players to adjust to a long trip. 

“Tf you reduce the period to five days 
it would still prevent the player from 
being available for another weekend. 
So by having 10 days you allow him to 


go on Monday and acclimatise himself. 
~ “It. made no sense to have a player 
sitting around for almost one week and 
still miss a match.” 

Zen-Ruffinen said the Olympic soc- 
cer tournament draws would be held on 
June 3 in Sydney. 


Michel Zen-Ruffinen: Good 
compromise. 

The FIFA executive committee gave 
the go-ahead to high-altitude matches 
in the CONMEBOL, South America’s 
soccer confederation, following results 
of a recent study which showed there 
was no harm to players. 

FIFA had been concerned that 
matches played above 2,600 metres, in 
places such as La Paz, Bolivia, and 
Quito, Ecuador, might have an adverse 
affect. 


“As long as teams come in and play 
and then go right back there is no risk 
or effect on performance,” said Zen- 
Ruffinen. 

Nandrolone and a harmonised uni- 
versal calendar, the two major items on 
the executive committee’s two-day 
agenda, will also be dealt with. 

The IOC and FIFA, soccer’s world 
governing body, remained on a colli- 
sion course over nandrolone. 

A recent study commissioned by 
FIFA carried out on 148 Swiss second- 
division soccer players showed that 
when they were under stress higher lev- 
els of nandrolone could be produced 
naturally in the body, above the current 
IOC threshold that would result in sanc- 
tions. 

FIFA’s study appears to contradict 
one carried out by the IOC at the 1998 
Nagano Olympics, leaving open the 
possibility of a confrontation if a player 
in the Olympic soccer tournament were 
to test positive for the banned substance 
in Sydney later this year. 

A controversial FIFA proposal that 
would see the soccer season around the 
world run from February to November 
and squeeze all international competi- 
tions into July and August, will also be 
examined by the executive committee. 


Irapattoni to leave 
at end of season 


GG: Trapattoni has confirmed he will leave 


as Fiorentina coach after his side’s disappoint- 
ing exit from the Champions League. 

“T realised six months ago that my time in Florence 
was up,” he said after the Champion’s League match, in 
which Fiorentina drew 3-3 with Bordeaux and failed to 
qualify for the last eight. 

“Tn any case, coaches are like fish. After a while, they 
start to smell,” he 
quipped. 

Trapattoni’s 
exit at the end of 
the season has 
been widely 
EeXapecrcuivoldes 
Fiorentina, who 
had looked a con- 
tender for last 
year’s league title 
but ended up 
third, are current- 
ly eighth in Serie 
A, 13 points 
behind leaders 
Juventus — with 
eight matches left. 

Trapattoni is 
the most success- Glovanni Trapattoni: Bad smell. 
ful coach in 
Italy’s Serie A, the winner of eight national league titles, 
one European Cup, three UEFA Cups and a Cup 
Winners’ Cup. 

Trapattoni made it clear he would stay until the end of 
the season. “We have to go on and try to win a place in 
the UEFA Cup,” he said. 


OVERMARS 
WANTS TO STAY 


utehgp 
winger] 
Mare 


Overmars, who 
had been linked 
to a move from 
Arsenal, said last 
week he wanted 
to stay at the 
English Premier 
League club. 

“T see a lot of 
good things for 


Arsenal in the 
future and J want 
to be there also 


and to get 
involved,” he said. 

“Better that - 
clubs are interested © Marc Overmars: Wants to 
in you than no stay. 
clubs are interested in you,” he said of news reports link- 
ing him to other clubs such as Barcelona in Spain. 

“It’s just a compliment and that’s it.” 

Overmars, 26, had hinted last month that he would quit 

Arsenal after the club were beaten at home by 
Liverpool and slumped to fourth in the league table. 

“I may not be an Arsenal player next season,” he had 
said. 

“That will be decided by what happens on the pitch.” 

Overmars joined Arsenal from Ajax Amsterdam for 
7.0 million pounds ($17.5 million) in July 1997 and has 
been an automatic first choice for the team since then, 
scoring 38 goals in a total of 130 teague and cup appear- 
ances. 
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helsea midfieldér Didier 
Deschamps is on the mend after 
spending a night in hospital follow- 
ing the club’s 2-1 Champions League 
defeat to Lazio last week. 

Chelsea assistant manager Gwyn Williams 
said-the French international “took a whack 
from an elbow by (Diego) Simeone” near the 
end of the match, which saw both clubs 
through to the quarter-finals, 

Deschamps suffered concussion and was 
reported to have fainted in the dressing-room 
after the game. 

“His family are away from home so we got 
someone to watch him,” said Williams, 
adding that the player was now fine. 


said last week he sympathised with trou- 

bled Real Madrid colleague Nicolas 
Anelka but advised him to work a bit harder on 
trying to fit in at the Spanish club, 

McManaman, hampered by injury, has struggled 
for top form himself this season since moving from 
Liverpool on a free transfer under the Bosman rul- 
ing. 

But despite his prob- 
lems he is slowly 
becoming accepted as a | 
first team regular and he 
says he feels more and 
more af home at the 
club and in the city. 

“I don’t know exact- 
ly what’s happened 
with Anetka,” 
McManaman said in 
reference to the 
Frenchman who was 
suspended for 45 days 
by the club after miss- 
ing training for three 
days. 

“But it is tough 
being a foreign player, coming to a new team and 
without knowing the language. You have to learn 
and to work hard. 

“T understand what he feels because it’s difficult 


F- midfielder Steve McManaman 


Steve McManaman 


SANCHEZ BECOMES A COACH 


McManaman advises 
team-mate Anelka 


Didier Daschanipe? Concussion. 


when you don’t speak 
the language and you 
feel alone. But you sim- 


harder.” 

McManaman’s early , 
form at Real suggested | -attaaies 
a long future at the club 
as he made an immedi- 
ate impact, scoring two | 
goals in his first three 
games. 

However, a niggling 
injury held up his 
progress and since com- |) 
ing back in the New 
Year he has shown only 
flashes of his best. 

“| had an injury earlier in the season but now I 
feel fine,” said McManaman. “It’s only a matter of 
time before I find my best form for Real. 

“T’'m enjoying it, even though this is only my first 
year. 

The language is still a problem but I’m having 
lessons. I’m still getting to know the players. 

“It’s a bit difficult for people like me, Geremi 
(Njitap) and Nicolas, who've had problems in inte- 
grating, 

“But it was the right decision to.come here and I 
want to stay. I see my future in white.” 


Nicolas Aneika 


mer Mexican interns- 
JR Scene te “It is an honor for ws that Hugo 
starting his first job asa Sanchez is the new coach of the 
coach last week after being Pumas,” said vice-president Javier 
appointed by Mexico City’s Jimenez Espriu as he announced 
UNAM, the clab where he began the appointment. 
his playing career 25 years ago. Sanchez, who played 44 times 
Sanchez, who retired from play- for his country, said he had 
ing four years ago, takes over athe received other offers in the past but 
team struggling in the Mexican his intuition had led him to tum 
Verano (Summer) championship, them down, 
which is just past its halfway stage. “Either it was not the right 
The Pumas, as they ase populir- — monient or the team or conditions 
!y known, have collected only 12 were not ideal,” he said. 
points from their opening 10 Sanchez made his name during a 
games, leading to the dismissal of highly productive spell with Real 
Sanchez’s predecessor Rafarel Madrid in Spain. He also played 
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IN HOSPITAL} 


Team manager Gianluca Vialli, who start- 
ed the game with an entirely foreign side and 


~ Waiched them lose at home in Europe for the 


first time in 34 matches dating back to 
1958, said his English captain Dennis 


England boss Glenn Hoddle 
who repeatedly overlooked Wise 
at international level. 
Wise has been inspirational for 
Chelsea this season and worked his 
way into Kevin Keegan’s England plans but he 
missed the Lazio game to give him some rest. 


needed some rest with so many important 
matches coming up,” Vialli said. 


Wise would be back for the Sy. 
weekend’s match against AN 
Southampton, now managed LAX 

by former Chelsea and i. 


and sometimes you play better when you 
have nothing to lose.” 


“Dennis was not injured. I thought he 


“Every now and then everyone needs a 
Test and this was Dennis Wise’s turn.” 
Chelsea will now face either 
domestic rivals Manchester United; 
Barcelona or Bayern Munich in the 
quarter-finals of the European Cup 
and Vialli conceded they had a 
tough task.. 
“Tt will be more difficult,” the | 
former Italian international said. 
“But we will be the underdogs 


Newcastle replace 
chief executive 


executive Freddie Fletcher last week with 
the finance director for north-east rivals 
Sunderland. 

David Stonehouse will take over on April 3 after 
the latest boardroom ruction at the Premier League 
club. 

Fletcher assumed Newcastle’s executive chair- 


Test Newcastle United replaced chief 


Hall and Shepherd, who control a majority of the 
company’s shares, resigned as directors in March 
1998. 

But Denis Cassidy quit as Newcastle chairman in 
December 1998 along with two fellow executives 
after Hall and Shepherd were restored to the board. 
The company’s stockbrokers resigned at the same 
stage. 


man duties after the acrimonious resignation of by Sunderland said in due course it would 


the club’s chairman in December 1998 and 
two months ago a board restructuring left 4% 
him to focus on media rights and new 
business development. 

His surprise departure may be linked 2 
to fan power after this month’s bitter 
court battle with supporters over 


appoint a replacement for Stonehouse, who 
joined in 1996 and was involved in bring- 
ing Sunderland to flotation on London’s 
Stock Exchange, 
Sunderland have enjoyed a good 


season after being promoted to the 

i Premier League and are currently in 

Newcastle's plans to move them from eighth place, ahead of Newcastle in 
their regular seats to make way for acor- 11th. 


porate hospitality area. 

Newcastle have dragged themselves from the bot- 
tom of the league since Bobby Rebson took over as 
manager from Ruud Gullit, who resigned in August. 

But scars still remain from the furore surrounding 
directors Douglas Hall and Freddy Shepherd after 
they made disparaging remarks about fans in early 
1998. 


C Milan’s Croatian midfielder 
Ae Boban will need an 

operation on his right knee and 
will miss the rest of this season. 

Italian media reported that Boban visited 
a specialist in Lyon, France last week where 
he was told that his damaged cartilage 
Tequired surgery. 

The 31-year-old missed the first third of 
this season due to injury and announced his 
retirement from international football last 
November. 


BOBAN OUT FOR THE SEASON 


Newcastle also said last week that Les 
Wheatley, chief operating officer and finance direc- 
tor, had resigned and would take up the position of 
finance director at Liverpool. 

Cable company NTL announced in December it 
had taken a 9.8 percent stake in Newcastle after giv- 
ing the club a 25 million pounds ($62.5 million) cash 
injection. 


2vonimir Boban: Knee injury. 


Apgamtiie logis sinaaing by Dpavy 


imnasia-La Plata and 
Colon produced one of 
the highest scoring 


matches in the Argentine cham- 
pionship when they drew 6-6 
last week. 

Facundo Sava scored four goals 
for Gimnasia while Esteban 
Fuertes replied with a hat-trick in 
an astonishing encounter, 

Colon led 4-2 at half-time and 
5-3 midway through the second 
half before Gimnasia fought back 


to 5-5. 

Fuertes, who played [0 games 
for Derby County this season 
before returning home because 
his papers were not in order, put 
Colon ahead again in the 85th 
minute only for Jorge San 
Esteban to make it 6-6 with an 
injury time penalty. 

It was only the second 6-6 
stalemate in Argentine profes- 
sional soccer and only four games 
have produced more goals, 


according to Argentine sports 
daily Ole. 

It was also the second 12-goal 
game involving Gimnasia in little 
more than a year, the team having 
beaten Velez Sarsfield 7-5 at 
home. 

The result left both sides level 
on 11 points after six games in 
the Clausura (Closing) cham- 
pionship, second of two 
championships in the Argentine 
season. 


porting Lisbon and 

Danish national goal- 

keeper Peter Schmeichel 
wants to play for his country 
in the World Cup finals in 
Japan and South Korea in 
2002, it was reported last 
week, 

“I want to go on playing for 
Denmark after this summer’s 
European championships and I 
would really love to take part in 
| the World Cup finals in two 
) years time,” said Schmeichel. 

Schmeichel, 36, earned his 
} 118th international cap, a Danish 
| record, last November when 


TO PLAY — SCHMEICHEL 


Denmark beat Israel 3-0 in a 
play-off second leg match in 
Copenhagen to book a place in 
the European championship 
finals in Belgium and the 
Netherlands. 

In the World Cup qualifiers 
beginning this September, 
Denmark, European Champions 
in 1992 and World Cup quarter- 
finalists in 1998 — both times 
with Schmeichel in the team — 
are drawn in Europe’s group 
three with the Czech Republic, 
Bulgaria, Northern Ireland, 
Iceland and Malta. 


Five more years 


for Strachan 


rmer Scottish international 


] yes Strachan has agreed 


to a new five-year deal to 
remain as coach of English Premier 


League side Coventry City. 


The club’s website said last week 
that chairman Bryan Richardson had 
confirmed the deal which the 43-year- 
old former Aberdeen and Manchester 
United player is expected to sign later 


this week. 


“If you have got something good, 
you want to hold on to it,” Richardson 


said. 


Strachan took over as player-coach 
at Highfield Road in November 1996 
from Ron Atkinson and made the last 
of his 26 appearances for Coventry at 


the end of the 1996-97 season. 


At the end of his first season in 
charge Coventry avoided relegation by 
a point, finishing in 17th place. The 
following Season they finished 11th 


and were 15th last season. 


Their 4-0 win over Bradford City 


in the top division next season. 


recently saw them jump to 11th place 
in the Premier League and sure of con- 
tinuing their unbroken 33-year tenure 


Gordon Strachan: New deal. 


and European Cups. 


17-year-old, added: 


Giggs commits long-term 
future to Man. United 


anchester United’s Welsh international winger Ryan 
Mee wants to commit his long-term future to the 
club, he said last week. 

Although his current contract does not expire until 2002 the 26- 
year-old says he is keen to sign a new deal in the summer. 

“T have always maintained that I am a Manchester United fan 
first and foremost and I have ges giving 
always just wanted to play 
for United as long as we are 
contesting for championships 


“Ever since I came here 
and since I made my debut in 
1991 we have always been | 
winning things and as long as 
that continues there would be 
No point in going anywhere 
else,” he said. Giggs, who 
made his United debut as a 


“Tt’s not a case of wanting 
to go and try something 
somewhere else because 
there is no reason to. If you 
want to win things you can’t rae P 
get much better than United.” ByahiGiogs: Mere United fan. 
Giggs made his 347th appearance for United in all competi- 
tions in their 2-0 win at Leicester City recently and if he does 
remain at the club for the rest of his career as seems a real possi- 
bilty, he could eventually overtake Bobby Charlton who holds the 
club’s all-time appearance record of 754 matches for United 
established between 1956 and 1973. 


Colon, fourth, stayed ahead of 
Gimnasia on goal difference. 

San Lorenzo lost their lead 
when they were held 0-0 by lowly 
Chacarita Juniors. 

They were overtaken on goal 
difference by Boca Juniors, who 
won 4-0 at Ferro Carril Oeste, 
and River Plate, 2-0 winners 
against Independiente. 

All three have 14 points. 
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AJ 


wo days after celebrating their 
centenary, Ajax Amsterdam 


have sacked coach Jan Wouters 


celebrations. 
The Amsterdammers, who have won 
the European Cup four times, were 


after a run of disappointing results. knocked out of the UEFA Cup and the 
After 15 months at the club, Wouters Dutch Cup earlier this season. Since the 
will leave immediately. winter break, they have also been 


Youth coach Hans Westerhof will take 
over training of the first team until the 
end of the season when he is set to join 
Willem II Tilburg. 

“The background is that we started the 
season with high hopes that Ajax could 
play well, but we are disappointed with 
the results and that has led us to take this 
decision,” general manager Frank Kales 
told reporters. 

The club said Wouters understood the 
decision and the players had accepted 
their share of the blame. 

Ajax slipped to fifth in the Dutch first 
division recently after a 1-0 defeat at 
home to Twente Enschede. 

The result ruined the club’s centenary 


CHEAPEST PRICES TO 
SOUTH AMERICA, 
EUROPE, USA & ASIA 


SPECIAL REDUCED 
AIR FARES FOR 
SENIOR CITIZENS 
Gou will wot Ce diapepointed 


thrashed 4-0 by league leaders PSV 
Eindhoven. 

Ajax, 15 points off the pace, will face a 
battle even to earn a UEFA Cup place. 

The 80 million guilders ($35.23 mil- 
lion) the club has paid to build a champi- 
onship winning side, bringing in the likes 
of Denmark’s Brian Laudrup and Greek 
striker Nikos Machlas, appears to have 
brought the club nothing — for this sea- 
son at least, 

One bright note was Ajax’s share price 
which gained over four percent on the 
news. 

Kales said Ajax hoped to be able to 
name a permanent successor withing the 
next three weeks, 


RING NOW 


(02) 
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mature. 
any specific successor,” he said. 


Gaal. 
playing matters. 


‘season in his search of fresh challenges. 


who did the same at Celtic. 


ce forward Robert Pires, likely 

Fes: Olympique Marseille at the 

end of the season, says he is being 
watched by top English clubs, 

“T know these clubs (Arsenal and 
Liverpool) have their eye on me,” Pires said 
in an interview last week. “But there’s noth- 
ing concrete.” 

Pires said, however, that people should 
not read anything into the fact that he played 
what were arguably two of his best matches 
for Marseille in their 1-0 victories over 
Manchester United and Chelsea in the 
Champions League. 

“There was nothing premeditated. { had 
nothing more to prove against them than any 
other team,” Pires, a member of France’s 
1998 World Cup-winning squad, said. 

Pires, who turned down an offer from 
Portugal’s Benfica when he was still at his 
first club Metz in 1996, said he has always 
dreamed of playing in Spain. 

“As my mother is Spanish, of course I’ve 
always dreamed of playing the Liga some 
day or other. The whole family is expecting 
this return to the source,” he said. 

Marseille have had a disastrous season 
since starting ‘among the favourites to win 
the French league and be among the front- 
runners in the Champions League. 

Instead, they have been eliminated from 
Europe and they are fighting to avoid relega- 
tion at home. 

Pires, who joined Marseille after the 1998 
World Cup finals, said he would need assur- 
ances from the club that they planned to 
build a team able to challenge for a trophy 
next season for him to stay on. 

“That's why I came to Marseille...But I’ve 


“We have not spoken with Adriaanse 
about taking over in the past weeks. The 
departure of Jan Wouters is not linked to 


Adriaanse was Ajax youth coach from 
1992 to 1997 and is believed to have 
learned much under then head Louis van 


Like Van Gaal, Adriaanse is a firm dis- 
ciplinarian and takes full control of all 


He is also free to join Ajax after saying 
he would Ieave Willem II at the end of the 


Former Feyenoord favourite Willem 
van Hanegem, who walked out of AZ 
Alkmaar at the start of the season is 
another possibility, as is Wim Jansen, 


ACK COACH 


Dutch media have already installed 
current Willem II boss Co Adriaanse as 
the favourite, but Kales said that was pre- 


These are unsettled times at Ajax. The 
Amsterdam club lost home favourite 
Danny Blind as recently as last month. 
The ex-defender resigned his post as 
director of player policy after only nine 
months. 

Wouters, has appeared increasingly 
beleaguered this season and while few 
doubt his tactical insight his demeanour 
may have rubbed off on the players. 

Wouters’ side had also been hit by a 
string of injuries, although Kales said 
there could be “no excuses”. 

As a player, Wouters was an uncom- 
promising midfielder who was part of the 
Dutch side which won the European 
championship in 1988. 

In a career that took in spells at Bayern 
Munich and PSV, he also won the 
European Cup Winners Cup with Ajax. 
As acoach, he could only push his club to 
one Dutch Cup success. 


{ = 
len al 


Ericsson # 


Robert Pires: Being watched. 


done just as well, or as badly, as with Metz 
because I've been only a runner-up, not for- 
getting the UEFA Cup final (lost to Parma 
last May).” 

Pires said he almost left Marseille during 
the winter break for Racing Lens or St 
Etienne, who both made bids. 

But he decided to stay for fear that a 
change of club might spoil his chances of 
being picked for France’s squad in the 
European championship finals. 


VALENCIA WANT NORWEGIAN 


panish club Valencia is bidding 
S= 80 million crowns ($9.5 mil- 
lion) for Rosenborg Trondheim 
striker John Carew, a Norwegian daily 


said last week. 

Dagsavisen said Car 21, visited 
Spain last weekend for talks on a pos- 
sible deal which would set a 
Norwegian transfer record. 


Several other European clubs have 


expressed an interest in buying Carew 
from the-Norwegian champions. 


But the daily said he would prefer a 
possible transfer -to Borussia 
Dortmund even though the 
Bundesliga side was said to be bidding 
about 20.million,crowns less: 


ZE ROBERTO 
WANTS SERIE A 


Be Leverkusen’s Brazilian international mid- 


fieder Ze Roberto has said he would like to 
move to Italy. 

“The Serie A remains the strongest league in Europe 
and that’s where I want to play,” Ze Roberto said. 

Ze Roberto, 25, joined German first division 
Leverkusen in 1998 from Flamengo. His contract runs 
until 2003. 

His team mate in the Brazil team and at Leverkusen, 
Emerson, is also considering a move to Italy. He has been 
approached by several clubs including AS Roma. 


Mystery stomach 
bug hits AIK 


f\ mystery stomach bug has struck down 10 


AIK Stockholm players at a pre-season 
training camp in the Spanish town of La 
Magna. 

AIK Stockholm, runner-up in the Swedish first 
division last season, said they had cancelled 
their remaining friendlies and started to fly play- 
ers home to Stockholm. 

Striker Andreas Andersson, defender Teddy 
Lucic and goalkeeper Mattias Asper are all 
doubtful for Sweden’s friendly against Austria 
on March 29 in Graz. 


BASLER 
THE DJ 


wild antics off the pitch led to his prema- 

ture departure from Bayern Munich last 
year, will start a new job this week as an early 
morning radio disc jockey. 

Midfielder Basler will join a three-man early 
morning team at the popular SWR3 radio station 
in Baden-Baden, the station said. 

Basler, suspended by Bayern Munich last year 
after a scuffle in a restaurant, now plays for 
Kaiserslautern, another Bundesliga club. 


G ermany international Mario Basler, whose 


Balakov captaincy stripped 


' 7B Stuttgart’s Bulgarian international play- 
maker Krassimir Balakov has been stripped of 
the German first division club's captaincy 

after a row with coach Ralf Rangnick. 

“I’m naturally disappointed but I’m a professional 
player and I can live with that kind of fuss,” Balakov said 
in an interview. 

Rangnick decided to give the armband to Croatian 
midfielder Zvonimir Soldo after Balakov shouted at him 
for being substituted in a league match last weekend. 

VfB Stuttgart are currently 10th in the Bundesliga 
standings and struggling to ensure a place in Europe next 
season, 


PARMA RE-SIGN CRESPO AND THURAM 


and AC Milan. 


Hernan Crespo: Extension. onthenvebain! 


ma’s Argentine striker Hernan Crespo [ 
P= French international defender Lilian | 
Thuram have signed extensions to their 
contracts that will keep them at the Serie A side 
until June 2005, the club said last week. 
The news ends speculation linking the pair with 
a number of top Serie A clubs including Juventus 


The 23-year-old Crespo is the second-highest 
scorer in Serie A this season with 17 goals. 

Thuram was a member of France’s World Cup- 
}] winning squad in 1998 and is rated as one of the 
top defenders in Italy. 

Parma announced the new deals with the players 


Lian Thuram: New deal. 


KAHN HELPS YOUNG CHILD 


ayern Munich goalkeeper 
Be Kahn has met a five- 

year-old boy suffering from 
amnesia, hoping he might help him 
regain his memory, German press 
reported last week. 


July 1998. 


sion. 


Oliver Kahn: Deeply moved. 


Kahn talked to Bayem fan Dennis 
before the 1-1 draw between the 
Munich club and Hertha Berlin at the 
Olympic Stadium in Berlin. 

Dennis’ father had asked the 
German international to meet his son, 
suffering from partial amnesia since 
Sustaining a serious head 
wound in a car crash in 


The boy stayed in a 
coma for nine days. 
When he woke up in his 
hospital room, there was 
a Bayem match on televi- 


“There, Oliver Kahn,” 
were his first words. 

“I was deeply moved 
by the story,” Kahn said. 
“Since my daughter 
Katharina-Marie was 


born a year ago, I see a lot of things 
with different eyes. Football is not the 
most important thing in life.” 

On the Sunday morning, the day 
after he met his idol, Dennis’ first 
words again were: “Oliver Kahn”. 


Sunderland sign Nunez 


nglish Premier League club Sunderland 
confirmed the signing of Honduran inter- 
national striker Milton Nunez last week. 

Nunez is currently playing for Greek side PAOK 
Salonika but the fee of 1.6 million pounds ($4 mil- 
lion), plus a further one million pounds depending 
on appearances, will go to his former club 
Nacional of Uruguay. 

The deal was completed just before the English 
transfer deadline. 


# All times are Australian Eastern Standard Summer Time 


Tuesday March 28 
English Premier League 
Teams TBA (LIVE) 

Fox Sports 

4am —7am 


Best Of English Soccer 
Optus Vision 

(C7 Sport 12) 

59m — 6pm 


US Major League Soccer 
NY/NJ Metro Stars v 
Miami 

6.30am-8.30am . 


Brazilian Football 

Volta Redonda v Vasco 
da Gama 

Optus Vision (ESPN) 
1pm -3pm 


English Premier League 


English Premier League 
Show 


Fox Sports 
8.30pm — 10pm 


European Soccer Show 
Optus Vision 

(C7 Sport 12) 

12am —2am 

(Thursday Morning) 


International Friendly 
Australia v Czech 
Republic (LIVE) 
SBS TV 


Jam —3am 
(Thursday Morning) 


Thursday March 31 
Soccer Central 
Vision 


(C7 Spor 2) 


Optus Vision 
(C7 Sport 13) 
7pm - Spm 


English Premier League 


Replay last weeks'match 
Fox Sports 2 
4am — 6am 


Saturday April 1 
English First Division 
Chariton v Queens Park 
Rangers 

Optus Vision 

(C7 Sport 43) 

10am — 12pm 


GOL ESPN 
Optus Vision (ESPN) 
10am — 11am 


UEFA Champions 
League Weekly 
Optus Vision (ESPN) 
2pm — 3pm 


UEFA Champions 
League Highlights 
SBS TV 


3.30pm - 4.30pm 


World Soccer 
S8S TV 
4.30pm — 5.30pm 


English Premier League 
(replay) 

SBS TY 

5.30pm = 6.30pm 


English Premier Leaque 
Preview 


Teams TBA (LIVE) 
Optus Vision (ESPN) 
5,25am - 7.30am 
(Sunday Morning) 


Italian Serie A 
Teams TBA 
Optus Vision (ESPN) 


10am — 12pm 


French Premier League 
10am =12pm 
Optus Vision 
(C7 Sport 13) 


ttalian Soccer League 
SBS TV 
10.30am —11.30am 


On the Bail 
SBS TV 
11.30am ~12.30pm 


US Major League Soccer 
DC United v NY/NY 
Metro 

Optus Vision (ESPN) 
2pm. 4pm 


National Soccer League 
Brisbane v Newcastle 
Optus Vision 

(C7 Sport 12) 

7.30pm - 9.30pm 


English FA Cup Semi 
Final 
Bolton v Aston Villa 


Optus Vision (ESPN) 
2am —4am 

(Monday Morning) 
Monday April 3 
Football Weekend 
Optus Vision (ESPN) 
3pm —4pm 


English Premier League 


FA Cup replay plus EPL 


Optus Vision (ESPN) 
12am - 2am 
{Tuesday Morning) 


English Premier League 
Tottenham v 


Middlesbrough (LIVE) 
Fox Sports 


4am —7.30am 
(Tuesday Morning) 
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ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE 


Arsenal 3 Coventry City 0, Leicester City 2 Leeds 
United 1, West Ham United 2 Wimbledon 1, Aston 
Villa 2 Derby County 0, Bradford City 0 Manchester 
Utd 4, Chelsea 1 Southampton 1, Liverpoot 2 
Newcastle Utd 1, Middlesbrough | Sheffield 
Wednesday 0, Sunderland 2 Everton 1, Watford 1 
Tottenham Hotspur 1. 


P WODL FA Pts 
i. Manchester Utd 30 20 7 3 6935 67 
2rbeeds United — » 30 19 3. 8 49 33 60 
3. Liverpool 30 16 8 6 4424-56 
4. Arsenal 30 166 8 5331 54 
5. Chelsea 30 14 106 40 26 52 
6, Aston Villa 31 12 109 35 27 46 
7. Sunderland 30 12 9 48 45 45 
8. West Ham United 30 12 9 41 40 45 


9. Tottenham Hotspur 30 12 
10. Everton 31 10 
11. Leicester City 29 12 
12. Newcastle United 30 11 
13. Middlesbrough 30 11 
14. Coventry City 31 10 
15. Southampton 30 9 
16. Wimbledon 30 7 
17. Derby County 300) 
18. Bradford City 30 6 
5 
i 


ll 45 35 43 
49 42 41 
12 43 43 41 
12 50 44 40 
12 32 40 40 
40 39 38 
14 36 52 34 
41 56 32 
16 33 46 28 
16 28 53 26 
ioe 2) Se) 
21 26 61 19 


S 


i} 


19. Sheff Wed 30 
20. Watford 30 


PASI Ye IIH ILSS 
B 


LEADING SCORERS 

25 - Kevin Phillips (Sunderland) 

18 - Alan Shearer (Newcastle United) 

17 - Andy Cole (Manchester United), Dwight Yorke 
(Manchester United) 

15 - Michael Bridges (Leeds United) 

13 - Steffen Iversen (Tottenham Hotspur), Paolo Di 
Canio (West Ham United) 

12 - Kevin Campbell (Everton) 

11 - Robbie Keane (Coventry City), Niall Quinn 
(Sunderland) 

10 - Chris Armstrong (Tottenham Hotspur), Thierry 
Henry (Arsenal) 

9 - Dion Dublin (Aston Villa), Tony Cottee 
(Leicester City), Tore Andre Flo (Chelsea), Marians 
Pahars (Southampton), Carl Cort (Wimbledon), 
Hamilton Ricard (Middlesbrough), Titi Camara 
(Liverpool), Harry Kewell (Leeds United) 

8 - John Hartson (Wimbledon), Davor Suker 
(Arsenal), Patrik Berger (Liverpool), Gary 
McAllister (Coventry City), Michael Owen 
(Liverpool), Nwankwo Kanu (Arsenal) 


NATIONWIDE DIVISION ONE 


Bolton 2 Port Vale 1, Crystal Palace 0 Charlton 1, 
Huddersfield 3 Crewe 0, Ipswich 1 Fulham 1, Man 
City 2 West Brom 1, Nottm Forest 0 Blackburn 1, 
Portsmouth 4 Swindon 1, QPR 2 Norwich Sheff Utd 
2, 1 Birmingham 2, Tranmere 1! Walsall 1, 
Wolverhampton 2 Stockport 2. 


P WODL FA Pts 
1. Charlton 38 266 6 7133 84 
2: Ipswich 39-20-5118 659 37-71 
3. Man City 38 209 9 60 36 69 
4. Barnsley 38 20 8 10 73 56 68 
5. Huddersfield 39 19 9 1 59 40 66 
6. Birmingham 39 19 9 Il 60 42 66 
7. Wolverhampton 39 17 II 11 55 43 62 
8. Bolton 39 16 12 11 52 39 60 
9. Blackburn 39 14°14 11 45 41 56 
10. Fulham 39 14 14 11 39 35 56 
11. QPR 39 13 16 10 51 45 “55 
12. Sheff Utd SOY 13" HI SeSS Stee 
13. Norwich 39 12 13 14 39 43 49 
14, Tranmere 38 13 9 16 48 56 48 
15. Stockport 40 11 14 15 43 57 47 
16, Crystal Palace 39 11 13 15 48 56 46 
17. Grimsby 38 13 7 18 38 59 46 
18. Portsmouth 39 12 9 18 48 55 45 
19. Nottm Forest 39 10 11 18 42 51 41 
20. Crewe 39 11 8 20 37 53 41 
21. Walsall 39 9 12 18 43 62 39 
22, West Brom 39 8 15 16 31 50 39 
23. Port Vale 37 6 12 19 4055 30 
24. Swindon 39 6 11 22 3065 29 


30 


Bournemouth 2 Wycombe 0, Bristol City 1 Brentford 
0, Burnley 2 Bury 2, Cambridge 2 Oxford 0, 
Chesterfield 1 Luton 3, Colchester 2 Gillingham 1, 
Millwall 3 Bristol Rovers 0, Preston 1 Wrexham 0, 
Reading 0 Cardiff 1, Scunthorpe } Oldham 2, Stoke 3 
Blackpool 0, Wigan 2 Notts County 0. 


P WODL EA Pts 
1. Charlton 38 26 6 6 7133 84 
2. Ipswich 39 20 118 59 37 71 
3. Man City 38 209 9 60 36 69 
4. Bamsley 38 20 8 10 73 56 68 
5. Huddersfield 39 19 9 11 59 40 66 
6. Birmingham 39 19 9 11 60 42 66 
7. Wolverhampton 39 17 11 11 55 43 62 
8. Bolton 39 16 12 11 52 39 60 
9. Blackburn 39 14 14 11 45 41 56 
10. Fulham 39 14 14 11 39 35 56 
11. QPR 39 13 1610 5145 - 
12, Sheff Utd BOISE 1S a55p 5750 
13, Norwich 39 12 13 14 39 43 49 
14. Tranmere 38 13 9 16 48 56 48 
15. Stockport 40 11 14 15 43 57 47 
16. Crystal Palace 39 11 13 15 48 56 46 
17. Grimsby 38 13 7 18 38 59 46 
18. Portsmouth 39 12 9 18 48 55 45 
19. Nottm Forest 39 10 11 18 42 51 41 
20, Crewe 39 11 8 20 37:53 41 
21. Walsall 39 9 12 18 43 62 39 
22. West Brom 39 § 15 16 31 50 39 
23. Port Vale 37 6 12 19 40 55 30 
24, Swindon 39 6 It 22 30 65 29 


NATIONWIDE DIVISION THREE 


Barnet 0 Brighton 1, Chester 5 Mansfield 0, Exeter 1 
Cheltenham 2, Hult City 0 Darlington 1, Lincoln 1 
Halifax 1, Macclesfield 4 Shrewsbury 2, 
Northampton 2 Southend 0, Rochdale 3 Carlisle 2, 
Rotherham 1 Peterborough 1, Swansea 0 Leyton 
Orient 0, Torquay0-4 Plymouth 4, York 2 Hartlepool 1. 


P WODL FA Pts 
1. Rotherham 39.228 9 HW 74 
2.. Swansea 38 21 107 43 24 73 
3. Darlington 38 20 108 58 29 70 
4, Northampton 38 19.7 12 50 38 64 
5, Peterborough 38 18 9 11 52 46 63 
6, Barnet 39 17.9 .13 48 47 60 
7. Cheltenham 38 17 8 13 43 35 59 
8. Hartlepool 39 17 8 14 50 43 59 
9. Plymouth 39 14 169 48 39 58 
10. Brighton 39 15 Il 13 59 43 56 
11. Torquay 38 15 11 12 48 43 56 
12. Macclesfield 39 15 9 15 56 54 54 
13. Rochdale 36 15 9 12 42 40 54 
14, Mansfield 38 16 6 16 48 54 54 
15, Lincoln Buna ielSul 363059 952 
16. Southend. 39 13 9 17°48 55 48 
17. Halifax 39 13 9 17 36 46 48 
18. Hull City 39 li 14 14 34 36 47 
19, Leyton Orient 39 129 18 41 46 45 
20. York 39 10 12 17 36 5! 42 
21. Exeter 39 10 9 20 40 62 39 
22. Shrewsbury BSy ck  Ule20828552) 42, 
23. Carlisle 36 7 9 20 37 6 30 
24, Chester 39 7 8 24 38:74 29 


SCOTTISH PREMIER LEAGUE 


Rangers 4 Celtic 0, Dundee United 1 Aberdeen 1, 
Hearts 0 Motherwell 0, Kilmarnock 1-Hibernian 0, St 
Johnstone 2 Dundee 1, 


P WODL FA Pts 
1, Rangers 26 205 1 75 20 65 
2. Celtic 26 16 2 8 7030 50 
3. Hearts 27:11: 7:9 39 33 40 
4, Motherwell 269 9 8 35 47 36 
5. St Johnstone QReRBP Obj) 278338 33) 
6. Hibernian 28 8 9 11 40 47 33 
7. Dundee United 25 9 6 10 28 39 33 
8, Dundee Zid) S3p el6e330 547927 
9. Kilmarnock Die dams N10 2835201 
10. Aberdeen EaOmmmals sl 68923 
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Excludes Monday 


NATIONWIDE DIVISION TWO SCOTTISH DIVISION ONE 


james 


Clydebank 0 St Mirren 0, Falkirk 1 Dunfermline 1, 
Inverness CT 1 Ayr 1, Livingston | G Morton 0, 
Raith 2 Airdrie 0. 


P WODLF A Pts 
1, St Mirren 30 18 7 5 66 32 61 
2. Falkirk 30.17 6 7 58 34 57 
3. Dunfermline 30 15°11 4 5129 56 
4, Raith 30g1 Sis 7 * Bie'S1833 $52 
5. Livingston 29 147 8 45 34 49 
6. Inverness CT 30 11 9 10 49 44 42 
7. Ayr 309 7 14 35 40 34 
8. G Marton 30 8 6 16 3952 30 
9. Airdrie 2957171961, 22 
10, Clydebank 30 1 5 21670 8 


SCOTTISH DIVISION TWO 


Arbroath | Ross County 2, Hamilton 0 Alloa 0, 
Queen of South 1 Partick , Stirling 3 Clyde 6, 


Stranraer 2 Stenhousemuir 2. 

P WODL FA Pts 
1. Clyde 29 15 9 5 47 29 54 
2. Ross County 29 13 7 9 38 32 46 
3. Alloa 27 10 13 4-37 30 43 
4. Partick 30 11 8 11 3535 41 
5. Stranraer 293 7) 21606 39534" ae 
6. Arbroath 29 8 138 42 44 37 
7. Hamilton 29 8 411 10 34 36 35 
8. Stirling 30 10 5 15 54 60 35 
9. Stenhousemuir 29 8 7 14 3845 31 
10. Queenof South 29 7- 7 15 37 56 28 


SCOTTISH DIVISION THREE 


Albion 0 Forfar 1, Cowdenbeath 0 East Stirling 0, 
Dumbarton 2 Brechin 1, Montrose 1 East Fife 1, 
Queens Park 0 Berwick 1. 


P WODLFA Pts 
1, Berwick 3 16 7 7 4627 55 
2. Queens Park 30 15 9 6 46 31 54 
3. Forfar SO Se Sune ee LOSL 53) 
4, East Fife 29 14 6 9 36 32 48 
5. Cowdenbeath 30 12 8 10 47 34 44 
6. Dumbarton 29 13 4. 12 47 46 43 
7. East Stirling 30 9 7 14 23 41 34 
8. Brechin SONS 5 7S 1584331 
9. Montrose 30 8 7 15 33 45 31 
10. Albion 30,5 5 20 29 64 20 
LEADING SCORERS 


25 - Mark Viduka (Celtic) 

14 - Rod Wallace (Rangers) 

12 - Billy Dodds (Rangers, 9 for Dundee United), 
Jorg Albertz (Rangers) 

11 - Willie Falconer (Dundee) 

10 - John Spencer (Motherwell), Nathan Lowndes (St 
Johnstone), Gary McSwegan (Hearts) 

9 - Michael Mols (Rangers), Kenny Miller 
(Hibernian) 

8 - Russell Latapy (Hibernian), Colin Cameron 
(Hearts) 

7 - Henrik Larsson (Celtic), Eyal Berkovic (Celtic), 
Christophe Cocard (Kilmarnock), Lee McCulloch 
(Motherwell), Mixu Paatelainen (Hibernian), Arild 
Stavrum (Aberdeen) 

6 - Jonatan Johannson (Rangers), Lubomir Moravcik 
(Celtic), Mark Burchill (Celtic), Joaquim Ferraz 
(Dundee United). 


ITALIAN SERIE A 


Bologna 2 Udinese 1, Cagliari 2 Parma 3, Lazio 2 AS 
Roma 1, Lecce | Inter Milan 0, Perugia | Fiorentina 
2, Piacenza 2 Venezia 2, Reggina 1 Bari 0, Torino 0 
Verona 3, AC Milan 2 Juventus 0. 


P WODLFA Pts 
1. Juventus 27:17 8 2 40 15 59 
2. Lazio 27: 15 8 4 48 26. 53 
3. AC Milan 27 13 104 54 34 49 
4, Inter Milan 27:14 6 7 49 25 48 
5. Parma 27:13 7 7 42:32 46 
6. AS Roma 27 deo. Sp ates0 45) 
7. Udinese 27 11.7.9 47°37 40 


8. Fiorentina 27-10 9) 8.-32°3139 
9. Bologna 27:8 109 23 26 34 
10. Perugia 27:9 6 12 2945 33 
11. Reggina 27 Wel 25933032: 
12. Lecce ZT See 8is 111: 427037 6 32. 
13. Verona Zlieel GO eo 38 30 
14. Bari Dead mis: 2h4 heels 
15. Torino 27:6 9 12 26 38 27 
16. Venezia 27 6 6 15 25 47 24 
17. Cagliari 27:3 «11:13:25 44 20 
18. Piacenza ZT Se se 16mld435) Ly 
LEADING SCORERS 


21 - Andriy Shevchenko (AC Milan) 

17 - Hernan Crespo (Parma) 

16 - Vincenzo Montella (AS Roma) 

15 - Filippo Inzaghi (Juventus) 

14 - Gabriel Batistuta (Fiorentina), Cristiano 
Lucarelli (Lecce), Marco Ferrante (Torino) 

13 - Christian Vieri (Inter Milan) 

12 - Roberto Muzzi (Udinese) 

1 - Marcelo Salas (Lazio), Oliver Bierhoff (Milan), 
Marco Delvecchio (Roma) 

10 - Mohamed Kallon (Reggina) 

9 - Giuseppe Signori (Bologna), Filippo Maniero 
(Venezia) 

8 - Alvaro Recoba (Inter) 

7 - Patrick Mboma (Cagliari), Alessandro Del Piero 
Guventus), Nicola Amoruso (Perugia), Francesco 
Totti (Roma), Stefano Fiore and Martin Joergensen 
(Udinese) 

6 - Daniele Berretta (Cagliari), Ivan Zamorano 
(Inter),.Juan Veron (Lazio), Zvonimir Boban (Milan), 
Renato Olive (Perugia), Maurizio Ganz (Venezia), 
Domenico Morfeo (Verona) 


SPANISH PRIMERA LIGA 


Deportivo Coruna 3 Real Oviedo 1, Real Betis 0 
Celta Vigo 0, Alaves 0 Real Zaragoza 2, Athletic 
Bilbao 1 Sevilla 1, Espanyol 1 Racing Santander 0, 
Malaga 1 Barcelona 2, Numancia 3 Atletico Madrid 
0, Real Madrid 0 Rayo Vallecano 0, Valencia 1 Real 
Mallorca 0, Valladolid 2 Real Sociedad 1. 


P WDLFA Pts 
1. Deportivo Coruna 30 17 4 9 52 36 55 
2, Barcelona 30 165 9 60 36 53 
3. Real Zaragoza Sse sm oeces0bsl ah 
4, Real Madrid 30 12 135 49 41 49 
5. Alaves 30 147 9 35 31 49 
6, Valencia 30 129 9 4031 45 
7. Celta Vigo 30 13 4 13 39 37 43 
8. Valladolid 30 11 8 11 29 36 41 
9,Espanyol_ 30 10-9 145 40 "39 
10-Rayo Vallecano 30) 11° 6~-13.40 43 39 
11, Malaga 30 9 11 10 42 40 38 
12: Real Mallorca 30 10.8 12 36 38 38 
13. Athletic Bilbao 30 9 11 10:38 47 38 
14. Numancia 30 10 8 12 39 50 38 
15. Racing Santander 30 9 9 12 42 42 36 
16. Real Sociedad 30 8 11 11 32 38 35 
17: Real Betis 30 9 8 13 26 42 35 
18. Real Oviedo 30 8 9 13 30 46 33 
19. Atletico Madrid 30 8 8 14 39 47 32 
20. Sevilla 30 5 12 13 35 46 27 
LEADING SCORERS 
21 - Salva Ballesta (Racing Santander), Jimmy Floyd 
Hasselbaink (Atletico Madrid) 


19 - Savo Milosevic (Real Zaragoza), Catanha 
(Malaga) 

15 - Roy Makaay (Deportivo Coruna), Diego Tristan 
(Real Mallorca) 

14 - Raul Gonzalez (Real Madrid) 

12 - Rivaldo (Barcelona), Fernando Morientes (Real 
Madrid) 

Il - Victor Femandez (Valladolid), Patrick Kluivert 
(Barcelona) 

10 - Dani Garcia (Barcelona), Gaizka Mendieta 
(Valencia), Juan Carlos Gomez (Sevilla) 

9 - Vassilis Tsartas (Sevilla), Djalminha (Deportive 
Coruna), Luis Figo (Barcelona), Dely Valdes 
(Oviedo), Manuel Canabal (Rayo Vallecano), Raul 
Tamudo (Espanyol), Joseba Etxeberria (Athletic 
Bilbao) 

8 - Ruben Navarro (Numancia), Pauleta Resendes 
(Deportivo Coruna), Juanele Castano (Real Zaragoza) 
7 - Miguel Angel Benitez (Espanyol), Rodrigo Fabri 
{Valladolid), Alfonso Perez (Real Betis), Pacheta 


Rojo (Numancia), Alexander Mostovoi (Celta Vigo), 
Finidi George (Real Betis), Javi Moreno (Alaves) 

6 - Valery Karpin (Celta Vigo), Bolo Perez (Rayo 
Vallecano), Mario Turdo (Celta Vigo), Julio Salinas 
(Alaves), Jordi Ferron (Rayo Vallecano), Turu Flores 
(Deportivo Coruna), Oscar de Paula (Real Sociedad), 
Jose Maria Gutierrez (Real Madrid) 


GERMAN BUNDESLIGA 


Werder Bremen 3 Borussia Dortmund 2, Schalke 04 
0 Eintracht Frankfurt 0, MSV Duisburg 2 VfL 
Wolfsburg 3, Bayern Munich 2 Kaiserslautern 2, VfB 
Stuttgart 1 Hertha Berlin 0, Hamburg SV 2 TSV 1860 
Munich 0, Bayer Leverkusen 1 SC Freiburg 1, SpVgg 
Unterhaching 1 SSV Ulm 0, Arminia Bielefeld 2 
Hansa Rostock 2. 


P WDLFEA Pts 
1,BayernMunich 26 16 6 4 54 22 54 
2. Bayer Leverkusen 26 15 9 2 55 28 54 
3. Hamburg SV 26 13:9 4 57:30 48 
4. TSV 1860 Munich 26 11 7 8 41 38 40 
5. Kaiserslautern 26 12 4 10 39 46 40 
6. Werder Bremen 26 11 6 9 55 42 39 
7. VEL Wolfsburg 26.9 07 40 46 37 
8. VEB Stuttgart 26) H=3) 12) 29 33\ 36 
9. Hertha Berlin 26a Sh 32039. 36 
10. Schalke 04 2 8 117 36 33 35 
11. SpVgg Unter. 20 eeGm etn 298315 33 
12. Borussia Dortmund 26 7 11 8 31 26 32 
13. SSV Ulm 26 8 6 12 3045 30 
14.HansaRostock 26 6 119 34 47 29 
15, SC Freiburg 26 6 9 Ii 33 39 27 
16. Eintracht Frankfurt 26 7 5 14 29 36 26 
17, Arminia Bielefeld 26 4 8 14 27 46 20 
18. MSV Duisburg 26 3 8 15 28 52 17 


LEADING SCORERS 

13 - Ulf Kirsten (Bayer Leverkusen), Martin Max 
(TSV 1860 Munich) 

12 - Ailton (Werder Bremen), Ebbe Sand (Schalke 
04) 

11 - Elber (Bayern Munich) 

10 - Marco Bode (Werder Bremen), Youri Djorkaeff 
(Kaiserslautern) 

9 - Jonathan Akpoborie (VfL Wolfsburg), Magnus 
Arvidsson (Hansa Rostock), Stefan Beinlich (Bayer 
Leverkusen), Hans-Joerg Butt, Tony Yeboah (both 
Hamburg SV), Paulo Sergio (Bayern Munich), 
Claudio Pizarro (Werder Bremen), Michael Preetz 
(Hertha Berlin), Adel Sellimi (SC Freiburg) 


FRENCH PREMIER LEAGUE 


Stade Rennes 3 Racing Lens 0, Olympique Lyon 2 
Sedan 0, Monaco 2 Nantes 0, Racing Strasbourg 3 
Olympique Marseille 1, Montpellier 2 AJ Auxerre 0, 
Paris St Germain 2 Le Havre 1, Girondins Bordeaux 
2 Nancy 1, Troyes 1 Bastia 0, Metz 1 St Etienne 1. 


P WDLF A Pts 
1. Monaco 29 19 4 6 5825 61 
2. Olympique Lyon 29 14 6 9 37 35 48 
3. Paris StGermain 29 13 8 8 4235 47 
4, Girondins Bordeaux29 12 8 9 44 36 44 
5. Sedan 29 12 7 10 38 38 43 
6. AJ Auxerre 29 12 6 11 30 32 42 
7. Bastia 29 10 109 35 31 40 
8. St Etienne 29 11 7 11 40 43 40 
9. Stade Rennes 29 11 7 11 39 36 40 
10. Racing Strasbourg 29 11 6 12 37 45 39 
11. Metz 29.7 166 33 28 37 
12. Racing Lens 25 OR lz 31053037, 
13. Nantes 29 10 5 14 35 37 35 
14. Olympique 29 8 11 10 35 37 35 
15. Troyes 29 11 2 16 28 45 35 
16. Nancy 2969" 7 ISS S3 8375 48 
17. Le Havre 2959. 71S BSA 
18. Montpellier 29 6 8 15 32 41 26 


LEADING SCORERS 

19 - Sonny Anderson (Olympique Lyon) 

18 - David Trezeguet (Monaco) 

16 - Marco Simone (Monaco) 

15 - Christian (Paris St Germain) 

13 - Alex (St Etienne), Lilian Laslandes (Girondins 
Bordeaux), Shabani Nonda (Stade Rennes) _ 

12 - Antoine Sibierski (Nantes), Sylvain Wiltord 


= 


(Girondins Bordeaux) 
1i - Stephane Guivare’h (AJ Auxerre) 
10 - Tony Cascarino (Nancy) 


DUTCH FIRST DIVISION 


Feyenoord | Sparta Rotterdam 2, Ajax Amsterdam 5 
NEC Nijmegen 2, Twente Enschede 4 Utrecht 2, 
Cambuur Leeuwarden 2 Roda JC Kerkrade 2, 
Graafschap Doetinchem 2 RKC Waalwijk 0, Vitesse 
Amhem 3 Heerenveen 1, AZ Alkmaar 2 Den Bosch 
0, Fortuna Sittard 3 MVV Maastricht 1, Willem II 


Tilburg 0 PSV Eindhoven 0. 

P WDLEA Ps 
1.PSV Eindhoven 27 20 3 4 81 21 63 
2. Twente Enschede 27 15 102 46 23 55 
3, Feyenoord Re SP By alesse) Sp 
4. Heerenveen vat WG ge RY SH Bie Sil 
5, Ajax Amsterdam 26 15 5 6 61 37 50 
6. AZ Alkmaar 27 15 4 8 58 41 49 
7. Vitesse Amhem 27 13 8 6 51 39 47 
8. Roda JC Kerkrade 27 12 6 9 47 39 42 
9. Willem I Tilburg 27 11 6 10 42 48 39 
10. Utrecht 27 11 3 «13 45 50 36 
1]. RKC Waalwijk 27 10 4 13 36 54 34 
12. Sparta Rotterdam 27 10 3 14 40 55 33 
13, Fortuna Sittard 27 8 7 12 39 42 31 
14, Graafschap Doet. 27 7 8 12 34 44 29 
15,NEC Nijmegen 27 6 4 17 3354 22 
16. MVV Maastricht 27 4 6 17 33 61 18 
17.CambuurLeeu. 27 2 7 18 24 57 13 
18. Den Bosch 26 2 6 18 22 66 12 


LEADING SCORERS 

29 - Ruud van Nistelrooy (PSV Eindhoven) 

21 - Pierre van Hooijdonk (Vitesse Amhem) 

15 - Jan Vennegoor of Hesselink (Twente Enschede) 
Anthony Lurling (Heerenveen) 

14 - John Bosman (AZ Alkmaar) Arnold Bruggink 
(PSV) Nikos Machlas (Ajax Amsterdam) 

13 - Richard Knopper (Ajax) Luc Nilis (PSV) 


BELGIAN FIRST DIVISION 


Harelbeke 2 Anderlecht 2, Ghent 1 Lokeren 1, Genk 
© Sint-Truiden 2, Westerlo 3 Germinal Beerschot 2, 
Mechelen 2 Eendracht Aalst 0, Excelsior Mouscron 3 
Lierse 3, Charleroi 1 Lommel 1, Beveren 1 
Verbroedering Geel 1, Standard Liege 0 Club Bruges 
1. 


P WODL FA Pts 
1, Anderlecht 28:19 8 1 73.27 65 
2. Standard Liege 28 172 9 61 40 53 
3. Club Bruges 28 16 4 8 5727 52 
4. Ghent 28 163 9 6446 51 
5. Lierse 2 146 8 5937 48 
6. Excelsior Mouscron 28 14 6 8 60 42 48 
7, Germinal Beerschot 28 12 7 9 45 40 43 
8. Westerlo 28 127 9 5159 43 
9. Genk 28 12 6 10 52 48 42 
10. Mechelen 28 11 5 12 42 56 38 
11. Lokeren 28 9 9 10 45 5i 36 
12, Eendracht Aalst 28 I] 2 15 49 57 35 
13. Harelbeke 28 9 5 14 51 55 32 
14. Sint-Truiden 28.7 5 16 31 56 26 
15, Beveren 28 6 8 14 38 58 26 
16. Charleroi 28 5 7 16 32 56 22 
17. Verbroedering Geel28 3 11 14 22 49 20 
18. Lommel 28 3 tl 14 28 56 20 
LEADING SCORERS 


24 - Ole-Martin Aarst (Ghent) 

21 - Toni Brogno (Westerlo) 

19 - Jan Koller (Anderlecht) 

17 - David Paas (Harelbeke) 

15 - Marcin Zewlakow (Excelsior Mouscron) 
14 - Eric Van Meir (Lierse) 

13 - Par Zetterberg (Anderlecht) 

12 - Gert Verheyen (Club Bruges) 


YUGOSLAV FIRST DIVISION 


Vojvodina Novi Sad 1 Obilic Belgrade 1, Proleter 
Zrenjanin 1 Mogren Budva 2, Hajduk Belgrade 3 
Sartid Smederevo 0, Cukaricki Belgrade 1 Milicionar 
Belgrade 1, Partizan Belgrade 8 Borac Cacak 1, 
Sutjeska Niksic 0 Red Star Belgrade 1, Radnicki Nis 


sweet 


Excludes Monday games 


2 Zeleznik Belgrade 0, Spartak Subotica 2 Zemun 
Belgrade 1, Radnicki Kragujevac 0 Buducnost 
Podgorica 0, OFK Beograd Belgrade 0 Rad Bel. 0. 


P WDLF A Pts 
1. Partizan Belgrade 30 25 3 2 86 22 78 
2. Red Star Belgrade 30 23 6 | 63 16 75 
3. Obilic Belgrade 31 23 5 3 57 22 74 
4, Rad Belgrade 30 13 7 10 44 33 46 
5. Sutjeska Niksic 31 13.7 11 40 40 46 
6, Radnicki Nis 31 13 4 14 40 38 43 
7. OFK Beograd 31 119 Il 45 46 42 
8. Zeleznik Belgrade 30 1] 8 11 38 35 41 
9. Buducnost Pod 29 12 4 13 34 32 40 
10.Milicionar Bel. 31 11 7 13 41 41 40 
LL. VojvodinaNovi 30 11 6 13 43 42 39 
12. Radnicki Kragu} 31 10 9 12 25 33 39 
13. Cukaricki Belgrade 29 10 8 11 27 31 38 
14,Zemun Belgrade 30 10 8 12 37 43 38 
15. Hajduk Kula 30 9 7 14 25 33 34 
16.Mogren Budva 31 10 4 17 30 57 34 
17. Proleter Zrenjanin 30 § 9 13 27 37 33 
18. Hajduk Belgrade 30 10 3 17 42 58 33 
19. SartidSmederevo 31 8 7 16 26 40 31 
20. Spartak Subotica 31 7 5 19 24 56 26 
21. Borac Cacak 316 4 213473 nm 


CROATIAN FIRST DIVISION 


Hrv. Dragovoljac 0 Hajduk 0, Slaven Belupo 2 


Dinamo 0, Vukovar 91 1 Osijek 1, Istra 2 Rijeka 1, 
Sibenik 2 Zagreb 1, Cibalia 2 Varteks 0. 

P WDL FA Pts 
1. Dinamo 4156 3 62 51 
2. Hajduk 244 147 3 4621 49 
3. Osijek 24°12 5 7 4135 41 
4. Rijeka 249 6 9 39 30 33 
5. Cibalia 24.8 9 7 3227 33 
6. Zagreb 24.8 9 7 3230 33 
7. Slaven Belupo 24.6 117 20 28 29 
8. Varteks 24.8 5 Il 2433 29 
9. Hrv. Dragovoljac 24 6 7 11 3045 25 
10. Vukovar 91 24.5 8 It 2034 23 
11. Istra 246 5 13:25 43 23 
12, Sibenik 24.4 8 12 19 41 20 


ROMANIAN CHAMPIONSHIP 


CSM Resita 2 Steaua Bucharest 0, National 
Bucharest 3 Gloria Bistrita 1, Rapid Bucharest 4 
Extensiv Craiova 2, FCM Brasov 0 Petrolul Ploiesti 
1, Onesti 0 Otelul Galati 3, Farul Constanta 1 Arges 
Pitesti 0, Rocar Bucharest 1 Dinamo Bucharest 2, 
Universitatea Craiova 0 Ceahlaul Piatra Neamt 2, 


Astra Ploiesti 1 FCM Bacau 0. 

P WODL FA Pts 
1. Dinamo Bucharest 25 22 2 1 70 20 68 
2.Rapid Bucharest 25 17 4 4 46 26 55 
3, Ceahlaul Piatra 2 144 7 4032 46 
4, Arges Pitesti 25 143 8 35 23 45 
5. Astra Ploiesti 25 115 9 36 28 38 
6, Gloria Bistrita 25h 2 2 ite 3603538 
7. Steaua Bucharest 24 11 3 10 44 45 36 
8. FCM Bacau 25 10 6 9 27 28 36 
9, National Bucharest 25 10 4 11 42 33 34 
10. Otelul Galati 25 10 3 12 40 38 33 
11, Petrolul Ploiesti 25 9 5 II 31.36 32 
12. Brasov RY OTE BIS ee AO 
13. Universitatea 2508) 6) $4):27529) 30 
14, Farul Constanta 25 8 6 11 28 37 30 
15. Rocar Bucharest 24 9 © 15 33 42 27 
16. Onesti 25 7 3 15 26 58 24 
17. CSM Resita 25 5 6 14 30 53 21 
18. Extensiv Craiova 25 4 3 18 18 46 15 


HUNGARIAN FIRST DIVISION 


Ferencvaros 2 Dunaferr 2, Tatabanya 1 Debrecen 1, 
Nagykanizsa 2 Diosgyor 1, Nyirseg Spartacus 3 
Siofok 0, Haladas Szombathely 0 Zalaegerszeg 1, 
Vasas Budapest 4 Pecs 0, Gyor ETO 3 Ujpest 
Budapest 1, Kispest 0 MTK Budapest 2. 


P WODLF A Pts 
1, Dunaferr 22 147 1 4919 49 
2. Vasas Budapest 21 14 2 5 44 20 44 
3. MTK Budapest 22, Wy ff S) C74 Uy ZR) 
4. Ferencvaros 229" 7) 168 4302534 
5. Debrecen 22 ee Oe sO R20meS a 
6. Ujpest Budapest 22 9 6 7 4131 33 
7. Tatabanya Pee ME A) Sy peek ei 
8. Gyor ETO 21 ee Sm Ol Te) 345220830) 


AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — MARC! 


9, Zalaegerszeg 217 9 5 2314 30 
10. Nyirseg Spartacus 22 8 5 9 24 33 29 
11. Kispest Honved 22 7 6 9 21 29 27 
12, Pees 21 6 8 7 23 34 26 
13. Nagykanizsa 22-5 7 10 19 28 22 
14. Diosgyor 22552 S) 122 21939- 20 
15. HaladasSzom. 21 5 3 13 20 34 18 
16. Siofok 2255) © 33516537 16 
17. Vac 21 32) 5) Ye MIES) 11 


PORTUGUESE FIRST DIVISION 


Estrela Amadora 1 Farense 1, Rio Ave 0 Uniao Leiria 
0, Alverca 2 Salgueiros 0. Gil Vicente 2 Vitoria 
Setubal 0, Boavista 2. Santa Clara 1, Belenenses 2 
Vitoria Guimaraes 0, Porto 3 Maritimo 2, Braga 3 
Benfica 2, Campomaiorense 0 Sporting Lisbon 2. 

WwW 


le DL FA Pts 
1,Sporting Lisbon 27 18 7 2 4619 61 
2. Porto 27 18 6 3 52 18 60 
3. Benfica 27: 16 6 5 44 25 54 
4. Vitoria Guimaraes 27 14 4 9 42 29 46 
5. Boavista 27:12: 6 9 29 24 42 
6. Gil Vicente 27:11 8 8 35 27 41 
7. Maritimo 27, 3109-8, 31828, 39 
8. Alverca DO. Te SWS ee 34 
9.EstrelaAmadora 27 7 137 28 26 34 
10. Belenenses Diet 1258 re 29n20933 
11. Farense 27:7 10 10 28 47 31 
12, Braga 21a Sees oes les nO: 
13. Uniao Leiria 2a elle lde2k 30 
14. Rio Ave 27:7 = 8 12 28 39 29 
15, Campomaiorense 27 7 6 14 24 40 27 
16. Salgueiros Lime Sets 26) 
17. VitoriaSetubal 27 6 5 16 19 40 23 
18. Santa Clara 27:4 «10 13 24 36 22 


GREEK FIRST DIVISION 


Olympiakos Piraeus 2 Panathinaikos Athens 2, Aris 
Thessaloniki 1 AEK Athens 1, Trikala 1 OFI 
Heraklion 1, Panionios Athens 2 Proodeftiki Piraeus 
1, Paniliakos Pyrgos 2 Ethnikos Astir Athens 0, 
Kavala | Xanthi 0, Kalamata 2 Iraklis Thessaloniki 2, 
Apollon Athens 0 Panachaiki Patras 0. 

P WDLFA 
1. Olympiakos Pir. 25 22 69 16 67 
2. Panathinaikos Ath. 25 20 
3. OFI Heraklion 25 14 
4. AEK Athens 7) bs 
5. Aris Thessaloniki 25 il 
6, Iraklis Thessaloniki 25 11 
7. Panionios Athens 25 12 


Pts 
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8. PAOK Thessaloniki 24 9 8 40 30 35 
9. Xanthi 259 8 26 29 35 
10. Ionikos Piraeus 24 7 10 30 31 31 
11. Paniliakos Pyrgos 25 9 4 12 31 33 31 
12. Bthnikos Astirs 25 8 3 14 22 37 27 
13. Kavala Paya By iG) poy cee 5 
14. Kalamata 25 6 8 IE 26 44 26 
15. Panachaiki Patras 25 5 9 II 24 34 24 
16. Trikala 25 4 6 15 24 51 18 
17. Proodeftiki Piraeus 25 3 7 15 18 39 16 
18. Apollon Athens 25 3 6 16 16 38 15 


JAPANESE LEAGUE 


Tokyo FC 2 Nagoya Grampus Eight 0, Yokohama F 
Marinos | Jubilo Iwata 3, Kyoto Purple Sanga | 
Gamba Osaka 0, Avispa Fukuoka 0 Kashima Antlers 
1, Cerezo Osaka 5 Verdy Kawasaki 2, Shimizu S- 
Pulse 2 Kashiwa Reysol 1, JEF United Ichihara | 
Vissel Kobe 6, Sanfrecce Hiroshima 1 Kawasaki 
Frontale 0. 
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1. FC Tokyo 

2. Kashima 

3. Kobe 

4, Cerezo Osaka 

5. Iwata 

6. Shimizu 

7. Kashiwa 

8. Ichihara 

9. Hiroshima 

10. Yokohama 

11. Fukuoka 

12. Verdy Kawasaki 
13. Kyoto 

14, Gamba Osaka 
15, Frontale Kawasaki 3 
16. Nagoya 3 
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| NATIONAL LEAGUE 


Ee GLORY 
WOLLONGONG WOLVES 
SYDNEY OLYMPIC 
MARCONI STALLIONS 
NEWCASTLE BREAKERS 


CARLTON SC 
ADELAIDE CITY FORCE 
BRISBANE STRIKERS 


SOUTH MELBOURNE 
MELBOURNE KNIGHTS 
PARRAMATTA POWER 
AUCKLAND KINGZ 
NORTHERN SPIRIT 
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GIPPSLAND FALCONS 


& IN |W |S [hy [wo 


CANBERRA COSMOS 
SYDNEY UNITED 


AUCKLAND KINGZ 
E CITY FORCE 


(Hassell 63, Kemp 86) 


Venue: North Harbour Stadium. Crowd: 4,323. Referee: B Precious. 
Cautions: Jones (AK) 17, Cagalj (AC) 25, Tobin (AC) 40, Cartwright 


Kingz: Batty. ypbell, Pi 
Slettieponles (Moya 59); Osman (Rufer Th Ngata, Silva Gat 72), 
Vicelich, Jones, 
Adelaide City Force: ‘Cagall Tobin, Hani Veart, Sabliak, Vidmar, 
Cartwright, Kemp, Costanzo, Hassell, Pelosi 


ON SC 
Marth 47 & 48, Basilevski 90) 
PERT H GLORY 


(Despotouski 67) 


Venue: Olympic Park. Crowd: 1,749. Referee: M Breeze. 
Cautions: Valle (PG) 24, Horvat (CSC) 55, Douglas (CSC) 56. 
Teams: Cariton SC: Anastasiadis, McPherson, Douglas, Marth 
(Colosimo 76), Atkinson, Lapsansky, Thompson, Markovski (Moreira 
80), Packer (Slater 85}, Vesileuski, Horvat. 

Perth Glory: Petkovic, Trajkouski, Miller, Thorp, Valle (Afkos 87), 
Hamwell, Naven, Edwards, Aurelio, Ergiz (Despotovski 46). 


SOUTH MELBOURNE 
BRISBANE STRIKERS 


Venue: Bob Jane Stadium. Crowd: 4,706. Referee: M Shield. 
Cautions: Nil. 

Teams: South Melbourne: Jones, losifidis, De Amicis, Orlic, 
Clarkson, Trimboli (Lozanovski 73), Anastasiadis, Alagich (Panopoulos 
69), Magnacca (Coveny 64), Tseldnis, Liparoti. 

Brisbane Strikers: Bolton, Gwynne, Stefanutto, Foster, Srhoj, Dwyer, 
McLaren, North, Grierson (Ditton 79}, Harris (Baldwin 51), McKain. 


ROUND 17 MATCH 
GLO) 
(Naven 20, Harnwell 25, Schwertz 64) 
CKLAND KINGZ 


(Silva 65) 
Venue: Perth Oval. Crowd: 9,784. Referee: P Mur. 
Cautions: Bunce 83. 


Teams: Perth Glory: Petkovic, T: Harwell, Naven, Edwards, 
Despotovski (Ergic 67), Buljan (Schwertz 56), Valle, Junior, Thorp, 
Carbone (Afkos 78). 


Auckland Kingz: Utting, Bunce, Perry, Stergiopoulos (Kenyon 75), 
weer Socks Navin, mei ean pee toh saves 


sw |N fo |W lo 


wo joo 

Oo |N jw 

N Lf [fl | |= 
= 

o 


(Seal 40, Griffiths 73) 
GIPPSLAND 


‘ALCONS 


Venue: North Sydney Oval Crowd: 3,481, Referee: C Diomis. 
Cautions: Fak (GF) 68, Durakovie (GF) 86. 

Teams: Northern Spirit: Henderson, Rudan, Enes, Bingley, T, 
Cranney, Berti, Cunico (Crook 62), Langdon (Lyons 86), Slater, 
Catanzaro (R: mis 58), Seal. 

Gippsland Falcons: Jevdjevic, Marcina, Gotis, Durekovic, Fak, Vargas 
(Savage 86), Robertson (Nilo 68), ‘Hutchinson, Bell, Mandic (Puca 46) , 


SYDNEY UNITED ‘ 
(Pondeljak 89) 


PARRAMATTA POWER 0 
Venue: Syciney United SC. Crowd: 3,467. Referee: G Connolly. 


Cautions: Maric (SU) 6. Rakic (SU) 10. Bennett (PP) 76. 
Teams: Sydney United: Hughes, Kupresak, Bosnar, Savocce, Maric, 


| Bozinovski, Rakic (Palapanis 92), Gene (Moric 83), Rastall, Pondeljak. 


dermen (Bosevyski 69), 

Parramatta Power: Gibson. Barrett (Elrich 75), Vriic, Ardone (Plesa 
75), Sierjouski, Griffiths, Berry, Blagojevic, Bymes, Santalab (Townsend 
45), Bennett. 


| ABSW PLAYER 
OF THE YEAR 


(PROGRESSIVE POINTS) 
TURN TO PAGE 13 


0 
MELBOURNE KNIGHTS 1 
(Cervinski 64) 


Venue: Belmore Sports Ground. Crowd: 4,896. Referee: B Hugo. 
Cautions: 
Goutzioulis (Tome 69), Tsekenis, Wilson: Carle, Cardozo, Duric 
(Kalantzis 65). 
Meadic, Murtala Toyin, Soest Vukadin: 
Cervinski, Urlovic 


Melbourne Knights:John: 
Silic, Susa, Kiratzoglou, Rajher (Reda 29): A. 
(Matkovic 69). 


WOLLONGONG WOLVES 


MARCONI STALLIONS 
(Awaritefe 35, Babic 45) 


Venue: Brandon Park. Crowd: 7,338, Referee: E Lennie, 


77), Mennillo {Souris 65). 
Marconi Stallions: Tumbull, Gibson, M-Babic, Lango, Kim, Care 
(Renaud 89), S.Babic (Trajanovski 85), Maloney, Smith, Invincibile, 
Awaritefe (Zoric 75). 


